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NOTE BY THE EDITOR 


The text of the following pages is, with some trifling 
exceptions, that of Ralph Robinson’s translation (ed l) 
with the spelling modernized Much use has naturally 
been made of Lupton’s scholarly edition of the original 
Latin {ed 2), and Burnet’s translation has been con- 
tinually referred to Most lovers of Utopia have 
bandied the “ Kelmscott ” Press edition at one time or 
another, and probably the Basle and other early editions 
as well An excellent bibliography of the more im- 
portant reprints and versions will be found in the 
“King’s Classics” edition, while the fullest annotations 
are either those of Mr Churton Collins or of Lumby (in 
the “ Pitt Press Series ”) The notes here provided 
are mainly intended to enable the reader to understand 
Robinson’s English where that differs materially from 
our modem idiom 

In the preparation of the Introduction recourse has 
been had to Roper’s Life and Cresacre More {ed 
Joseph Hunter, Pickering, 1828) Of modem bio- 
graphies the first place is rightly accorded to Sidney 
Lee’s Life in bis “ Great Englishmen of the Sixteenth 
Century ” Two works of A D Innes, Ten Tudor 
Statesmen and England under the Tudors, have also 
been consulted But the view of More and bis work 
here presented is based almost entirely on the Utopia 
Itself and the facts of More’s life 




INTRODUCTION 

are not as other men, and with them day-dreams 
are of the very stufiF of life. What else are their 
fancies, how otherudse describe the workings of 
their imagination? To the plain man it is a 
dream-world in which they live, and that to be 
sure is their claim to recognition Other men, it 
is true, have their dreams, but it is not the same 
with them There are many w ho pine for a life 
of adventure, and, but for circumstance, would 
respond to the call of the untrodden snows, or 
jneld to the fascination of the trackless desert 
There are others who would be strutting across 
the stage with the plaudits of the crowd ringing 
in their ears A choice few nurse a hopeless 
passion and dream of a love that could never be, 
no, not even for the poet at Vaucluse. Rainbow- 
gold has many votaries, and there is fame, that 
last mfirmit}.- of noble minds J^Iost men, however, 
leave such dreams behind them, and wath a shrug, 
or a jest, or perhaps a silent tear, turn to the 
serious business of life. But wnth artists that is 
never possible. Their dreams are too much for 
them Their whole being is bound up w ith their 
dreams, and to deny them is to be unfaithful to 
their inmost selves. They come to them as from 
another w orld, a world whose shimng splendour is 
but a faint reflection of a beauU* and a truth that 
he beyond Who that has ever known a true 
artist has failed to realise it= That is the secret 
of the spell they weave and the ungrudging ad- 
miration their work in\-anably evokes And that 
in large measure is the explanation of the un- 
fettered freedom with which artists have alwa>-s 
been indulged Pictonbus atque poeiis > There is 
nothing that an artist may not dare, and the more 
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INTRODUCTION 


be found m countless others who are neither artists, 
poets, or dreamers at all And no wonder The 
dejection that has come over men seems but to 
intensify as time goes on In those communities 
which escaped the worst ravages of the war, there 
were many who believed that its mischiefs might 
yet be remedied If only men of goodwill would 
take heart, much that was precious in our civilisa- 
tion might yet be saved But as time has gone on 
their hopes have grown slender, and the conviction 
has been gradually settling upon them that there is 
some necessity or fate inherent in the war, against 
which It IS hopeless to struggle for nothing can 
avail Their finest efiort has seemingly gone for 
nothing, and their disillusionment is more bitter, 
and indeed more tragic, than the blank despair 
that followed immediately on tlie war No wonder 
then that men are turning in all directions in the 
hope of finding some relief, some refuge from a 
condition of things that has become almost too 
intolerable to be faced But it is something more 
than a refuge that they need No mere indulgence 
in easy phantasy, no shutting out of reality can in 
any way help, and it is a sure instinct which leads 
so many back to More For the author of TJtopiCLi 
for all his dwelling on the perfections of his 
ideal state, had the workaday world very much 
in view, and indeed it was that which absorbed his 
attention and spurred his imagination. If this 
fact has been obscured it is because the majority 
of men will always be beguiled by tales of the 
wonderful, and shut their eyes to the realities of 
which these are but the shadows In the Utopia 
itself elaborate pains are taken to focus the atten- 
tion on the concrete and matter-of-fact, and the 
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supreme literary artifice of the whole has no other 

purpose. Let us see. 

The book opens with the departure of More 
and his companions on their diplomatic mission 
to Flanders The account of their journey is as 
circumstantial and, be it added, as prosaic as the 
Court Circular We follow the negotiations at 
Bruges to a point at which they have to be 
adjourned, and More proceeds alone to Antwerp. 

We are there introduced, in the language of 
fashionable biography, to a leading citizen of the 
place, Peter Gyles, and incidentally to the beauties 
of the famous Cathedral with its spire (as the 
Emperor said) of Mechlin lace By this time we 
are all attention and wondering what all the bustle 
has been about when a seafaring friend of Peter’s 
comes on the scene full of travellers’ tales A 
rarely gifted traveller to be sure' He has seen 
men and cities and reflected on all he has seen , 
no gaping greenhorn he, but an acute observer of 
the fashions and foibles of men He has been 
everywhere, — in the New World and the Old, and 
later, and above all, has lived in England, where 
he has spent months observing the conditions of 
English life , and more, he has discussed them 
with the Lord Chancellor himself Thus we are 
back in England in the household of the Chancellor 
where hlorc himself was brought up, and the dis- 
cussion waves fast and furious as to the causes of 
the social evils around and the lines along which 
they may best be remedied 

One would have thought that this would have 
been enough to give a clue to his commentators 
But thc\ ha\e missed it, and often for good reason 
Had the Utopia alone been m their hands all 
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might have been well , the right emphasis would 
have suggested itself readily enough But More s 
life and legend was before them too— and the 
prejudices that must needs cling to a great his- 
torical figure who plays a part in difficult times 
Partisanship notoriously blinds the eyes, and here 
partisanship is of the most acutely religious form 
that has ever manifested itself in English history 
Moreover, More's personal character itself presents 
difficulties It IS seemingly full of contradictions 
That these have been unduly exaggerated, that 
they have sometimes been invented is probably 
true enough, but certainly his character was such 
as lent itself to an appearance of inner discord and 
inconsistency Such aspects have been readily 
seized upon, and the simple course of presenting 
More’s whole personality as but a senes of con- 
tradictions has proved too easy to be resisted 
He was an ascetic, almost a monk, yet he dabbled 
in the world of affairs He was an enthusiast for 
the new learning, yet the bitter foe of the reforma- 
tion He bartered his independence for royal 
favour, yet thwarted the King over a scruple of 
conscience Above all, he preached toleration in 
the Utopia, but in practice he persecuted the 
reformers, "crushing them like ants beneath his 
feet" This is no place to attempt any elaborate 
explanation of these apparent contradictions , that 
must be left to the patient biographer Sufficient 
attention, however, must be paid to them in order 
to make a right understanding of the Utopia 
possible, for, certainly, few books mirror their 
authors’ minds so faithfully or so completely as 
does this But we aim no further than at a right 
understanding We are not concerned with justi- 
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for the mending of his clothes — and of that meagre 
allowance detailed accounts had to be furnished 
yet in after years he had nothing but praise for 
this parsimony of his father’s, and traces to it much 
of his own happiness in life His father’s word 
was not merely law, it was inspired and inspiring 
law At Oxford he had come under the influence 
of one of the great enthusiasms of the age, the 
passion for the New Learning His imagination 
was fired, and it became one of the dominating 
influences of his life But when his father, fear- 
ing it could only lead to unheard-of depravity 
and irreligion, took him away from Oxford at the 
very height of his enthusiasm and put him to the 
law, the lean dry learning of the law, there was not 
a trace of rebellion. In a very few years he was 
an accomplished lawyer Even more significant 
are the events occurring some years later, the 
circumstances surrounding his marriage He was 
much sought after by one Mr Colte “ having three 
daughters of honest conversation and virtuous 
education” With the second of them he fell in 
love, or at any rate, in the quaint words of his 
biographer, “ his mind most served him to the 
second daughter, for that he thought her the fairest 
and best favoured,” but the natural consequence 
was not what might be expected Laban, it will 
be remembered, in the patriarchal story refused to 
allow Jacob to have his beloved Rachel, because 
the second daughter must not be allowed to marry 
before the first, so Lea the eldest daughter was 
given him in marriage instead It was this strange 
view of things that determined our lover’s conduct 
"When he considered” (the narrative continues) 
" that It would be both great grief and some shame 
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also to the eldest to see her younger sister m 
marriage preferred before her, he then of a certain 
pity framed his fancy towards her and soon after 
married her And when he had married her he 
set up a patriarchal household of his own , when 
his daughters grew up and married, he had them 
and their husbands, together with their children 
and all the other members of his family, living 
with him under the same roof 

In Ins religion, likewise, the same tendencies 
reveal themselves , m his inmost religious life the 
rdle of the Father is perhaps the most conspicuous 
element His common stock of religious ideas 
was that of the humanists whose enlightenment 
he shared With them he attacked the ignorance 
of the priests and their worldly ambition, and 
often enough their sordid lives. He was impatient 
with their soulless handling of divine things, their 
perfunctory performance of the ceremonies of the 
church But there was one aspect of the priest- 
hood, one article of the Roman faith he could 
never for a moment question, implicit obedience 
to the Holy Father “ Against any encroachment 
on the Pope’s authority” his most sympathetic 
biographer tells us, ” everj*^ fibre of his mind and 
body was prepared to resist to the last As 
soon as the papal claim to supremacy in matters 
of religion was disputed, every pretension of the 
Papacy seemed to take in his mind the character 
of an indisputable law of nature ” As indeed for 
his nature it was Equally significant are the 
views on religion that find expression m the 
Utopia The God of the Utopians has none but 
philosophic attributes He is described in the 
language of the purest Stoic pantheism, yet with 
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one personal attribute he must needs be endowed. 
“Him they call Father of all” Is it a wonder 
then that when any questioned the supremacy of 
the Holy Father he, “than whom nature never 
devised a gentler, sweeter or happier soul,” in- 
flicted on them brutal, physical torture of the 
most stupid and revolting kind ? There is no 
contradiction here, nor did any ever manifest 
Itself to his dying day As he laid his head on 
the block his dying jest was to thrust forward 
his beard with the remark, “ Pity that should be 
cut, it hath committed no treason” Would that 
it had been otherwise • 

But the account cannot continue in the language 
of a fashionable psychology, richly allusive though 
it be. There were other conflicts in his nature, 
both real and apparent, to which such language 
is only indirectly applicable 

That More was of an essentially religious cast 
of mind IS obvious , no matter from what angle 
we may view his life, no matter what aspect of his 
career we may touch upon, this characteristic leaps 
to the eye So profoundly religious was he that 
he never realised himself that his religion was his 
personality Throughout his life, to quote his 
modem biographer once more, he fatally mis- 
calculated the force of his religious convictions 
As a young man he was punctilious in following 
all the observances of the pious Catholic, and in 
the course of his life this habit (though it was 
never merely that) became second nature with him 
A characteristic anecdote is related in this connec- 
tion The Duke of Norfolk happened to come 
upon him one Sunday morning in his parish 
Church at Chelsea wearing a surplice and singing 
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came into his life, and within a year his extra- 
ordinary marriage ivas an accomplished fact 
The significance of that marriage has alread)’’ been 
indicated so far as its more obvious aspects are 
concerned Unfortunately not enough is known 
of all the circumstances to enable us to understand 
as much as we would like The scope for con- 
jecture is a wude one and the temptation to specu- 
late very difficult to resist If only he had married 
the daughter he loved and she had been on the 
side of the reformers, it is morally certain that the 
dark page of the persecutions would never ha\e 
been filled Perhaps w'e ma3>- ^ enture further In 
all the great enthusiasms of his nature he show'^ed 
himself distinctly a child of the Renaissance, He 
was the personal friend of most of the men whose 
names typify the mo\ ement in its various phases 
His own WTitings breathed its spint , all his 
occupations were those characteristic of the age 
In his office he unconsciousty stood for one of the 
great Renaissance forces in social life, then only 
dimly understood, if at all In his person he w'as 
the first of a line of lay Lord Chancellors For 
centuries ecclesiasbcs had always held that position 
and the appointment of a layman was almost 
unknowm After him hardly a single ecclesiastic 
w^as ever appointed to the office Yet m all things 
he did and w'as, he seems never to have had an 
inkling of the great moulding forces of the time 
he so strikingly reflected Some of the histone 
figures in English public life ha\ e possessed almost 
prophetic vision of the tendencies of their age 
hlore shares tlieir profound religious fenmur, their 
rapt contemplation of a truth underlying the 
appearance of things and their moral courage m 
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his profession and by that time he was prepared, 
though still ill-mclmed, to embark upon his public 
career It was a career marked by all the charac- 
teristics one associates with English statesmen 
whose genius is religion He was indefatigable 
in his work, his standard of integrity amazed his 
subordinates and contrasted remarkably with that 
of Wolsey, he was utterly unselfish in all he did 
and had no thought but for the public good 
His aims and ideals were similarly what one would 
expect , even the expression of them has a familiar 
ring — They might have his head if only the 
European nations were at peace, and uniformity 
prevailed in religion — Into public life he carried 
over the yearnings of the religious temperament, 
something too of an unsatisfied nature, and the 
inexorable demands of the Father 

Nevertheless, the predominant trends of More’s 
mind were now definitely realistic The merchants 
of the City of London would hardly have chosen 
for the negotiation of a commercial treaty one who 
impressed them as a visionary or a monk out of 
his cloister , and we may be sure that though he 
wore a hair shirt next his skin he had their interests 
very much at heart He led an exceedingly active 
life, and for such pursuits as literature he had to 
snatch a few hours after the rest of his household 
had retired to bed, or rise early in the morning 
long before they were up He engaged in music 
as a pastime, and his familiar conversation was 
that of a wag He entertained congenial company 
lavishly, and readily exchanged civilities with all 
manner of men Detached, aloof, if you will, he 
was never, as so many religious characters have 
been, a hermit among men The discussions in 
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the first book of the Utopia admirably bring out 
the temper of his mind m this respect The pro- 
posal to substitute what is virtually a form of penal 
servitude for the death penalty in the case of 
convicted thieves is rounded off with a concrete 
suggestion for carrying it into effect Waj s and 
means must be found and More knows what they 
are Unerringly does he put his finger on the con- 
stitutional device available for its introduction. 
Even more clearly does this shew itself later on, 
when the discussion turns on the place of political 
speculation m the actual world of practical politics 
We have all met the impatient idealist and the 
enthusiast with his social panacea, but it is rare to 
find m a zealous reformer such complete sanity 
and such a vivid sense of the actual as we find in 
the Utopia “ Indeed, quoth 1, this school phil- 
osophy hath no place among kings But there is 
another philosophy more civil which knoweth as 
ye would say her own stage and playeth her 
part accordingly What part soever you have 

taken upon you play that as well as you can and 
make the best of it, and do not therefore disturb 
and bring out of order the whole matter because 
that another which is merrier and better cometh 
to your remembrance" Nor, in fact, did this 
practical sense ever desert him. His ever increas- 
ing preoccupation with religion after his resigna- 
tion, his acrimonious theological controversies, the 
lengthy imprisonment preceding his trial, which 
grew more and more rigorous as time advanced 
’ could m no way impair it In the account Roper 
preserves for us of h\s final address to the Court 
there is a characteristic passage "Though your 
> lordships have now in earth been judges to my 
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condemnation we may yet hereafter in heaven 
merrily all meet together to our everlasting salva- 
tion ” Even in that supreme hour of bitterness 
and exhaustion he could not forget that his judges 
bore no personal responsibility for the sentence 
they had just passed They were but doing their 
offices even as he was doing his 

Indeed it is this realism that provides the key 
to much that has been misunderstood in the Utopia 
Not that any interpretation of his character will 
altogether make the Utopia seem a consistent 
whole The conflicts of his inner life, as has been 
suggested already, were never more than super- 
ficially resolved, and they are carried over into the 
Utopia, which in so many senses is the faithful 
representation of the whole man The book is 
divided into two parts utterly different in style, 
matter, and treatment Yet once the essentially 
realistic bent of bis mind is grasped, a principle of 
unity running through the whole can be discovered 
and the meaning and purpose of the book more 
readily appreciated The first characteristic that 
marks off the Utopia from other works of its kind 
and stamps it even more as a product of the 
Renaissance is just this quality of realism It is 
usual to emphasise the debt owed by the Utopia 
to Plato’s Republic, but it is seldom appreciated 
how significant the connection really is More 
was no servile, literary imitator of the Republic 
His was an original contribution to the Platonic 
tradition This has not always been the case with 
those whose names are prominently associated 
with that tradition It is on record that a philo- 
sopher went to the Roman Emperor and asked 
permission to realise the Platonic state in a com- 
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munity to be artificially created m the Campagna. 
No such philosophic fooling ever occupied the 
mind of More Plato was concerned with the 
social problems of his time and the more signi- 
ficant oscillations in the social system they 
illustrated, with the understanding of social 
tendencies and the search for the true method of 
dealing with them The same may be said of 
More with equal truth, and the Uiopia itself is the 
evidence for it. Roughly speaking, the first book 
IS a discussion of practical social problems, the 
second a description of the perfections of an ideal 
state. The striking differences between the two 
are as eloquent in this connection as the common 
element which pervades them both In style the 
second book is but plain narrative, while the first 
is a vivid piece of dramatic writing , in tone the 
second is almost colourless compared with the 
variety and vigour of the first , there is little if any 
of his characteristic humour in the second, while 
the first owes much to the staple conversation of 
his home, the literary involution of the first is 
incomparably better done than in the second , 
much in the second is remote reflection, the very 
stuff of many a Book of Thoughts, the first is 
often vigorous polemic. It is significant too that 
the second part was written before the first, very 
much as if the practical side of More’s character 
was not to be liberated till disburdened of the 
more ideal aspirations of his religious nature. 
That part of his nature that was left unsatisfied 
at his marriage must needs find expression first 
But, indeed, the visionary character of the second 
book has been much over-emphasised It would 
seem to be due to the initial prejudice of popular 
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association of aU visionarj’^ projects with the name 
of the book and the author It is a commonplace 
that most of the social reforms that have come 
into being since the book was written are there 
adumbrated for the first time But the fact is 
that the second part is by no means all of a piece. 
The purely imaginative element is practically 
confined to the literary structure, the description 
of the island, Amaurote and the rest, the political 
speculations varjnng in character according to the 
author’s gnp of the practical problem in issue, or 
the nature of the question he is setting himself to 
discuss \^Tien he likes he can keep \ ery close to 
the practical suggestions of the first book , at other 
times he is but follow mg out trains of speculation 
to their logical conclusions It is comparative!}' 
rarely that baffled by the impossibilities of a situa- 
tion he takes refuge in a well-known phantasy, and 
imagines a state of affairs that is a mere inversion 
of that prevailing in the w'orkaday world But 
that IS only a limitmg position The whole is a 
free handling of practical problems that only grows 
vTsionar)' as the problems themselves grow remote 
from ev'erj'day experience. Throughout it is im- 
aginative, but it is the imagination of practical 
wTsdom 

And that is the secret of the UtopicHs success 
There are books in plenty that giv'e free rein to 
the imagination, and by their flight from reality 
cheat the illusions of life. But no such w'ork h^ 
ever enjoyed a tithe of the influence the Utopia 
has wielded From whatever pomt of view we 
look at It Its success has been remarkable No 
one standard can measure it, and critics find it 
hard to select anything like a representative in- 
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dication The wisest fall back on that afforded 
by the demand of the reading public at the time 
of its publication, for the million sales of a modern 
novel pale into significance beside the reception 
It met with The most flattering of the descrip- 
tions showered upon it became part of the sober, 
everyday title by which the work was known In 
this “ trul}^ golden book ” emperor and priest, king 
and peasant, artist and scholar, and every figure 
of the Tudor world found his own baser metal 
transmuted. It struck a responsive chord in the 
hearts of thoughtful men and women ever3nvhere 
in Europe, and Utopia became the day-dream of 
the Renaissance The history of modern Europe 
is the story of the development of the Renaissance 
forces, and as each m turn has helped to mould 
the frame of its social life, it has realised one or 
other aspect of that wonderful dream Slowly, but 
inevitably, the stuff of Utopia has replaced the 
outworn fabric of European society So thoroughly 
has this process worked itself out that at the 
beginning of the last century there were only two 
of its cardinal ideas still unrealised, and of these 
the abolition of chattel slaver)'- was fast becoming 
the most urgent public question of the day It 
was this that kindled for the last time the embers 
of the Renaissance fires A ghastly comedy had 
been enacting in Europe. The Congress of Vienna 
had staged a masque of the chief political vices 
with the crowning of virtue for an interlude With 
stately phrase and solemn gesture the world was 
declared rid of chattel slavery But the humour 
of Utopia was not to be baulked The spint of 
More walked the earth once more It touched the 
minds of a small band of Englishmen, who learnt 
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that true religion is not to retire from the world 
when evil triumphs, but to make the world its 
home and mould social life after the pattern it 
divines It touched them v\ ith its pnstine courage, 
Its undaunted patience, its sacramental handling 
of all common things Theirs vas the fire of his 
imagination, theirs, too, his passionate humanism 
And they set themselves to do what the Treaty 
had pretended to do, nownse daunted by its 
gigantic cheat And thus it comes about that, 
wnth chattel slaver}'^ banished, there is but one 
thing left to realise of the day-dream of the 
Renaissance — to nd the world of organised war 
All too recently an even ghastlier comedy has 
been enacting in Europe with a varied masque but 
a similar interlude. With stately phrase and 
solemn gesture the world was declared nd of 
organised war But the humour of Utopia. . 
But that IS a theme for other pens Our concern 
IS but wnth da5’'-dreams, the day-dreams of an 
artist w^ho, despite the gloom, can see the sun on 
the wull, and when the sun goes down and the 
stars appear can feel the calm of an all pervading 
peace slowly steal o\ er a carew om world 

H G 
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THE FIRST BOOK 
OF THE COMMUNICATION OF 
RAPHAEL HYTHLODAY^ 

Concerning the best state of a Commonwealth 

The most victorious and triumphant King of 
England, Henr)^ the Eighth of that name, in all 
royal virtues a pnnce most peerless, had of late in 
controversy with Charles, the right high and mighty 
King of Castile," weighty matters and of great 
importance, for the debatement and final deter- 
mination whereof the king’s Majesty sent me 
ambassador into Flanders, joined in commission 
I The name js purelj fonaful 

® Charles I of Spam, afterwards Charles V of the Holy Roman 
Empire 
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MORE AT BRUGES 

v/ith Cuthbert Tunstall,^ a man doubtless out of 
companson, and whom the king’s Majesty of late, 
to the great rejoicing of all men, did prefer to the 
ofifice of Master of the Rolls But of this man’s 
praises I will say nothing, not because I do fear 
that small credence shall be given to the testimony 
that cometh out of a fnend’s mouth, but because 
bis virtue and learning be greater and of more 
excellency, than that 1 am able to praise them , 
and also in all places so famous and so perfectly 
well known, that they need not, nor ought not, of 
me to be praised unless I would seem to shew and 
set forth the brightness of the sun with a candle, 
as the proverb saith 

There met us at Bruges (for thus it was before 
agreed) they whom their pnnce had for that matter 
appointed commissioners, excellent men all The 
chief and head of them was the Margrave (as they 
call him) of Bruges, a nght honourable man, but 
the wisest and the best spoken of them was George 
Temsice, Provost of Casselles,^ a man not only by 
learning, but also by nature, of singular eloquence, 
and in the laws profoundly learned but in reasoning 
and debating of matters, what by his natural wit 
and what by daily exercise, surely he had few 
fellows After that we had once or twice met, and 
upon certain points or articles could not fully and 
thoroughly agree, they for a certain space took 
their leave of us and departed to Brussels, there to 
know their prince’s pleasure I in the meantime 
(for so my business lay) went straight thence to 
Antv^ erp 

1 1474 ISSS Bishop of London, 1522, of Dorham, 1530, of 
which he was twice depnved 

* The Roman C»-,teliam Monnornm, now Caasel, in Franco 
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PETER GILES OF A^’T^^ ERP 


While 1 was there abiding, oftentimes among 
other, but which ^ to me was more welcome than 
any other, did visit me one Peter Gilcsr a citircn 
of Antwerp, a man there in his country' of honest 
reputation, and also preferred to high promotion, 
worthy truly of the highest For it is hard to say 
whether the young man be in learning or in honesty 
more excellent. For he is both of w onderful \ irtuous 
conditions, and also singularly well learned, and 
towards all sorts of people exceeding gentle but 
towards his friends so kindhearted, so lo\ing, so 
faithful, so trust}', and of so earnest affection, that it 
were verj' hard in any place to find a man that w ith 
him in all points of friendship may be compared 
No man can be more lowly or courteous No man 
useth less simulation or dissimulation, m no man 
is more prudent simplicity Besides this, he is in 
his talk and communication so merry and pleasant, 
yea, and thatwnthout harm, that through his gentle 
entertainment and his sw'eet and delectable com- 
munication, in me w'as greatly abated and 
diminished the fervent desire that 1 had to see my 
native country, mj' wife, and my children, whom 
then I did much long and covet to see, because 
that at that time 1 had been more than four months 
from them 


I 


Upon a certain day, as I was hearing the divine 
semce in Our Lady’s Church, which is the fairest, 
the most gorgeous, and curious church of building 
in all the city, and also most frequented of people, 
and, the semce being done, was ready to go home 
to my lodging, I chanced to espy this foresaid Peter 
talking with a certain stranger, a man well stneken 


• say wlio instead of which 

One of the pupils of Erasmus. 
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RAPHAEL HYTHLODAY 


in age, with a black sunburnt face, a long beard, 
and a cloak cast homely about his shoulders, whom 
by his favour and apparel forthwith I judged to be 
a mariner But when the said Peter saw me, he 
cometh unto me and saluteth me And as I was 
about to answer him “ See you this man ? ” saith 
he (and therewith he pointed to the man that I 
saw him talking with before), “ I was minded,” 
quoth he, “ to bring him straight home to you ” 
“ He should have been very welcome to me,” said 
I, “ for your sake ” “ Nay,” (quoth he) “ for his 
own sake, if you knew him, for there is no man 
this day living that can tell you of so many strange 
and unknown peoples and countries as this man 
can And I know well that you be very desirous 
to hear of such news ” “ Then I conjectured not 

far amiss ” (quoth I), “ for even at the first sight 
I judged him to be a mariner” “Nay,” (quoth 
he), “there ye were greatly deceived, he hath 
sailed, indeed, not as the mariner Palinurus,^ but 
as the expert and prudent prince, Ulysses — yea, 
rather as the ancient and sage philosopher Plato 
For this same Raphael Hythloday (for this is his 
name) is very well learned in the Latin tongue, 
but profound and excellent in the Greek language, 
wherein he ever bestowed more study than in the 
Latin, because he had given himself wholly to the 
study of philosophy whereof he knew that there 
is nothing extant in Latin that is to any purpose, 
saving a few of Seneca’s and Cicero’s doings His 
patrimony that he was born unto, he left to his 
brethren (for he is a Portugal born), and for the 
desire he had to see and know the far countries 


* The helmsman of Aeneas (Aenctd, ni, 202), drowned off the 
Italian coast 
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doing farther from care than jeopardy^, insomuch 
that It IS greatly to be doubted, lest that thing, 
through their own foolish hardiness, shall turn 
them to evil and harm,^ which at the first was sup- 
posed should be to them good and commodious 
But what he told us that he saw, in every country 
where he came, it were very long to declare 
Neither is it my purpose at this time to make re- 
hearsal thereof, but peradventure in another place 
will I speak of it, chiefly such things as shall be 
profitable to be known, as in special be those 
decrees and ordinances that he marked to be well 
and wisely provided and enacted among such 
people as do live together in a civil policy and 
good order For of such things did we busily 
inquire and demand of him, and he likewise very 
willingly told us of the same But as for monsters, 
because they be nothing new, of them we were 
nothing inquisitive For nothing is more easy 
to be found, than be barking Scyllas, ravening 
Celaenos, and Laestrygonians,®devourers of people, 
and such like great and incredible monsters , but 
to find citizens ruled by good and wholesome laws, 
that IS an exceeding rare and hard thing But as 
he marked many fond and foolish laws in those 
new-found lands, so he rehearsed many acts and 
constitutions whereby these our cities, nations, 
countries, and kingdoms may take ensample, to 
amend their faults, enormities, and errors, whereof 

' They are apt to imperil their lires through carelessness or too 
great sense of security 

- Turn out a misfortune to them (L eir) 

* Scjlla and Charybois were two fabulous sea monsters, half- 
maidens, half-fish, surrounded below by hideous dogs, located in 
^e Straits of Messma Cclaeno was one of the Harpies The 
Lacstrjgones were cannibal giants, seen and described by Uhsses, 
vanonsl> located 
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NOT ACCEPTED BY HIM 


not only lusty and in good health but also m the 
flower of my youth, divide among my friends and 
kinsfolk which I think with this my liberality 
ought to hold them contented, and not^ to require 
nor to look that, besides this, I should for their 
sakes give myself in bondage to kings” “Nay, 
God forbid,” (quoth Peter), “it is not my mind 
that you should be in bondage to kings, but as a 
retainer to them at your pleasure,® which surely I 
think IS the nighest way that you can devise, how 
to bestow your time fruitfully, not only for the 
private commodity of your friends and for the 
general profit of all sorts of people, but also for 
the advancement of yourself to a much wealthier 
state and condition than you be now in ” 

“To a wealthier condition” (quoth Raphael) 
“by that means that my mind standeth clean 
against? Now I live at liberty after mine own 
mind and pleasure which I think very few of 
these great states and peers of realms can say 
Yea, and there be enough of them that seek for 
great men’s friendships, and therefore think it no 
great hurt, if they have not me nor two or three 
such other as I am ” 

“ Well I perceive plainly, friend Raphael,” (quoth 
I) “ that you be desirous neither of riches nor of 
power And truly I have in no less reverence and 
estimation a man that is of your mind, than any 
of them all that be so high in power and authority. 
But you shall do as it becometh you, yea, and 
according to this wisdom and this high and free 

’ And tlml they ought not to 

® [This, quoth Kaphnel, is n sj liable longer than tint Lnt J^iJC 
esl, jngutt tile, tma s^llaba plus quam servtas, there being n plnv 
upon servtas tiiservtas ] The Latin goes on “ But I thinlc ", 
quoth Peter, " whatever you call it, that it is the nighest ” 
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courage of yours, if you can find in your heart so 
to appoint and dispose yourself, that you may 
apply your wit and diligence to the weal publique, 
though it be somewhat to your own pain and 
hindrance. And this shall you never so well do, 
nor with so great profit perform, as if you be of 
some great prince’s council, and put in his head 
(as I doubt not but you will) honest opinions and 
virtuous persuasions For from the prince, as from 
a perpetual well-spring, cometh among the people 
the flood of all that is good or evil But in you is 
so perfect learning that without any experience, 
and again so great experience that without any 
learning, you may well be any king’s councillor ” 
“You be twice deceived. Master More”, (quoth 
he) “ first in me and again in the thing itself For 
neither is in me that ability that you force upon 
me , and if it were never so much, yet in disquiet- 
ing mine own quietness I should nothing further 
the weal publique For, first of all, the most part 
of all princes have more delight in warlike matters 
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RAPHAEL AGAIN REFUSES 

and feats of chnalry (the knowledge w'hereof I 
neither have nor desire) than in the good feats of 
peace, and employ much more study how' by right 
or wrong to enlarge their dominions, than how' 
w'ell and peaceably to rule and govern that they 
have already Moreover, they that be councillors 
to kings, every one of them either is of himself so 
w'lse indeed that he need not, or else he thinketh 
himself so w'lse that he wnll not, allow another 
man’s counsel saving that they do shamefully 
and flattenngly giv'e assent to the fond and foolish 
sa3'ings of certain great men, w'hose fav'ours, be- 
cause the}' be in high authont}' with their prince, 
by assentation and flattering the}' labour to obtain 
And v'enly it is naturall}' giv'en to all men to 
esteem their own mv'entions best So both the 
raven and the ape think their own young ones 
fairest 

“ Then, if a man in such a company, w'here some 
disdam and hav'e despite at other men’s inventions, 
and some count their ow'n best, if among such men, 
I say, a man should bring forth anything that he 
hath read done in times past, or that he hath seen 
done in other places, there the hearers fare as 
though the w'hole estimation of their w'isdom w'ere 
in Jeopardy to be ov'erthrown, and [think] that 
ever after they should be counted forverj' diserdes, 
unless they could in other men’s mv'entions pick 
out matter to reprehend and find fault at If all 
other poor helps fail, then this is their extreme 
refuge. ‘ These things ’ (saj' the} ) ‘ pleased our 
forefathers and ancestors would God w e could be 
so wise as they were ’ And as though they had 
w ittily concluded the matter, and w ith this answ'er 
stopped every man’s mouth, they sit down again 
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THIEVES HANGED IN ENGLAND 


great delight many times with rough speech to his 
suitors to prove, but without harm, what prompt 
wit and what bold spirit were in every man In 
the which, as in a virtue much agreeing with his 
nature, so that therewith were not joined impudence, 
he took great delectation , and the same person, 
as apt and meet to have an administration in the 
weal pubhque, he did lovingly embrace In his 
speech he was fine, eloquent, and pithy In the 
law he had profound knowledge, in wit he was 
incomparable, and m memory wonderful excellent 
These qualities, which in him were by nature 
singular, he by learning and use had made perfect 
The king put much trust in his counsel, the weal 
pubhque also in a manner leaned unto him when I 
was there For even in the chief of his youth he 
was taken from school into the Court, and there 
passed all his time in much trouble and business, 
and was continually troubled and tossed witli 
divers misfortunes and adversities And so by 
many and great dangers he learned the experience 
of the world, which so being learned cannot easily 
be forgotten 

“ It chanced on a certain day when I sat at his 
table, there was also a certain layman, cunning in 
the laws of your realm , who, I cannot tell whereof 
taking occasion, began diligently and busily to 
praise that strait and rigorous justice, which at 
that time v'as there executed upon felons, who, as 
he said, were for tlie most part^ twenty hanged 
together upon one gallows And, seeing so few' 
escaped punishment, he said he could not choose 
but greatly w'onder and marvel, how and by w'hat 
evil luck it should so come to pass that thieves 




HYTHLODAY’S DISAPPROVAL 

nevertheless were m every place so rife and rank 
‘ Nay, sir,’ quoth 1 (for 1 durst boldly speak my 
mind before the cardinal), ‘ marvel nothing hereat, 
for this punishment of thieves passetli the limits 
of justice, and is also very hurtful to the weal 
publique For it is too extreme and cruel a 
punishment for theft and yet not sufficient to 
refrain men from theft For simple theft is not so 
great an offence, that it ought to be punished with 
death , neither there is any punishment so horrible, 
that It can keep them from stealing which have 
none other craft whereby to get their living. 
Therefore m this point, not you only, but also the 
most part of the world, be like evil schoolmasters, 
which be readier to beat than to teach their 
scholars. For great and horrible punishments be 
appointed for thieves , whereas much rather pro- 
vision should have been made, that there were 
some means whereby they might get their living, 
so that no man should be driven to this extreme 
necessity, first to steal, and then to die’ ‘Yes,’ 
(quoth he), ‘ this matter is well enough provided 
for already There be handicrafts, there is hus- 
bandry, to get their living by, if they would not 
willingly be naught ’ ‘ Nay,’ (quoth I), ‘ you shall 
not escape so , for, first of all, I will speak nothing 
of them that come home out of war maimed and 
lame, as not long ago out of Blackheath Field, 
and a little before that out of the wars in France,^ 
such (I say) as put their lives in jeopardy for the 
veal pubhque’s or the king’s sake, and by the 
reason of weakness and lameness be not able to 


Vihidi was to prevent a French annexaUon of 
rtnif) Hcnt\ invaded France, bnt after besieging 

Uoulognc, came to terms with the French King 
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occupy their old crafts, and be too aged to learn 
nevr, of them I \nll speak nothing, because war 
like the tide ebbeth and fioweth But let us 
consider those things that chance daily before 
our e}-es 

“‘First, there is a great number of gentlemen 
which cannot be content to live idle themseh’es, 
hke dorrs, of that which others have laboured for , 
their tenants I mean, whom they poll and shave 
to the quick by raising their rents (for this only 
point of frugalit}- do they use, men else through 
tneir la\ash and prodigal spending able to bring 
themselves to verv' b^garv*) these gentlemen (I 
say) do not only live in idleness themselves, but 
also carrv* about with them at their tails a great 
flock or tram of idle and loitering serving-men, 
which ne\'er leamea any craft whereby to get their 
livings. These men, as soon as their master is 
dead, or [they] be sick themselves, be incontment 
thrust out of doors. For gentlemen had rather 
keep idle persons than sick men , and man}- times 


the dead man’s heir is not able to maintain so 
great a house, and keep so many serving-men, as 
his father did Then m the mean season they that 
be thus destitute of service either starve for hunger, 
or manfully play the thieves For what would 
you have them to do ? When they have wandered 
abroad so long, until they have worn threadbare 
their apparel, and also appaired their health, then 
gentlemen, because of their pale and sick faces 
and patched coats, will not take them into service 
And husbandmen dare not set them a-work, know- 
ing well enough that he is nothing meet to do 
true and faithful service to a poor man with a 
spade and mattock, for small wages and hard fare, 
which, being daintily and tenderly pampered up 
in idleness and pleasure, was wont with a sword 
and a buckler by his side to jet through the street 
with a bragging look and to think himself too 
good to be any man’s mate ’ 

“ ‘ Nay, by St Mary, sir,’ (quoth the lawj'^er), ‘ not 
so, for this kind of men must we make most of. 
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PLAGUE OF MERCENARIES 


For in them es men of stouter stomschs bolder 
spirits End niEnlier conrEges than. hEndicrEftsmen 
End plonghmen be, doth consist the whole power 
strength End puissEnce of onr host, when we must 
fight in battle/ 

‘ Forsooth, sir, as well you might say, (quoth 
I), ‘ tnat for war's sake you must cherish th’e\*es. 
For surely you shall never lack thieves^ while you 
have them. Xo, nor thieves ^ be not the most false 
and faint-hearted soldiers nor soldiers be not the 
cowardliest thieves, so well these two crafts agree 
together. But this fault, though it be much used 
among you yet it is not peculiar to you onh*. but 
common also almost to all nations. Yet France, 
besides this, is troubled and infected with a much 
sorer plague. Tne whole realm is filled and be- 
sieged with hired soldiers m peace-time (if that be 
peace) which be brought in under the same colour 
and pretence, that hath persuaded v*ou to keep 
these idle serving-men For these wise fools and 
verv- arch-dolts thought the wealth of the whole 
countrv' herein to consist if there were ever in a 
readiness a strong and a sure garrison, especially 
of old practised soldiers — for they put no trust at 
all in men unexercised. And therefore they must 
be fain to seek for war, to the end that they may 
ever have practised soldiers and cunning man- 
slayers , lest that (as it is prettily said of Sallust) - 
their hands ana their mmas through laleness or 
lack of exercise should wax auIL But how per- 
nicious and pestilent a thing it is to maintain such 
beasts the Frenchmen by their own harms have 

(L-) Tfc; s«co-<i (robbers) is less 

cce erop'ooos. 

* CariLne, c r-=r^ in.- c"— 



EVIL OF THE SYSTEM 


learned, and the examples of the Romans, Cartha- 
ginians, Syrians, and of many other countries, do 
manifestly declare For not only the Empire, but 
also the fields and cities of all these, by divers 
occasions have been overrun and destroyed of 
their own armies beforehand had in a readiness 
Now, how unneccssarj'^ a thing this is, hereby it 
may appear , that the French soldiers which from 
their youth have been practised and ured in feats 
of arms, do not crack or advance themselves to 
have ver}. often got the upper hand and mastery 
of your new-made and unpractised soldiers But 
in this point I will not use many words, lest per- 
chance I may seem to flatter you No, nor those 
same handicraft men of yours in cities, nor yet the 
rude and uplandish ploughmen of the country, are 
not supposed to be greatly afraid of your gentle- 
men’s idle serving-men, unless it be such as be not 
of body or stature correspondent to their strength 
and courage, or else whose bold stomachs be dis- 
couraged through poverty Thus you may see, 
that It IS not to be feared lest they should be 
effeminated, if they were brought up in good crafts 
and laboursome works, whereby to get their living, 
whose stout and sturdy bodies (for gentlemen 
vouchsafe to corrupt and spill none but picked 
and chosen men) now, either by reason of rest and 
idleness, be brought to weakness, or else by too 
easy and womanly exercises be made feeble and 
unable to endure hardness Truly, howsoever the 
case standeth, this me thinketh is nothing avail- 
able to the weal publique, for war sake, which you 
never have but when you will yourselves, to keep 
and maintain an innumerable flock of that sort of 
men, that be so troublesome and noxious in peace, 
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EXCESSIVE SHEEP-FARMING 


whereof you ought to have a thousand times more 
regard than of war 

“‘But yet this is not the only necessary cause 
of stealing There is another which as I suppose 
IS proper and peculiar to you Englishmen alone’ 
‘vhiat IS that?’ quoth the Cardinal ‘Forsooth,’ 
(quoth I), ‘your sheep, that were wont to be so 
meek and tame, and so small eaters, now, as I hear 
say, be become so great devourers and so wild, 
that they eat up and swallow down the very men 
themselves They consume, destroy, and devour 
whole fields, houses, and cities For look, in what 
parts of the realm doth grow the finest, and there- 
fore dearest wool, there noblemen and gentlemen, 
3'ea, and certain abbots, holy men, God wot, not 
contenting themselves with the yearly revenues 
and profits that were wont to grow to their 
forefather and predecessors of tlieir lands, nor 
being content that they live in rest and pleasure, 
nothing profiting, yea, much annoying the weal 
publique, leave no ground for tillage , they enclose 
all in pastures , they throw down houses , they 
pluck down towns , and leave nothing standing 
but only the church, to make of it a sheep-house 
And as though you lost no small quantity of 
ground by forests, chases, laundes, and parks, 
those good holy men turn all dwelling-places and 
all glebe land into desolation and wilderness 

“‘Therefore, that one covetous and unsatiable cor- 
morant and very plague of his native country may 
compass about and enclose manj'^ thousand acres 
of ground together within one pale or hedge, the 
husbandmen be thrust out of their own, or else 
either bj' covin and fraud, or by violent oppres- 
sion, they be put besides it, or by wrongs and 
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injuries they be so weaned that thej’- be compelled 
to sell all. By one means therefore or by other, 
either bj^ hook or crook, they must needs depart 
away, poor silly wretched souls — men, women, 
husbands, wives, fatherless children, widows, voe- 
ful mothers wth their young babes and their whole 
household small in substance, and much m number, 
as husbandry requireth many hands away they 
trudge I say, out of their known and accustomed 
houses, finding no place to rest in AH their 
household-stuff, which is ver}>- little worth, though 
it might well abide the sale,^ yet being suddenly 
thrust out, they be constrained to sell it for a thing 
of naught And when thej have, wandering about, 
soon spent that, what can they else do but steal, 
and then justl}'-, God wot, be hanged, or else go 
about a-begging? And yet then also they be 
cast in prison as vagabonds, because they go about 
and w ork not , w horn no man mil set a-w ork, 
though they never so willingly offer themsehes 
thereto - For one shepherd or herdman is enough 
to eat up that ground with cattle, to the occupj'^- 
ing whereof about husbandry many hands were 
requisite. 

" * And this is also the cause that victuals be now- 
in many places dearer Yea, besides this the 
price of w ool is so risen that poor folk, w hich w ere 
w ont to w ork it and make cloth of it, be now able 
to bu)^ none at all And bj' this means vein' many 
be fain to forsake w ork, and to give themseh es to 
idleness For after that so much ground was 
enclosed for pasture, an infinite multitude of sheep 

1 Though It would bear keeping 

- [For there is no more occasion for conntrj labour, to which 
the\ have been bred, when there is no arable ground left (Burret, 
omitted bj R.)] 
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died of the rot, such vengeance God took of their 
inordinate and insatiable covetousness, sending 
among the sheep that pestiferous murrain, which 
much more justly should have fallen on the sheep- 
masters’ own heads And though the number of 
sheep increase never so fast, yet the price falleth 
not one mite, because there be so few sellers 
For they be almost all come into a few rich men’s 
hands, whom no need forceth to sell before they 
lust, and they lust not before they may sell as 
dear as they lust Now the same cause bnngetli 
in like dearth of the other kinds of cattle, — ^j'^ea, 
and that so much the more, because that, after 
farms plucked down and husbandrj'- decayed, 
there is no man that passeth for the breeding of 
young store. For these rich men bring not up 
the young ones of great cattle as they do lambs 
But first they buy them abroad very cheap, and 
afterwards, when they be fattened in their pastures, 
they sell them again exceeding dear And there- 
fore (as I suppose) the whole incommodity hereof 
IS not yet felt, for yet they make dearth only in 
those places where they sell But when they 
shall fetch them away from thence where they be 
bred, faster than they can be brought up, then 
shall there also be felt great dearth, when store 
begmneth to fail, there where the ware is bought 
Thus the unreasonable covetousness of a few hath 
turned that thing to the utter undoing of your 
island, in the which thing the chief felicity of your 
realm did consist. For this great dearth of victuals 
causeth every man to keep as little houses and as 
small hospitality as he possibly may, and to put 
away their servants, whither, I pray you, but a- 
begging? or else (which these gentle bloods and 
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THE MAKING OF THIEVES 


than just or profitable. For by suflering" your 
youth wantonly and vnciously to be brought up, 
and to be infected even from their tender age by 
little and little with vice, then a God’s name to be 
punished, when they commit the same faults after 
they come to man’s estate, which from their youth 
they were ever like to do in this point, I pray you, 
w^hat other thing do you, than make thieves and 
then punish them ? ’ 

“Now, as I was thus speaking, the laivyer began 
to make himself ready to answ-er, and was deter- 
mined with himself to use the common fashion and 
trade of disputers, which be more diligent in re- 
hearsing than answering, as thinking the memory 
worthy of the chief praise ' Indeed, sir,’ (quoth 
he), ‘3’'ou have said well, being but a stranger, and 
one that might rather hear something of these 
matters, than have any exact or perfect knowledge 
of the same, as I will incontinent by open proof 
make manifest and plain For first I wall rehearse 
in order all that you have said then I w'lll declare 
in what things you be deceived, through Jack of 
knowledge in all our fashions, manners, and 
customs , and, last of all, I will answer to your 
arguments, and confute them every one First 
therefore, I will begin where I promised Four 
things you seemed to me’ — ‘Hold your peace, 
quoth the Cardinal, ‘ for belike you will make no 
short answer, v/hich make such a beginning , 
wherefore at this time you shall not take the pains 
to make your answer, but keep it to your next 
meeting, which I would be nght glad that it might 
be even to-morrow next (unless either you or 
Master Raphael have any earnest let) ^ But now% 

* Unless anything senons prevents yon 
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hanging of thieves 

Master Raphael, I nnouW very gladly hear of you 
you thmk theft uot worthy to be punj<^hccl 
with death, or what other punishment >ou can 
devise more expedient to the w-eal publiquc For 
I am sure you are not of that mind, that you w'ould 
have theft escape unpunished For if now the 
extreme punishment of death cannot cause them 
to leave stealing, then if ruffians and robbers should 
be sure of their lives, what violence, what fear were 
able to hold their hands from robbing, which would 
take the mitigation of the punishment as a \ ciy’’ 
provocation to the mischief?’ 

“ * Surely, my lord,’ (quoth 1 ), ‘ 1 think it no right 
nor justice that the loss of money should cause the 
loss of man’s life. For mine opinion is that all the 
goods in the world are not able to countervail 
man's life. But if they would thus say that the 
breaking of justice and the transgression of the 
laws is recompensed with this punishment, and 
not the loss of the money, then why may not this 
extreme justice w’ell be called extreme injury? 
For neither so cruel governance, so strait rules, 
and unmerciful law's be allowable, that if a small 
offence be committed, by and by the sword should 
be drawn, nor so stoical ordinances are to be 
borne ivitbal, as to count all offences of such 
equahtj',^ that the killing of a man, or the taking 
of his money from him, were both a matter, ^ and 
the one no more heinous offence than the other 
between the which two, if ive have any respect 
for equity, no similitude or equality consisteth 
God commandeth us that we shall not kilk And 
be we then so hasty to kill a man for taking a little 

* AU paradox that aU sms were cqnal 
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money ? And if any man would understand killing, 
by this commandment of God, to be forbidden 
after no larger wise than man’s constitutions 
defineth killing to be lawful,^ then why may it not 
likewise, by man’s constitutions, be determined after 
what sort whoredom, fornication, and perjury may 
be lawful ? For whereas by the permission of God 
no man hath power to kill neither himself nor yet 
any other man then, if a law made by the consent 
of men concerning slaughter of men ought to be 
of such strength, force, and virtue, that they, which 
contrary to the commandment of God have killed 
those whom this constitution of man commanded 
to be killed, be clean quit and exempt out of the 
bonds and danger of God’s commandment shall 
it not then by this reason follow that the power of 
God’s commandment shall extend no further than 
man’s law doth define and permit? And so it 
shall come to pass, that in like manner man’s 
constitutions in all things shall determine how far 
the observation of all God’s commandments shall 
extend To be short, Moses’s law, though it were 
ungentle and sharp, as a law that was given to 
bondmen, yea, and them very obstinate, stubborn, 
and stiff-necked, yet it punished theft by thej^i-pUrTe^ 
and not with death And let that 

God in the New Law of clemeq mercy, 

under the which He ruleth us with'' ^ fatherly gentle- 
ness as His dear children, hath gg. us greater 
scope and licence to execute cn^taielty one upon 
another 

‘“Now ye have heard the reas] tons, whereby I 
am persuaded that this punishm^itnt is unlawful 
Furthermore I think there is nobodt) y that knoweth 
1 Except so laz as human law declareSj,Qj it lawful 
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S.OMAN AND PERSIAN METHODS 


the world) used in Persia, among the people 
that commonly be called the Polylerites , ^ uhose 
land is both large and ample, and also \\ ell and 
wittily governed , and the people in all conditions 
free and ruled by their ovm lav's, saving that they 
pay a yearl}’- tnbute to the great King of Persia. 
But because they be far from the sea, compassed 
and closed m almost round about w ith high 
mountains, and do content themsehes vith the 
fruit of their own land, vhich is of itself verj’- 
fertile and fruitful, for tlus cause neither they go 
to other countries, nor other come to them And 
according to the old custom of the land, they 
desire not to enlarge the bounds of their dominions , 
and those that the}- have by reason of the high 
hills be easily defended, and the tnbute which 
they pay to the might}’- King setteth them qmt 
and free from warfare Thus their life is com- 
modious rather than g^lant, and ma}'- better be 
called happy or lucky than notable or famous 
For they be not known as much as by name, I 
suppose, saving only to their next neighbours and 
borderers 

‘“They that in this land be attainted and con^'lct 
of felon}^, make restitution of that they stole to the 
nght ov ner, and not (as they do m other lands) to 
the king, v horn the}- think to ha\ e no more right 
to the thief-stolen thing than the thief himself 
hath But if the thing be lost or made away, then 
the value of it is paid of the goods of such offenders 
■which else remaineth all -nhole to their wives and 
children And they themselves be condemned to 
be common labourers and, unless the theft be 
ver}’ heinous, they be neither locked in prison, nor 

^ Gk rTiVii, great, \fjcr, Jioascnse 
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THEIR DRESS AND PRIVILEGES 


of the one ear is cut off Every one of them may 
take meat and drink of their friends, and also a 
coat of their own colour , but to receive money is 
death, as well to the giver as to the receiver And 
no less jeopardy it is for a free man to receive 
money of a serving-man, for any manner of cause , 
and likewise for serving-men to touch weapons 
The serving-men of every several shire be distinct 
and known from other by their several and distinct 
badges, which to cast away is death, as it is also 
to be seen out of the precinct of their own shire, 
or to talk wnth a serving-man of another shire 
And It is no less danger to them for to intend to 
run away, than to do it in deed yea, and to 
conceal such an enterprise in a serving-man it is 
death, in a free man servitude Of the contrary 
part, to him that openeth and uttereth such 
counsels be decreed large gifts , to a free man a 
great sum of money, to a serving-man freedom , 
and to them both forgiveness and pardon of that 
they w ere of counsel m that pretence ^ So that it 
can never be so good for them to go fonvard in 
their evil purpose as by repentance to turn back 
“ ‘ This IS the law and order in this behalf, as I 
have shewed you Wherein what humanity is 
used, how far it is from cruelty, and how com- 
modious it is, you do plainly perceive forasmuch 
as the end of their wrath and punishment intendeth 
nothing else but the destruction of vices and saving 
of men, wuth so using and ordering them that they 
cannot choose but be good, and w^hat harm soever 
they did before, in the residue of their life to make 
amends for the same. Moreover it is so little 
feared that they should turn again to their vicious 
' For having been pnvy to that design. 
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conditions, that \\a3'faring men will foi their safe- 
guard choose them to their guides before any other, 
m ever)'' shire changing and taking new For if 
they would commit robbery, the)^ have nothing 
about them meet for that purpose They mav 
touch no weapons, mone}’' found about them should 
betray the robbery They shall be no sooner 
taken wuth the manner, but forthwith the}^ should 
be punished Neither thc)'^ can have any hope at 
all to escape away by flying For how should a 
man, that in no part of his apparel is like other 
men, fly pnvily unknow'n, unless he would run 
away naked ? Howbeit, so also flying, he should 
be descried ^ by the rounding of his head and his 
ear-mark But it is a thing to be doubted,® that 
they will lay their heads together and conspire 
against the w^eal publique No, no, I warrant you 
For the serving-men of one shire alone could never 
hope to bring to pass such an enterprise, without 
soliciting, enticing, and alluring the serving-men 
of many other shires to take their parts Which 
thing IS to them so impossible, that they may not 
as much as speak or talk together, or salute one 
another No, it is not to be thought that they 
would make their own countrymen and companions 
of their counsel in such a matter, which they know 
well should be jeopardy to the concealer thereof, 
and great commodity and goodness to the opener 
of the same whereas on the other part, there is 
none of them all hopeless or in despair to recover 
again his freedom by humble obedience, by patient 
suffering, and by gaming good tokens and likeli- 
hood of himself, that he will ever after that live 

1 R again has dtsenved 

3 But it may be said tbere is a nsk of their 
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like a true and an honest man For every year 
divers be restored again to their freedom, through 
the commendation of their patience ’ 

“ When I had thus spoken, saying moreover that 
I could see no cause why this order might not be 
had in England, v, ith much more profit than the 
justice v/hich the lawyer so highly praised ‘ Nay,’ 
(quoth the lawyer), 'this could ne\er be so estab- 
lished in England, but that it must needs bring 
the weal publique into great jeopardy and hazard ’ 
And as he was thus sajdng, he shaked his head, 
and made a wry mouth, and so held his peace. 
And all that were there present with one assent 
agreed to his saying 

“‘Well,’ (quoth the Cardinal), ‘yet it were hard 
to judge without a proof whether this order would 
do well here or no But when the sentence of 
death is given, if then the king should command 
execution to be deferred and spared, and would 
prove this order and fashion, taking away the 
privileges of all sanctuaries , if then the proof 
w ould declare the thing to be good and profitable, 
then It were well done that it were established 
else the condemned and reprieved persons may as 
well and as justly be put to death after this proof, 
as w hen they were first cast Neither any jeopardy 
can m the mean space grow hereof Yea, and 
methinketh that these vagabonds may very well 
be ordered after the same fashion, against whom 
we have mtherto made so many laws, and so little 
prevailed.’ 

“ When the Cardinal had thus said, then every 
man ga\e great praise to my sayings, which 
a little before thej. had disallowed But most 
of all v,ss esteemed that which was spoken of 
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vagabonds, because it was the Cardinal’s own 
addition 

“ I cannot tell whether it were best to rehearse 
the communication that followed, for it was not 
very sad But yet you shall hear it, for there was 
no evil in it, and partly it pertained to the matter 
beforesaid. There chanced to stand by a certain 
jesting parasite, or scoffer, which would seem to 
resemble and counterfeit the fool But he did in 
such wise counterfeit, that he was almost the very 
same indeed that he laboured to represent he so 
studied with words and sayings, brought forth so 
out of time and place, to make sport and move 
laughter, that he himself was oftener laughed at 
than his jokes were Yet the foolish fellow brought 
out now and then such indifferent and reasonable 
stuff, that he made the proverb true, which sayeth 
‘he that shooteth oft, at the last shall hit the 
mark’^ So that when one of the company said 
that through my communication a good order was 
found for thieves, and that the Cardinal had well 
provided for vagabonds, so that only remained 
some good provision to be made for them that 
through sickness and age were fallen into poverty, 
and were become so impotent and unwieldy, that 
they were not able to work for their living ‘ Tush,’ 
(quoth he), ‘ let me alone with them you shall see 
me do well enough with them For I had rather 
than any good that this kind of people were 
driven somewhere out of my sight they have so 
sore troubled me many times and oft, when they 
have with their lamentable tears begged money of 

1 R changes the metaphor of the Latin proverb Sr saepe jaacs, 
ahqiiando Ventrem jams “ He who throws the dice often, wiU 
sometimes have a lucky hit ” — (Burnet) 
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me , and yet they could never to my mind so tune 
their song, that thereby they ever got of me one 
farthing For evermore the one of these two 
chanced either that I would not, or else that I 
could not, because I had it not Therefore now 
they be waxed wise When they see me go b}% 
because they will not lose their labour, they let me 
go, and say not one word to me So they look 
for nothing of me , no, in good sooth, no more 
than if I were a pnest But I will make a law, 
that all these beggars shall be distributed and 
bestowed into houses of religion The men shall 
be made lay brethren, as they call them, and the 
women nuns ’ Hereat the Cardinal smiled, and 
allowed it in jest , yea, and all the residue in good 
earnest 

“But a certain friar, graduate m dmnity, took 
such pleasure and delight in this jest of priests 
and monks, that he also, being else a man of grisly 
and stem gravity, began merrily and wantonly to 
jest and taunt ‘Nay,’ (quoth he), ‘you shall not 
so be rid and dispatched of beggars, unless you 
make some provision also for us friars ’ ‘ Why,’ 

(quoth the jester), ‘ that is done already , for my 
lord himself set a very good order for you, when 
he decreed that vagabonds should be kept strait 
and set to work , for you be the greatest and 
veriest vagabonds that be ’ This jest also, when 
tliey saw the Cardinal not disprove it, everj'^ man 
took It gladly, saving only the friar For he (and 
that no marv^el), when he was thus touched on the 
quick and hit on the gall, so fret, so fumed, and 
chafed at it, and was in such a rage, that he could 
not refrain himself from chiding, scolding, railing, 
and reviling He called the fellow ribald, villain, 
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THE ANGRY FRIAR 

of God, felt the seal of the bald} as peradventure 
this scorning villain ribald shall feel ’ ‘You do it’ 
(quoth the Cardinal) ‘perchance of a good mind 
and affection, but mcthmketh you should do, I 
cannot tell whether more holily, certes more 
wisely, if you would not set your wit to a fool’s 
wit, and with a fool take in hand a foolish con- 
tention’ ‘No, forsooth, my lord’, (quoth he), ‘I 
should not do more wisely For Solomon the 
wise saith Answer a fool according to hts foolish- 
ness , ^ like as I do now, and do shew him the pit 
that he shall fall into, if he take not heed For if 
many scorners of Elisha, which was but one bald 
man, felt the zeal of the bald, how much more 
shall one scorner of many friars feel, among whom 
be many bald men ? And we have also the pope’s 
bull, whereby all that mock and scorn us be ex- 
communicate, suspended, and accursed ’ The 
Cardinal, seeing that none end would be made, 
sent away the jester by a privy beck, and turned ® 
the communication to another matter Shortly 
after, when he was risen from the table, he went 
to hear his suitors, and so dismissed us 

“ Look, Master More, with how long and tedious 
a tale I have kept you, which surely I would have 
been ashamed to have done, but that you so 
earnestly desired me, and did after such a sort 
give ear unto it, as though you would not that 
any parcel of that communication should be left 
out which, though I have done somewhat briefly, 
yet could I not choose but rehearse it, for the 
judgement of them, which, when they had im- 

J From the hymn of Adam of S Victor based on 2 Kings, u, 24 

® Proverbs, kxvi, 4 

® Lat abbs ro/wwifDww, “ conveniently,” “opportunely ” 
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RAPHAEL STILL REJECTS IT 

feHcit}^ if philosophers wlH \ouchsafe to instruct 
kings u*ith their good counsels^” “They be not 
so unkind ” (quoth he) " but they would gladly do 
it ; }'ea, raan\' have done it already in books that 
they have put forth, if kings and pnnces \\ ould be 
^\lIling and ready to follow good counsel But 
Plato did doubtless well foresee, unless kings them- 
sehes would apply their minds to the study of 
philosophy, that else they w ould never thoroughly 
allow the counsel of philosophers, being themselves 
before even from their tender age infected and 
corrupt wnth peiwerse and e\nl opinions Which 
thmg Plato himself proved true in king Dionysius - 
If I should propose to any king wholesome decrees, 
doing my endeavour to pluck out of his mind tlie 
pernicious onginal causes of vice and naughtiness, 
think you not that I should forthwith eitlier be 
driven awa}', or else made a laughing-stock ? 

“Go to, suppose that I were with tlie French 
king, and there sitting in his council, w hile tliat in 
that most secret consultation, the king himself 
there being present in his own person, tliey beat 
their brains, and search the verj' bottoms of their 
wdts to discuss bj)- what craft and means tlie king 
may still keep Milan, and draw’^ to him again 
fugitive Naples , and then how to conquer the 
Venetians, and how to bnng under his jurisdiction 
all Italy , then how to w m the dominion of 
Flanders, Brabant, and of all Burgundy, with 
dners other lands whose kingdoms he hatli long 
ago in mind and purpose mraded Here, while 
one counselleth to conclude a league of peace wnth 

1 There should probablv be a negaUve here (will r.r) as in the 
Latin 

= Dionysius the younger, tyrant of Si-racnse, nhose education 
Plato had charge of 
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THE CASE OF THE ACHORIANS 

the crown of the realm, and affirm himself just 
inhentor thereof, that by this subtle means they 
may hold to them the king, in whom else they 
have but small trust and affiance 
“ Here, I say, where so great and high matters 
be in consultation, where so many noble and w^ise 
men counsel their king only to war , here, if I, silly 
man, should rise up and will them to turn over the 
leaf ^ and leam a new' lesson , saying that my 
counsel is not to meddle with Italy, but to tarry 
stdl at home, and that the kingdom of France 
alone is almost greater than that it may w'ell be 
governed of one man, so that the king should not 
need to study how to get more , and then should 
propose unto them the decrees of the people that 
be called the Achorians, which be situate over 
against the Island of Utopia on the south-east 
side. These Achonans- once made w'ar in their 
king’s quarrel, for to get him another kingdom 
which he laid claim unto, and advanced himself 
right inheritor to the crown thereof by the title of 
an old alliance.^ At the last, when they had gotten 
it, and saw that they had even as much vexation 
and trouble in keeping it as they had m getting it, 
and that either their new conquered subjects by 
sundry occasions w'ere making daily insurrections 
to rebel against them, or else that other countries 
were continually wnth divers inroads and foragings 
mvading them , so that they were ever fightmg, 
either for them, or against them, and never could 
break up their camps , seeing themseh'es in the 
mean season pillaged and impovenshed , their 

1 Lai Tcrii vela to go on another tack. 

- Gk. a, not x^P^i place, corresponding m meaning to Utopia, 

‘ Nowhere.’ 

5 By marriage (Lat. affnilas) 
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PETITION TO THEIR KING 

money carried out of the realm , their own men 
killed to maintain the glory of another nation , 
when they had no war, peace nothing better than 
by reason that their people in war had so 
mured themselves to corrupt and wicked manners, 
that tliey had taken a delight and pleasure m 
robbing and stealing , that through manslaughter 
they had gathered boldness to mischief , that their 
laws were had in contempt and notliing set by or 
regarded , that their king, being troubled with tire 
charge and governance of two kingdoms, could not 
nor was not able perfectly to discharge his office 
towards them both, seeing again that all these 
evils and troubles were endless, at the last laid 
their heads together, and, like faithful and loving 
subjects, gave to their king free choice and liberty 
to keep still the one of these two kingdoms, whether 
he would , alleging that he was not able to keep 
both, and that they were more than might well be 
governed of half a king, forasmuch as no man 
would be content to take him for his muleteer that 
keepcth another man's mules besides his So this 
good prince was constrained to be content with his 
old kingdom, and to gi\e over the new to one of 
his friends , who shortly after was violently driven 
out Furthermore, if I should declare unto them 
that all this busy preparation to war, whereby so 
many nations for his sake should be brought into 
a troublesome hurly-burl)'^, when all his coffers were 
emptied, his treasures w-asted, and his people 
destroyed, should at length through some mis- 
chance be in vain and to none effect, and that 
therefore it were best for him to content himself 
with his own kingdom of France, as his fore-fathers 
and predecessors did before him , to make much 

63 



HOW KINGS RAISE MONEY 

of it, to ennch it, and to make it as flourishing as 
he could , to endeavour himself to love his sub- 
jects, and again to be beloved of them , willingly 
to live \\ ith them, peaceably to govern them , and 
with other kingdoms not to meddle, seeing that 
which he hath already is e\en enough for him, 
yea, and more than he can well turn him to this 
mine advice, Master More, how think you it would 
be heard and taken ? ” “ So God help me, not 

very thankfully ” (quoth I) 

“ Well, let us proceed then ” (quoth he) “ Sup- 
pose that some king and his council ivere together 
whetting their wits, and devising what subtle craft 
they might invent to ennch the king with great 
treasure of money First one counselleth to raise 
and enhance the valuation of money when the 
king must pay any and again to call doi\Ti the 
value of com to less than it is worth when he must 
receive or gather any for thus great sums shall 
be paid with a little money, and where httle is due 
much shall be received Another counselleth to 
feign war, that when under this colour and pretence 
the king hath gathered great abundance of money, 
he may, when it shall please him, make peace with 
great solemnity and holy ceremonies, to blind the 
eyes of the poor commonalty, as taking pity and 
compassion, God wot, upon man’s blood, like a 
loving and a merciful prince 

“Another putteth the king in remembrance of 
certain old and moth-eaten laws, that of long time 
have not been put in execution, which, because no 
man can remember that they were made, every 
man has transgressed The fines of these laws he 
counselleth the king to require for there is no 
way so profitable, nor more honourable , as the 
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uhlch hath a ‘;ho\v and colour of justice Another 
adMseth him to forbid many things under great 
penalties and fines, specially such things as is for 
the people’s profit not to be used and afterwards, 
to dispense for money with them which, by this 
prohibition, sustain loss and damage For by this 
means the favour of the people is won, and profit 
nseth two ways first, by taking forfeits of them 
whom covetousness of gam hath brought in danger 
of this statute, and also by selling privileges and 
licences, which the better that the pnnee is, 
forsooth, the dearer he selleth them , as one 
that is loth to grant to any private person any- 
thing that IS against the profit of his people 
and therefore may sell none but at an exceeding 
dear price 

“ Another giveth the king counsel to endanger 
unto his grace the judges of the realm, that he 
may have them ever on his side, which must in 
every matter dispute and reason for the king’s 
right And they must be called into the king’s 
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HIS CONTROL OF THE JUDGES 

palace, and be desired to argue and discuss Ins 
matters m his own presence. So there shall be 
no matter of his so openly wrong and unjust, 
wherein one or other of them, either because he 
will have something to allege and object, or that 
he is ashamed to say that which is said already, or 
else to pick a thank with his prince, will not find 
some hole open to set a snare in, wherewith to 
take the contrary part in a trip Thus whiles the 
judges cannot agree among themselves, reasoning 
and arguing of that which is plain enough, and 
bringing the manifest truth in doubt, in the mean 
season the king may take a fit occasion to under- 
stand the law as shall make most for his advantage, 
whereunto all other for shame or for fear will 
agree Then the judges may be bold to pronounce 
of the king’s side For he that giveth sentence 
for the king cannot be without a good excuse 
For it shall be sufficient for him to have equity of 
his part, or the bare words of the la.w, or a writhen 
and wrested understanding of the same, or else, 
which with good and just judges is of greater force 
than all laws be, the king’s indisputable prerogative 
To conclude, all the councillors agree and consent 
together with the rich Crassus,^ that no abundance 
of gold can be sufficient for a prince, which must 
keep and maintain an army , furthermore that a 
king, though he would, can do nothing unjustly, 
for all that all men have, yea, also the men them- 
selves be all his , and that every man hath so 
much of his own as the king’s gentleness hath not 
taken from him And that it shall be most for 

^ Marcus Licinius Crassus, called Dires, one of the so called 
— Cxsar, Pompe} , Crassus According to Phny 
(Aar Nist 134) he said that no one could be considered 

rich, unless he had an ailtl jnl^rt cQgtE^sufficient to keep up an array 
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THE IDEAL KING 


the king ought to take more care for the wealth of 
his people than for his own wealth, even as the 
office and duty of a shepherd is, in that he is a 
shepherd, to feed his sheep rather than himself 
For as touching this, that they think the defence 
and maintenance of peace to consist in the poverty 
of the people, the thing itself showeth that they 
be far out of the way For where shall a man find 
more wrangling, quarrelling, brawling, and chiding 
than among beggars ? Who be more desirous of 
new mutations and alterations, than they that be 
not content with the present state of their life? 
Or, finally, who be bolder stomached to bnng all 
in hurly-burly (thereby trusting to get some wind- 
fall) than they that have now nothing to lose? 
And if so be that there were any king, that were 
so smally regarded or so behated of his subjects, 
that other ways he could not keep them in awe, 
but only by open wrongs, by polling and shaving, 
and by bringing them to beggary , surely it were 
better for him to forsake his kingdom, than to 
hold It by this means , whereby though the name 
of a king be kept, yet the majesty is lost For it 
IS against the dignity of a king to have rule over 
beggars, but rather over rich and wealthy men 
Of this mind was the hardy and courageous^ 
Fabncius, when he said that he had rather be a 
ruler of rich men than be rich himself And verily 
one man to live in pleasure and wealth, while all 
other weep and smart for it, that is the part not 
of a king, but of a jailor 

“To be short, as he is a foolish physician that 

^ Lat. erecti ac subhmts animi of upnght and lofty mind 
C Fabncius i\as a Roman consul and general, famous for his 
frugality The author of the saying was really M’ Cunus Dentatus, 
another Roman consul, equally famous for bis frugality 
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inr. KING or 'inr '»r\c.\KiA\s 

tiirc In tlt-'Ci'-r tinlt'-s lie en'^t 

hnr !!! n'*s'*licr .cl nc';^ ‘•o he th.U cmnoi ;nnend 
!' c lu^‘ \ f 'nn ‘sh^rct h'Jt In* lAl.inj' from ihem 
tor nr-iich >'.d commodtt) of lift, he nuf'l needs 
j {Aut til it he I u'-'Wetii not tile fc.it how to govern 
frce/ic 1 )hit let him rather amend his oum life 
tel Ovincc iu.!.o*iC''t pleasure^ and for'^al e pride* 
I'c'' ;J c *- he the thief rices tint cause him to run 
m t( c Contempt or h.itrcd of hts people Let him 
hre tv'’ ins oAn. inirt5..n no m.m Let him do cost 
notat>v\ehi pnrer I ct him restrain wickedness 
Let him prcrcntnccs.and til c aua\ the occasions 
of t'fcnces hr rrcll tvrdcrmp his suJvjccts, and not 
In suiTcrm * \siclcdnc<s to increase, afterrrard to 
lie puntshctl Let him m^t he too hast) in cal- 
l.iift larvs, which a emtom hath abrogated, 

spccial'r such as Inrc been long forgotten, and 
ncrer lacked nor needed. And let him nerer 
under the cloak anti pretence of transgression take 
such fines and forfeits as no judge mil sufier a 
pnratc person to take, as unjini and full of guile 
‘'Here, if I should bring forth before them the 
larr of the ?.Incanansd rrhich be not far distant 
from Utopia, whose king, the daj of his corona- 
tion, is bound by a solemn oath that he shall never 
at any time hare in his treasure aborca thousand 
pound of gold or siKcr They say a very good 
king, rrhich took more care for the rvcalth and 
commodii) of his countr> than for the enriching 
of himself, made this larv to be a stop and a bar 
to kings for heaping and hoarding up so much 
money as might impoverish their people For he 
foresaw that this sum of treasure rrould suffice to 
support the king in battle against his orvn people, 

^ G1 yiaKapioi, iht Happi or Blessed Ones. 
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HIS TREASURE LIMITED 


if they should chance to rebel , and also to main- 
tain his wars against the invasions of his foreign 
enemies Again, he perceived the same stock of 
money to be too little and insufficient to encourage 
and able him wrongfully to take away other men’s 
goods , which was the chief cause why the law 
was made Another cause was this He thought 
that by this provision his people should not lack 
money wherewith to maintain their daily occupy- 
ing and chaffer And seeing the king could not 
choose but lay out and bestow all that came in 
above the prescript sum of his stock, he thought 
he would seek no occasions to do his subjects 
injury Such a king shall be feared of evil men, 
loved-Gf-good-,men These and such other 
informations if I should use among men wholly 
inclined and given to the contrary part, how deaf 
hearers think you should I have ? ” 

“Deaf hearers, doubtless,” (quoth I), “and in 
good faith no marvel And to be plain with you, 
truly I cannot allow that such communication 
shall be used, or such counsel given, as you be 
sure shall never be regarded nor received For 
how can so strange informations be profitable, or 
how can they be beaten into their heads, whose 
minds be already prevented with clean contrary 
persuasions ? This school philosophy is not un- 
pleasant among friends in familiar communication, 
but in the councils of kings, where great matters 
be debated and reasoned with great authority, 
these things have no place ” i 

That is it which I meant ”, (quoth he), “ when 
I said philosophy had no place among kings ” 

(cd 2?^ place This does not appear in the Latin 


70 



A PHILOSOPHY FIT FOP KINGS 

“‘Indeed’, {quoth I), ‘this school philosophy hath 
not, u Inch thinketh all things meet for every place. 
But there is another philosophy more civil, which 
knoweth as ye would say her own stage, and there- 
after ordering and behaving herself in the play 
that she hath in hand,playeth her part accordingly 
with comeliness, uttering nothing out of due order 
and fashion And this is the philosophy that you 
must use Or else, while a comedy of Plautus is 
playing, and the vile bondmen scoffing and trifling 
among themselves, if you should suddenly come 
upon the stage in a philosopher’s apparel, and 
rehearse out of Oefavta'^ the place wherein Seneca 
disputeth with Nero , had it not been better for 
you to have played the dumb person® than, by 
rehearsing that which served neither for the time 
nor place, to have made such a tragical comedy 
or galhmawfrey? For by bringing m other stuff 
that nothing appertaineth to the present matten 
you must needs mar and pervert the play that is 
in hand, though the stuff that you bring be much 
better What part soever you have taken upon 
you, play that as well as you can, and make the 
best of it and do not therefore disturb and bring 
out of order the whole matter, because that another, 
which is merrier and better, cometh to your re- 
membrance So the case standeth in a common- 
wealth, and so it is in the consultations of kings 
and princes If evil opinions and naughty per- 
suasions cannot be utterly and quite plucked out 
of their hearts , if you cannot, even as you would, 
remedy vices, which use and custom hath con- 
firmed , yet for this cause you must not leave and 

i One of Seneca’s tragedies 

® In modem theatrical language, a supernumerary 
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TRUTH MUST BE TOLD 

forsake the ship m a tempest, because you cannot 
rule and keep down the winds No, nor you must 
not labour to drive into their heads new and 
strange informations \ which you know well shall 
be nothing regarded with them that be of clean 
contrary minds But you must with a crafty wile 
and a subtle train study and endeavour yourself, as 
much as in you heth, to handle the matter wittily 
and handsomely for the purpose , and that which 
you cannot turn to good, so to order it that it be 
not very bad For it is not possible for all things 
to be well, unless all men were good which I 
think will not be yet, this good many years ” 

“ By this means ” (quoth he) " nothing else will 
be brought to pass, but whiles that I go about to 
remedy the madness of others, I should be even 
as mad as they For if I would speak things that 
be true, I must needs speak such things But as 
for to speak false things, whether that be a philo- 
sopher s part, or no, I cannot tell , truly it is not 
my part Howbeit this communication of mine, 
though peradventure it may seem unpleasant to 
them, yet can I not see why it should seem strange, 
or foolishly new-fangled If so be that I should 
speak those things that Plato faineth in his weal 
publique, or that the Utopians do in theirs , these 
t mgs though they were (as they be indeed) better, 
yet t ey might seem spoken out of place , foras- 
much as here amongst us every man hath his 
possessions several to himself, and there all things 
e comnion But what was in my communication 
contained, that might not and ought not in any 

fhorn ®P°ken— saving that to them which have 

ug y decreed and determined with them- 
* Lat sermo conversaUon 
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WISE MEN KEEP TO THEMSELVES 


handsomely for the purpose, that as far forth as 
IS possible, they may not be very evil For there ^ 
IS no place to dissemble m nor to wink m Naughty 
counsels must be openly allowed, and very pestilent 
decrees must be approved He shall be counted 
worse than a spy, yea, almost as evil as a traitor, 
that with a faint heart doth praise evil and noisome 
decrees Moreover a man can have no occasion 
to do good, chancing into the company of them, 
which will sooner make naught a good man than 
be made good themselves through whose evil 
company he shall be marred, or else, if he remain 
good and innocent, yet the wickedness and foolish- 
ness of others shall be imputed to him and laid 
in his neck So that it is impossible with that 
crafty wile and subtle tram to turn anything to 
better 

“Wherefore Plato,® by a goodly similitude, de- 
clareth why wise men refrain to meddle in the 
commonwealth For when they see the people 
swarm into the streets, and daily wet to the skin 
with ram, and yet cannot persuade them to go out 
of the rain and to take their houses , knowing well 
that if they should go out to them, they should 
nothing prevail, nor win aught by it, but be wet 
also in the rain, they do keep themselves within 
their houses, being content that they be safe them- 
selves, seeing they cannot remedy the folly of the 
people Howbeit doubtless. Master More (to speak 
truly as my mind giveth me) wheresoever posses- 
sions be private, where money beareth all the 
stroke, it is hard and almost impossible that there 
the weal publique may justly be governed and 
prosperously flourish, unless you think thus that 

1 In kings’ councils a Rejnibltc, vi, 496 
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UTOPIAN COMMUNISM 


jucicc t*: there cvccutcc), ulicrc .ill things come 
into the hnnei'; of c\il men, or th.il prosperity 
there flou^^helh, ;\hcrc all is diMclcd .imong a 
feu , which feu nc\crthclcss do not lend their 
Ii\cs \cr\ ucnlthil), and the residue li\e miserably, 
uretchedh , and beggarl\ 

“Wherefore when I con'.idcr with m> self and 
weigh m m\ mind the wise and godl} ordinances 
of the Utopians, among whom with \cr) feu laws 
all things be so well and ucalthiK ordered, that 
virtue IS had in price and estimation, and jet, 
all things being tlicrc common, CNcrj’^ man hath 
abundance of c\crythmg again, on the other part, 
when I compare with them so many nations c\cr 
making new laws, jet none of them all well and 
sufficicntlj’ furnished with laws, where c\crj' man 
callcth that he hath gotten his own proper and 
pmutc goods, where so manj new laws dailj’ 
made be not sufficient for cverj' man to enjoj*, 
defend, and know from another man’s that which 
he callctli his own, which thing the infinite con- 
tro\crsies in the law, that dailj’ rise never to be 
ended, plainlj' declare to be true these things 
(I saj') when I consider with mj’-self, I hold w'ell 
with Plato,’ and do nothing man cl that he would 
make no laws for them that refused those law's, 
wherebj' all men should have and enjoj’^ equal 
portions of wealth and commodities For the wise 
man did easilj' foresee that this is the one and onlj' 
way to the w'ealth of a commonaltj, ifequahtj’^ of 
all things should be brought in and established, 
w'hich I think is not possible to be observed, w'here 

1 The storj is in Diogenes Laertins, lu, The Arxadiansand 
Thebans, after bndding a great cilj , asked him to be its legislator , 
on learning that they woold not consent to an eqnalitj of rights, 
he declined to go there 



PROPERTY CAUSES POVERTY 

every man’s goods be proper and peculiar to him- 
self For where every man under certain titles 
and pretences draweth and pluckcth to himself 
as much as he can, and so a few divide among 
themselves all the riches that there is, be there 
never so much abundance and store, there to the 
residue is left lack and poverty And for the 
most part it chanceth that this latter sort is 
more worthy to enjoy that state of wealth, than 
the other be, because the rich man be covetous, 
crafty, and unprofitable on the other part, the 
poor be lowly, simple, and by their daily labour 
more profitable to the commonwealth than to 
themselves 

“ Thus I do fully persuade myself, that no equal 
and just distribution of things can be made, nor 
that perfect wealth shall ever be among men, unless 
this property be exiled and banished But so long 
as it shall continue, so long shall remain among 
the most and best part of men the heavy and 
inevitable burden of poverty and wretchedness 
Which, as I grant that it may be somewhat eased, 
so I utterly deny that it can wholly be taken away 
For if there were a statute made, that no man 
should possess above a certain measure of ground, 
and that no man should have in his stock above 
a presenpt and appointed sum of money , if it 
were by certain laws decreed that neither the king 
should be of too great power, neither the people 
too proud and wealthy and that offices should 
not be obtained by inordinate suit or by bribes 
and gifts , that they should neither be bought nor 
sold, nor that it should be needful for the officers 
to be at any cost or charge in their offices , for so 
occasion is given to the officers by fraud and ravine 



MORE AGAINST COMMUNISM 

to gather up their money again , and by reason 
of gifts and bribes the offices be given to rich men, 
which should rather have been executed of wise 
men , by such laws, I say, like as sick bodies that 
be desperate and past cure be wont with continual 
good cherishing to be kept up, so these evils also 
might be lightened and mitigated But that they 
may be perfectly cured and brought to a good 
and upright state, it is not to be hoped for, while 
every man is master of his own. to himself Yea, 
and while you go about to do your cure of one 
part, you shall make bigger the sore of another 
part so the help of one causeth another’s harm, 
forasmuch as nothing can be given to any man, 
unless that be taken from another ” 

“But I am of a contrary opinion,” (quoth I), 
"for methmketh that men shall never there live 
wealthily, where all things be common For how 
can there be abundance of goods, or of anything, 
where every man withdraweth his hand from labour, 
whom the regard of his own gains dnveth not to 
work, and the hope that he hath in other men’s 
travail maketh him slothful ? Then when they be 
pricked with poverty, and yet no man can by any 
law or right defend that for his own, which he hath 
gotten with the labour of his own hands, shall not 
there of necessity be continual sedition and blood- 
shed? Specially the authority and reverence of 
magistrates being taken away — which what place 
it may have with such men, among whom is 
no difference, I cannot devise.” " I marvel not ” 
(quoth he) " that you be of this opinion For you 
conceive m your mind either none at all, or else a 
very false image and similitude of this thing But 
if you had been with me in Utopia, and had pre- 
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GILES’S IN'CREDULITY 


sently seen their fashions and laws, as I did, v.hich 
lived there five years and more, and would never 
have come thence, but onh* to make that new 
land known here then doubtless yoa v ould grant 
that you never saw people well ordered but only 
there.'’ 

“ Surely,” (quoth Zvlaster Peter), it shall be hard 
for you to make me believe that there is better 
order in the new land than is here m these countries 
that we know. For good wits be as well here as 
there ; and I think our commonwealths be anaenter 
than theirs, wherein long use and experience hath 
found out man}' things commodious for man’s hfe, 
besides that many things here among us have been 
found by chance which no wit could ever have 
devised.” 

“ As touching the ancientness ” (quoth he) ^ of 
commonwealths, then } ou might better judge if > ou 
had read the histories and chronicles of that land, 
which if we may believe, cities were there, before 
there were men here. Now what thing soever 
hitherto by wit hath been devised, or found by 
chance, that might be as well there as here. But 
I think verily, though it were so that we did pass 
them in wit, yet in study and laboursome en- 
deavour they far pass us. For (as their chronicles 
testify) before our arrival there they never heard 
anything of us, whom thev the Ultra-equin- 
octials : saving that once, about twelve hundred 
years ago, a certain ship was lost by the isle of 
Utopia which was driven thither by tempest. 
Certain Romans and Egyptians were cast on land, 
which after that never went thence, ilark now 
what proSt they took of this one occasion, through 
diligence and earnest travaiL There was no craft 
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nor science within the empire of Rome, whereof 
any profit could rise, but they either learned it of 
these strangers, or else, of them taking occasion to 
search for it, found it out So great profit was it 
to them that ever any went thither from hence 
But if any like chance before this hath brought 
any man from thence hither, that is as quite out 
of remembrance, as this also perchance in time to 
come shall be forgotten that ever I was there 
And like as they quickly, almost at the first meet- 
ing, made their own whatsoever is among us 
wealthily devised, so I suppose it would be long 
before we would receive anything that among them 
IS better instituted than among us And this I 
suppose IS the chief cause why their common- 
wealths be wisely governed, and do flourish in more 
wealth than ours, though we neither in wit nor in 
riches be their inferiors ” 

“ Therefore, gentle Master Raphael ”, (quoth I), 
“ I pray you and beseech you descnbe unto us the 
island And study not to be short, but declare largely 
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RAPHAEL BEGINS HIS STORY 

in order their grounds, their rivers, their cities, their 
people, tlieir manners, their ordinances, their laws, 
and, to be short, all things that you shall think us 
desirous to know And you shall think us desirous 
to know whatsoever we know not yet ” “ There is 
nothing” (quoth he) “that I will do gladlier, for 
all these things I have fresh in mind , but the 
matter requireth leisure ” “ Let us go in, there- 

fore”, (quoth I), “to dinner, afterward we will 
bestow the time at our pleasure” “Content’ 
(quoth he) “ be it” ^ So we went in and dined 
When dinner was done, we came into the same 
place again, and sat us down upon the same bench, 
commanding our servants that no man should 
trouble us Then I and Master Peter Giles desired 
Master Raphael to perform his promise He, 
therefore, seeing us desirous and willing to hearken 
to him, when he had sit still and paused a little 
while, musing and bethinking himself, thus he 
began to speak 

1 Agreed, so be it (Lat fiat) 


THE END OF THE FIRST BOOK 
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THE SECOND BOOK 
OF THE COMMUNICATION OF 
RAPHAEL HYTHLODAY 


CoNCERKiNG the best state oi a Common Wealth con- 
tammg the descnptioii oi Utopia, vTith a large declara- 
tion. oi the godly government, and oi all the good laws 
and orders oi the same Island 

The island of Utopia containeth in breadth in the 
middle part of it (for there it is broadest) two 
hundred miles. Which breadth continueth through 
the most part of the land, saving that by little and 
little it cometh in and waxeth narrower towards 
both the ends which fetching about a circuit or 
compass of fi\e hundred miles, do fashion the whole 
island like to the new moon Between these two 
comers the sea runneth in, dividing them asunder 
by the distance of eleven miles or thereabouts, and 
there surmounteth into a large and wide sea which, 


DESCRIPTION OF UTOPIA 

by reason that the land of e% erj' sloe compasseth 
it about and sheltereth it from the ^nnds, is not 
rough nor mounteth not vith great waves but 
almost fioweth quietly not much unlike a great 
standing pool, and maketh almost all the space 
within the belly of the lanG in manner of a haven , 
and, to the great commodity* of the inhabitants, 
receiveth in ships towards ev cry part of the land. 
The forefronts or frontiers of the tn'O comers, what 
with fords and shelves, and what with rocks, be 
ver>* jeopardous and dangerous In the middle 
distance between them both standeth up abo\ e the 
water a great rock which therefore is nothing 
perilous because it is in sight Upon the top of 
this rock is a fair and a strong tower builded, which 
thei* hold with a garrison of men Other rocks 
there be. that lie hid under the water, and therefore 
be dangerous. The channels be knoum only to 
themseh*es . and therefore it seldom chanceth that 
any stranger unless he be guided by an Utopian, 
can come into this haven insomuch that they 
themselves could scarcely enter without jeopardy, 
but that their way is directed and ruled b\' certain 
lanamarks stanaing on the shore. By turning 
translatmg, and removing these marks into other 
places, they may cestroy their enemies navies be 
they never so many. The out side^ of the land 
is also full of havens but the lanamg is so surely 
defenced what by nature and what bv workman- 
sh’p of man's hand, that a few cefencers ma\' onve 
back many armies. 

Howoeit as tney say and as the fashion of the 
p’ace itself doth partli shew it was not ever com- 
passed about with the sea. But king Utopus, 

^ ‘ ^ ci-er (ow -r) crca: ~ (^dzcc rz ec. s) 
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TOPOGRAPHICAL DIVISIONS 


most meet for the ambassadors of all parts of the 
realm) is taken for the chief and head cit}- The 
precincts ana bounds of the shires be so commodi- 
ously appointed out and set forth for the cities, 
that never a one of them all hath of an} side less 
than twent}' miles of ground, and of some side also 
much more, as of that part where the cities be 
of farther distance asunder. None of the cities 
desire to enlarge thb bounds and limits of their 
shires For they count themsehes rather the good 
husbands than the owners of their lands 

They ha\*e in the countr}* in all parts of the 
shire houses or farms budded w ell appointed and 
furnished with all sorts of instruments and tools 
belonging to husbandr}*. These houses be in- 
habited of the citizens, which come thither to dwell 
by course. No household or farm in the countr}* 
hath fewer than fort}* persons, men and women, 
beside tw'o bondmen, which be all under tlie rule 
and order of the goodman and the goodwife of the 
house, being both lerj* sage and discreet persons 
And ever}* thirtj* farms or families have one head 
ruler, which is called a phylarch,^ being as it w ere 
a head baihfF Out of ever)* one of tliese families 
or farms cometh ever}* year into the cit}* tw ent}* 
persons w hich have continued two years before in 
the countr}*. In their place so man}* fresh be sent 
thither out of the cit}, which of them that have 
been there a } ear already, and be therefore expert 
and cunmng m husbandr}*, shall be instructed and 
taught , and the} the next year shall teach others 
This order is used, for fear that either scarceness 
of \ ictuals or some other like incommodit}* should 
chance through lack of knowledge, if they should 
^ Gk ^Acoxoi, head of a clan. 
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FOOD, DRINK AND HARVESTING 

They soiv com only for bread For their drink 
is either wine made of frraoes or else of aooles or 

^ A A * 

pears or else it is clear w'ater. and many times 
mead made of honey or liquorice sodden in water, 
for thereof they have great store. And though 
they know certainly (for tnev know it perfectly 
indeed) how much victuals the city with the whole 
coantT}' or shires round about it doth spend . yet 
they sow much more com. and breed up much 
more cattle, than serveth for their own use, and 
the overplus they part among their borderers 
Whatsoever necessarv* things be lacking in the 
countn*, all such stuffs they fetch out of the city 
where without any exchange thev* easily obtain it 
of the magistrates of the aU* For even- month 
many of them go into the citv on the holiday. 
When their harvest day draweth near and is at 
hand then the phylarchs which be the head 
officers and bailiffs of husbanarv*. send word to 
the magistrates of the city what number of han-est 
men is needful to be sent to them out of the dtv-. 
The which company of han'est men, being there 
read\- at the day appointed almost in one fair day 
dispatcheth ail the harvest work 

Of the CrriES and n.\mely of Am.^urote 

As for their cities he that knoweth one of them 
knoweth them all they be all so like one to 
another, as far forth as the nature of the place 
permitteth I will describe, therefore, to you one 
or other of tnem, for it skilleth not greatly w-hich ; 
but which rather than Amaurote? Of them all 
this IS the worthiest and of most dignitv- For 
the residue knowledge it for the head otv, because 



ALL CITIES ALIKE 


there is the council-house Nor to me any of 
them all is better beloved, as wherein 1 lived five 
whole years together 

The city of Amaurote standeth upon the side 
of a low hill, in fashion almost four-square For 
the breadth of it beginneth a little beneath the 
top of the hill, and still continueth by the space 
of two miles until it comes to the river of Anyder.^ 
The length of it, which lieth by the river’s side, 
IS somewhat more. 

The river of Anyder riseth twenty-four miles- 
above Amaurote out of a little spring. But being 
increased by other small floods and brooks that 
run into it, and among other two somewhat big 
ones, before the city it is half a mile broad, and 
farther broader , and sixty miles beyond the city 
It falleth into the ocean sea By all that space 
that lieth between the sea and the city and a good 
sort of miles also above the city, the water ebbeth 
and floweth six hours together with a swift tide 
When the sea floweth in for the length of thirty 
miles, it filleth all the Anyder with salt water, 
and driveth back the fresh water of the river 
And somewhat further it changeth the sweetness 
of the fresh water with saltness But a little 
beyond that, the river waxeth sweet, and runneth 
forby the city fresh and pleasant And when the 
sea ebbeth and goeth back again, the fresh water 
followeth it almost even to the very fall into 
the sea 

There goeth a bridge over the river made not 
of piles or of timber, but of stone-work, with 
gorgeous and substantial arches at that part of 
the city that is farthest from the sea, to the intent 
1 Gk dvuSpoj, waterless ® Eighty in the Latin, 



THE CHIEF TOWN AND RIVER 


that ships may go along forby all the side of the 
city without let The}' ha\e also another river, 
which indeed is not ver}' great , but it runneth 
gently and pleasantly For it riseth e\en out of 
the same hill that the city standeth upon, and 
runneth down a slope through the midst of the 
city into An3'der And because it riseth a little 
without the city, the Amaurotians ha\e enclosed 
the headspring of it vnth strong fences and bul- 
warks, and so have joined it to the city This is 
done to the intent that the water should not be 
stopped, nor turned away or poisoned, if their 
enemies should chance to come upon them. From 
thence the w'ater is derived and brought dowm in 
channels of brick divers ways into the lower parts 
of the city. Where that cannot be done, by reason 
that the place will not suffer it, there they gather 
the ram-water in great cisterns, w hich doeth them 
as good service. 

The city is compassed about with a high and 
thick wall, full of turrets and bulw'arks A diy 
ditch, but deep and broad, and overgrowm with 
bushes, briars, and thorns, goeth about three sides 
or quarters of the city To the fourth side the 
river itself serveth for a ditch The streets be 
appointed and set forth very commodious and 
handsome, both for carriage and also against the 
winds The houses be of fair and gorgeous build- 
ing, and in the street side they stand joined 
together in a long row through the whole street, 
without any partition or separation. The streets 
be twenty foot broad On the back-side of the 
houses, through tne whole length of the street, 
lie large gardens, v hich be closed in round about 
with the back part of the streets. E^exv' house 

88 





door °^°ors . ^ND r> 

bT ^'•oot 

o. , ,„P;nod ,',,"«=r foe 


3 "’^" ^/.u r'""'°"o , 7 ' 

f ="i o,,.! "'“"> tte j‘ ' "■'" ma,, 5 '’"' hj- 1 ; 

t“- 

Sve «ore 6 ^ “rt” 

'' Soivel "'Par* «’^fr Pa.. 

J 50 ,„,„ °P fru,t, ,^^^0 

^^s/)ed 


Wo 7 "" '>=re,„ '" 'P'y PW "e-Pore "• 

‘•shly% ^ » v^ >‘>-ToT:re Z> ">« s 

°J^fnr_, erf-;,, ^ Cih, _ ''Hiv „„ ''®r ei'e-,. 


o, r "’”d,ouV“ (Ae\ .^"d ve;:;' «'=''de„e""’'"£ 
tie *? P^'^asur/'^'’'^'' Por (if ‘’'’J'fiinp {P" ®ia(i 

at ^°'' tie,, "'' tiese „ ® n,.- ae,.'''^'tns. 


tp ^a/-=.atd - -P'^de^^^^n, t^ 

fer^'o:rr:'''"We 4 “^/ie‘ 7 -^i- ''■ 

'"i-ci ttf° e®!"'* ap/,.7i Of '' 


^e 


/On 




®a„,, -;;;^?fottj«^„t - ant, 


'P Cp“t; 7 ^' ;r°wd : 7 - C'^'’- 


, er/ty 
"-nttetP 


'”"'"e'''tie"'''‘ 


Or 

a/i 


tie,. 

^bi 


that 


^Pectioo 

'P fi-om °"t, 

it 3 t 77 <; *%e„r:°"'=fo 

s iiPere 



BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS 

very low, and like homely cottages, or poor 
shepherds’ houses, made at all adventures of every 
rude piece of wood that came first to hand, with 
mud walls, and ridged roofs thatched over with 
straw But now the houses be curiously builded, 
after a gorgeous and gallant sort, with three 
storeys one over another The outsides of the 
walls be made either of hard flint or of plaster, or 
else of brick,and the inner sides be well strengthened 
with timber work ^ The roofs be plain and flat, 
covered with a certain kind of plaster, that is of 
no cost, and yet so tempered that no fire can 
hurt or perish it, and withstandeth the violence 
of the weather better than any lead They keep 
the wind out of their windows with glass, for it 
is there much used , and somewhere also with fine 
linen cloth dipped in oil or amber,^ and that for 
two commodities For by this means more light 
cometh in, and the wind is better kept out 

Of the Magistrates 

Every thirty families or farms choose them 
yearly an officer, which m their own language is 
called the syphogrant® and by a newer name the 
phylarch Every ten syphogrants, with all their 
three hundred ^ families, be under an officer which 
was once called the tranibore,® now the chief 
phylarch 

Moreover as concerning the election of the 
pnnee, all the syphogrants, which be in number 
two hundred, first be sworn to choose him whom 

3 rubbish ® Cp New Atlanits (p 206) 

® ‘ The Elders of the Sty’ 

^ Thirty (cd 2) 0 ‘Bencher’ 
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PHYLARCHS, TRANIBORES, PRINCE 

days in the council, before it be decreed It is 
death to have any consultation for the common- 
wealth out of the council, or the place of the 
common election This statute, they say, was 
made to the intent, that the prince and tranibores 
might not easily conspire together to oppress the 
people by tyrann)', and to change the state of 
the weal pubhque Therefore matters of great 
weight and importance be brought to the election 
house of the syphogrants, which open the matter 
to their families , and afterward, when they have 
consulted among themselves, they shew their 
device to the council Sometimes the matter is 
brought before the council of the whole island 

Furthermore this custom also the council useth, 
to dispute or reason of no matter the same day 
that it IS first proposed or put forth, but to defer 
it to the next sitting of the council ^ Because that 
no man when he hath rashly there spoken that 
cometh first to his tongue’s end, shall then after- 
ward study for reasons wherewith to defend and 
confirm his first foolish sentence, than for the 
commodit}'- of the commonwealth , as one rather 
willing the harm or hindrance of the weal pubhque 
than any loss or diminution of his own estimation , 
and as one that would not for shame (which is a 
very foolish shame) be counted anything over- 
seen® in the matter at the first, who at the first 
ought to have spoken rather wisely than hastily or 
rashly 

1 Lat. frequenUm, crowded , which suggests a further reason for 
the custom 

~ 7 e who would be ashamed to be thought mistaken 
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DIFFERENT HANDICRAFTS 


Of Sciences, Ceafts, and Occupations 

Husbandr}' is a science common to them all m 
general, both men and women, wherein they be all 
expert and cunning. In this they be all instructed 
even from their youth , partly in schools with 
traditions and precepts, and partly in the country 
nigh the city, brought up as it were in playing, 
not only beholding the use of it, but by occasion 
of exercising their bodies practising it also 

Besides husbandry, which (as I said) is common 
to them all, every one of them learncth one or other 
several and particular science, as his own proper 
craft That is most commonly cither cloth working 
m wool or flax, or masonry, or the smith’s craft, or 
the carpenter’s science For there is none other 
occupation that any number to speak of doth use 
there For their garments, which throughout all 
the island be of one fashion (saving that there is 
a difference between the man’s garment and the 
woman’s, between the married and the unman led), 
and this one continueth for evermore unchanged, 
seemly and comely to the eye, no let to the moving 
and wielding of the body, also fit both for winter 
and summer as for these garments (I say), every 
family maketh their own But of the other fore- 
said crafts every man learneth one , and not only 
the men, but also the women But the women, as 
the weaker sort, be put to the easier crafts. They 
work wool and flax The other more laboursome 
sciences be committed to the men For the most 
part every man is brought up in his father’s craft, 
for most commonly they be naturally thereto bent 
and inclined But if a man’s mind stand to any 
other, he is by adoption put into a family of that 
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DIVISIONS OF THE DAY 


occupation which he doth most fancy, whom not 
only his father, but also the magistrates do dili- 
gently look to, that he be put to a discreet and 
honest householder Yea, and if any person, 
when he hath learned one craft, be desirous to 
learn also another, he is likewise suffered and per- 
mitted. When he hath learned both, he occupieth 
whether he will, unless the city hath more need of 
the one than of the other 

The chief and almost the only office of the 
syphogrants is to see and take heed that no man 
sit idle, but that every one apply his own craft 
with earnest diligence , and yet for all that not to 
be wearied from early m the morning to late in 
the evening with continual work, like labouring 
and toiling beasts For this is worse than the 
miserable and wretched condition of bondmen , 
which nevertheless is almost everywhere the life of 
workmen and artificers, saving in Utopia For 
they, dividing the day and the night into twenty- 
four just hours, appoint and assign only six of 
those hours to work, three before noon, upon which 
they go straight to dinner and after dinner, when 
they have rested two hours, then they work three 
and upon that they go to supper About eight of 
the clock m the evening (counting one of the clock 
at the first hour after noon) they go to bed , eight 
hours they give to sleep All the void time, that 
IS between the hours of work, sleep, and meat, 
that they be suffered to bestow, every man as he 
liketh best himself not to the intent they should 
misspend this time m not, or slothfulness, but, 
being then licensed from the labour of their own 
occupations, to bestow the time well and thriftily 
upon some other good science, as shall please them. 
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SIX HOURS WORKIXG-DAY 

But here, lest you be deceived, one thing you 
must look more narrow ly upon For seeing they 
bestow but six hours m work, perchance you may 
think that the lack of some necessary' things hereof 
may ensue. But this is nothing so For that 
small time is not onh” enough, but also too much, 
for the store and abundance of all things that be 
requisite, either for the necessity or commodity of 
life. The which thing } ou also shall perceive, if 
you w eigh and consider w ith yoursch cs how’ great 
a part of the people in other countries livetli idle. 
First, almost all women, which be the half of the 
whole number or else if the women be anywhere 
occupied, there most commonly m their stead 
the men be idle ^ Besides tliis, how great, and 
how idle a company is tliere of priests and religious 
men, as they call them? Put thereto all rich men, 
specially all landed men, wdiich commonly be 
called gentlemen, and noblemen Take into this 
number also their ser\*ants I mean all that flock 
of stout, bragging rushbucklers - Join to them 
also sturdy and \-aliant beggars, cloaking their idle 
life under the colour of some disease or sickness. 
And truly you shall find them mucli fewor than 
you thought, hy w hose labour all these things be 
gotten that men use and live b3*. Now consider 
with 3'ourself, of these few that do w'ork, how few' 
be occupied in necessaiw' w'orks For where mone3’^ 
beareth all tlie sw mg,® there manx' \'ain and super- 
fluous occupations must needs be used, to serve 
onty for riotous superfluit3' and unhonest pleasure. 

^ Lat sicr* ait, are snonng 

- Lat. tti^atcru^i nchu^t.t:a~} t y’ar-r-i a rabble of shield bcanag 
rofifians. 

* Exercises all the power or swav , lit where wc nicasarc all 
things b\ monev 
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ALL UTOPIANS WORK 

For the same multitude that now is occupied in 
work, if they were divided into so few occupations 
as the neccssar}' use of nature rcquireth, in so 
great plenty of things, as then of necessity would 
ensue, doubtless the prices would be too little for 
the artificers to maintain their livings But if all 
these, that be now busied about unprofitable occupa- 
tions, with all the whole flock of them that live 
idly and slothfully, which consume and waste every 
one of them more of these things that come by 
other men’s labour than two of the workmen them- 
selves do , if all these (I say) were set to profitable 
occupations, you easily perceive how little time 
would be enough, yea, and too much, to store us 
with all things that may be requisite either for 
necessity, or for commodity , yea, or for pleasure, 
so that the same pleasure be true and natural 
And this m Utopia the thing itself maketh 
manifest and plain For there in all the city, with 
the whole country or shire adjoining to it, scarcely 
five hundred persons of all the whole number of 
men and women, that be neither too old nor too 
weak to work, be licensed from labour Among 
them be the syphogrants (which though they be 
by the laws exempt and privileged from labour), 
yet they exempt not themselves, to the intent 
they may the rather by their example provoke 
other to work The same \^cation from labour 
do they also enjoy, to whom the people, persuaded 
by the commendation of the priests and secret 
election of the syphogrants, have given a perpetual 
licence from labour to learning. But if any one 
of them prove not according to the expectation 
and hope of him conceived, he is forthwith plucked 
back to the company of artificers And contrari- 
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UTOPIA’S LEARNED MEN 


wise, often it chanceth that a handicraftsman doth 
so earnestly bestow his vacant and spare hours in 
learning, and through diligence so profit therein, 
that he is taken from his handy occupation ^ and 
promoted to the company of the learned 

Out of this order of the learned be chosen 
ambassadors, priests, tranibores, and finally the 
prince himself, whom they in their old tongue 
call Barzanes, and by a newer name, Adamus ^ 
The residue of the people being neither idle, 
neither occupied about unprofitable exercises, it 
may be easily judged m how few hours how much 
good work by them may be done towards those 
things that I have spoken of This commodity 
they have also above other, that in the most part 
of necessary occupations they need not so much 
work as other nations do For first of all, the 
building or repairing of houses asketh everywhere 
so many men’s continual labour, because that the 
unthrifty heir suffereth the houses that his father 
builded in continuance of time to fall in decay 
So that which he might have upholden with little 
cost, his successor is constrained to build it again 
anew, to his great charge Yea, many times also 
the house that stood one man in much money, 
another is of so nice and so delicate a mind that 
he setteth nothing by it And it being neglected, 
and therefore falling shortly into rum, he buildeth 
up another in another place with no less cost and 
charge But among the Utopians, where all things 
be set in a good order and the commonwealth m 
a good stay, it very seldom chanceth that they 
choose a new plot to build an house upon And 

1 From manual labour 

3 Lat Adctmts, without a people (Gk A5r}/Ms) 
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they do not only find speedy and quick remedies 
for present faults, but also prevent them that be 
like to fall And by this means tlieir houses 
continue and last very long with little labour and 
small reparations, insomuch that that kind of 
workmen sometimes have almost nothing to do , 
but that they be commanded to hew timber at 
home, and to square and trim up stones, to the 
intent that if any work chance, it may the more 
speedily rise 

Now, Sir, in their apparel, mark, I pray you, 
how few workmen they need First of all, whiles 
they be at work, they be covered homely with 
leather or skins that will last seven years When 
they go forth abroad, they cast upon them a cloak 
which hideth the other homely apparel These 
cloaks throughout the whole island be all of one 
colour, and that is the natural colour of the wool 
They therefore do not only spend much less 
woollen cloth than is spent in other countries, 
but also the same standeth them in much less 
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HOUSES AND CLOTHING 


cosL But linen cloth is made v.ith less labour, 
and is therefore had more in use. But in linen 
cloth onl^' whiteness, in woollen only cleanliness, 
is regarded As for the smallness or fineness of 
the thread, that is no thing passed for And th’s 
is the cause wherefore in other places four or five 
cloth ^ gowns of dners colours, and as many silk 
coats, be not enough for one man Yea, and if he 
be of the delicate and nice sort, ten be too fev/, 
w'hereas their one garment will serve a man most 
commonl}’^ two years For wh^' should he desire 
more’ seeing if he had them, he should not be the 
better hapt or covered from cold, neither in his 
apparel any v hit the comelier. 

Wherefore, seeing the}’^ be all exercised in profit- 
able occupations, and that few artificers in the 
same crafts be sufficient, this is the cause that, 
plen^' of all things being among them, they do 
sometimes bring forth an innumerable compan}’^ 
of people to amend the highwa5*s, if any be 
broken. Many times also, when they have no 
such work to be occupied about, an open pro- 
clamation is made that they shall bestow fewer 
hours in work. For the magistrates do not 
exercise their citizens against their wills in unneed- 
ful labours. For whj*’ in the institution of that 
weal publique this end is only and chieSy pre- 
tended and minded, that wiiat time may possibly 
be spared from the necessary occopations and 
affairs of the commonwealth, ^ that the citizens 
should withdraw from the bodily service to the 
free liberty of the mind and garnishing of the 
same. For herein they suppose the felicity of 
this life to consist. 

^ Lai. ItTMas, -sroDll-a. 
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UTOPIAN FAMILIES 


Of their Living and Mutual Con- 
versation TOGETHER 

But now Avill I declare how the citizens use 
themselves one towards another , what familiar 
occupying and entertainment ^ there is among the 
people , and what fashion they use in the dis- 
tribution of everything First, the city consisteth 
of families , the families most commonly be made 
of kindreds For the women, when they be 
married at a lawful age, they go into their 
husbands’ houses But the male children, with all 
the whole male offspring, continue still in their 
own famil}'’ and be governed of the eldest and 
ancientest father, unless he dote for age , for then 
the next to him m age is put in his room 

But to the intent the prescribed number of the 
citizens should neither decrease, nor above measure 
increase, it is ordained that no family, which in every 
city be six thousand in the whole, besides them of 
the country, shall at once have fewer children of 
the age of fourteen years or thereabout than ten, or 
more than sixteen, for of children under this age no 
number can be appointed This measure or nu mber 
IS easily observed and kept, by putting them that 
in fuller families be abo\e the number into families 
of smaller increase But if chance be that in the 
whole city the store increase above the just number, 
therewitli they fill up the lack of other cities But 
if so be that multitude throughout the whole 
island pass and exceed the due number, then they 
choose out of e\ery cit)’- certain citizens, and build 
up a town under their o\\ n laws in the next land - 

^ Lat ccrrmercja, intercourse 
- The neighbonnng continent (Burnet) or mainland 
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SURPLUS POPULATION 


where the inhabitants have much waste and 
unoccupied ground, receiving also of the in- 
habitants to them, if they will join and dwell with 
them They, thus joining and dwelling together, 
do easily agree in one fashion of living, and that to 
the great wealth of both the peoples For they so 
bring the matter about by their laws, that the 
ground, which before was neither good nor profit- 
able for the one nor for the other, is now sufficient 
and fruitful enough for them both But if the 
inhabitants of that land will not dwell with them, 
to be ordered by their laws, then they drive them 
out of those bounds, which they have limited and 
appointed out for themselves And if they resist 
and rebel, then they make war against them For 
they count this the most just cause of war, when 
any people holdeth a piece of ground void and 
vacant to no good nor profitable use, keeping 
other from the use and possession of it, which 
notwithstanding by the law of nature ought thereof 
to be nourished and relieved If any chance do 
so much dimmish the number of any of their 
cities, that it cannot be filled up again without the 
diminishing of the ]ust number of the other cities 
(which they say chanced but twice since the 
beginning of the land through a great pestilent 
plague), then they make up the number with 
citizens fetched out of their own foreign towns , 
for they had rather suffer their foreign towns to 
decay and perish than any city of their own 
island to be diminished 

But now again to the conversation^ of the citizens 
among themselves The eldest (as I said) ruleth 
the family The wives be ministers to their 

^ Lat. convicium, living together 
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CITY QUARTERS AND I\IARKETS 

husbands, the children to their parents, and, to be 
short, the younger to their elders E\ ery city is 
divided into four equal parts In the midst of 
evcrj’^ quarter there is a market-place of all manner 
of things Thither the works of every family be 
brought in to certain houses And every kind of 
thing IS laid up several in barns or store-houses 
From hence the father of ever}' family or every 
householder fetcheth whatsoe\er he and his have 
need of, and carneth it away with him without 
money, without exchange, without any gage or 
pledge For why should anything be denied unto 
him, seeing there is abundance of all things, and 
that it IS not to be feared lest an}'' man will ask 
more than he needeth? For why should it be 
thought that man would ask more than enough, 
w'hich IS sure never to lack? Certaml}^, in all 
kinds of living creatures, either fear of lack doth 
cause covetousness and ravine, or in man only 
pride, w hich counteth it a glorious thing to pass 
and excel other in the superfluous and vain 
ostentation of things The w'hich kind of vice 
among the Utopians can have no place 

Next to the market-places that I spake of stand 
meat-markets,^ wfliither be brought not only all 
sorts of herbs, and the fruits of trees, wuth bread, 
but also fish, and all manner of four-footed beasts, 
and w'lld fow'l that be man’s meat But first the 
filthiness and ordure thereof is clean washed away 
in the running river wuthout the cit}'^, in places 
appointed, meet for the same purpose, from 
thence the beasts- brought m killed, and clean 

1 Marlv.ets for all sorts of victaals (Bumetl, meat being 
used for food general 1} 

- Ed 2 inserts "be ’’ 
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HALLS AND HOSPITALS 

washed by the hands of their bondmen For they 
permit not their free citizens to accustom them- 
selves to the killing of beasts , through the use 
whereof they think that clemency, the gentlest 
affection of our nature, doth by little and little 
decay and perish Neither they suffer anything 
that IS filthy, loathsome, or uncleanly, to be 
brought into the city, lest the air, by the stench 
thereof infected and corrupt, should cause pestilent 
diseases 

Moreover every street hath certain great large 
halls set in equal distance one from another, every 
one known by a several name In these halls 
dwell the syphogrants And to every one of the 
same halls be appointed thirty families, of either 
side fifteen ^ The stewards of every hall at a 
certain hour come into the meat-markets, where 
they receive meat according to the number of 
their halls 

But first and chiefly of all, respect is had to the 
sick that be cured in the hospitals For in the 
circuit of the city, a little without the walls, they 
have four hospitals , so big, so wide, so ample, and 
so large, that they may seem four little tovms , 
which were devised of that bigness, partly to the 
intent the sick, be they never so many in number, 
should not he too throng or strait, and therefore 
uneasily and incommodiously , and partly that 
they which were taken and holden witli contagious 
diseases, such as be wont by infection to creep 
from one to another, might be laid apart far from 

e company of the residue These hospitals be 
so well appointed, and with all things necessarj^ to 
ea th so furnished , and moreover so diligent 

1 In these thej do nil meet and eat (Bnmet) Omitted in R 
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ARRANGEMENT OF SEATS 

things thereto belonging The\ sit nt three 
tables or more, according to the number of their 
company The men sit upon the bench next the 
wall, and the women against them on the other 
side of the table , that if am sudden c\ il should 
chance to them, as many times happencth to 
women with child, the} may rise without trouble 
or disturbance of anybody, and go thence into the 
nursery. 

The nurses sit several alone w ith their } oung 
mgs m a certain parlour appointed and de- 
puted to the same purpose, ne\ cr w itliout fire and 
clean water, nor \et without cradles that when 
tlie}' vail they ma}* lay dow n tlie young infants, 
and at their pleasure take them out of their sw'ath- 
ing-clothes and hold them to the fire, and refresh 
them w itli play E\ era* mother is nurse to her 
owm clnld, unless either death or sickness be the 
let When that chanceth, the w i\ es of the s\ pho- 
grants quickl}' pro\ ide a nurse. And that is not 
hard to be done. For tliev that can do it do 
proffer themseh'es to no service so gladh* as to 
that Because tliat there this kind of pity is much 
praised , and the child that is nourished e\ er after 
taketh his nurse for his ow n natural mother Also 
among the nurses sit all the children that be under 
the age of five years All the other children of 
both kinds, as well boys as girls, that be under the 
age of marriage, do either serve at the tables or 
else if tliey be too 5 oung thereto, }*et thev stand 
by with marvellous silence. That which is given 
to them from the table thev* eat, and other several 
dinner-time tliey hav’c none. The s} phogrant 
and his wife sittetli m the midst of the high table, 
orasmuch as that is counted the most honour- 
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NURSES AND CHILDREN 


able place, and because from thence all the whole 
company is m their sight. For that table standeth 
overthwart the o\cr end of the hall. To them be 
joined two of the ancientcst and eldest, for at 
e\er}' table they sit four at a mess But if there 
be a church standing in that syphogranty or ward, 
then the priest and his w ifc sitteth wuth the sy pho- 
grant, as chief in the company On both sides of 
them sit young men, and next unto them again 
old men And thus throughout all the house 
equal of age be set together, and yet be mi\t wuth 
unequal ages This they say w as ordained, to the 
intent that the sage gravitj’ and reverence of the 
ciders should keep the youngers from w’anton 
licence of words and behaviour, forasmuch as 
nothing can be so secretly spoken or done at the 
table, but either they that sit on the one side or 
on the other must needs perceive it The dishes 
be not set dowm m order from the first place, but 
all the old men (w'hose places be marked wuth 
some special token to be known) be first served of 
their meat, and then the residue equally. The 
old men divide their dainties, as they think best, 
to the younger that sit of both sides them ^ Thus 
the elders be not defrauded of their due honour, 
and nevertheless equal commodity cometh to every 
one 

They begin every dinner and supper of reading 
something that pertameth to good manners and 
virtue. But it is short, because no man shall be 
grieved therewith Hereof the elders take occasion 
of honest communication, but neither sad nor un- 

1 The Latin has in parenthesis {qttarttm non iania erai copta 
ut posset iotam per domum affahm dtstnbm, of is hich there vs-as 
not enough to go round) 
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OLD AND YOUNG SIT TOGETHER 

pleasant Howbeit they do not spend all the 
whole dinner-time themselves with long and 
tedious talks, but they gladly hear also the young 
men , yea, and do purposely provoke them to talk, 
to the intent that they may have a proof of every 
man’s wit and towardness or disposition to virtue, 
which commonly in the liberty of feasting doth 
shew and utter itself Their dinners be very short, 
but their suppers be somewhat longer , because 
that after dinner followeth labour , after supper 
sleep and natural rest , which they think to be of 
no’^ more strength and efficacy to wholesome and 
healthful digestion No supper is passed without 
music, nor their banquets lack no conceits nor 
junkets- They burn sweet gums and spices for 
perfumes and pleasant smells, and sprinkle about 
sweet ointments and waters , yea, they leave 
nothing undone that maketh for the cheering of 
the company For they be much inclined to this 
opinion to think no kind of pleasure forbidden, 
whereof cometh no harm 

Thus therefore and after this sort they live 
together in the city , but in the country they that 
dwell alone, far from any neighbours, do dine and 
sup at home in their own houses For no family 
there lacketh any kind of victuals, as from whom 
cometh all that the citizens eat and live by ® 

^ Omitted in ed 2 (not in the Latin) 

" Nor do their desserts ever lack dainties. (Lat ntc uUis caret 
seciinda mensa bellams) 

* Those in the country suppl} the city dwellers with food 
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WORK FOR THEIR FOOD 

they be at home. If they tarrj in a place longer 
than one day, then there e\ ery one of them falleth 
to his own occupation, and be very gentlj enter- 
tained of the n orkmen and companies of the same 
crafts If anv man of his own head and v ithout 
leave u'a.lk out of his precinct and bounds, taken 
V ithout the prince’s letters, he is brought again 
for a fugitive or a runaway \\ ith great shame and 
rebuke, and is sharply punished If he be taken 
in that fault again, he is punished with bondage. 

If an)'’ be desirous to^\alk abroad into the fields, 
or into the countr)' that belongeth to the same 
city that he dwelleth in, obtaining the good will 
of his father and the consent of his v ife, he is not 
prohibited But into what part of the country 
soever he cometh, he hath no meat given him until 
he have VTOught out his forenoon’s task, or dis- 
patched so much work as there is wont to be 
wrought before supper Obsemng this law and 
condition, he ma}'- go whitlier he vill mthin the 
bounds of his own city For he shall be no less 
profitable to the city than if he were within it 
Now you see how little liberty they have to 
loiter , how they can have no cloak or pretence 
to idleness There be neither wnne-taverns, nor 
ale-houses, nor stews, nor an)'^ occasion of vice or 
wickedness, no lurking comers, no places of wicked 
councils or unlawful assemblies, but they be in the 
present sight and under the eyes of ever>’^ man , 
so tliat of necessity they must either apply their 
accustomed labours, or else recreate tliemselves 
with honest and laudable pastimes 

This fashion being used among the people, they 
must of necessity have store and plenty of all 
things And seeing they be all thereof partners 
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UTOPIA ONE HOUSEHOLD 

equally, therefore can no man there be poor or 
need}’ In the council of Amaurote (whither, as I 
said, every city sendeth three men apiece yearly), 
as soon as it is perfectly known of what things 
there is in e\cr}' place plent}’’, and again what 
things be scant in any place , incontinent the lack 
of the one is performed and filled up with the 
abundance of the other And this they do freel)" 
mthout any benefit, taking nothing again of them 
to whom the things is given , but those cities that 
have given of their store to any other city that 
lacketh, requiring nothing again of the same city, 
do take such things as they lack of another city, 
to whom they give nothing So the whole island 
is, as it were, one family or household 

But w’hen they have made sufficient provision 
of store for themselves (which they think not done 
until they have provided for two years following, 
because of the uncertainty of the next year’s 
proof), then of those things whereof they have 
abundance they carry forth into other countries 
great plenty, as gram, honey, wool, flax, wood, 
madder, purple dye, fells, ivax, tallow, leather, and 
living beasts And the seventh part of all these 
things they give frankly and freely to the poor of 
that country The residue they sell at a reason- 
able and mean price By this trade of traffic or 
merchandise, they bnng into their own country 
not only great plenty of gold and silver, but also 
all such things as they lack at home, which is 
almost nothing but iron And by reason they 
have long used this trade, now they have more 
abundance of these things than any man will 
believe Now, therefore, they care not whether 
they sell for ready money, or else upon trust to be 
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HOW MONEY IS EMPLOYED . 

paid at a day, and to have the most part in debts 
But in so doing they never follow the credence of 
private men, but the assurance or warrantise of the 
whole city, by instruments and writings made in 
that behalf accordingly When the day of pay- 
ment is come and expired, the city gathcreth up 
the debt of the private debtors, and putteth it into 
the common box and so long hath the use and 
profit of it, until the Utopians their creditors 
demand it The most part of it they never ask 
For that thing which is to them no profit, to take 
it from other to whom it is profitable, they think 
It no right nor conscience^ But if the case so 
stand, that they must lend part of that money to 
another people, then they require their debt, or 
when they have war For the which purpose only 
they keep at home all the treasure which they 
have, to be holpen and succoured by it either in 
extreme jeopardies, or in sudden dangers , but 
especially and chiefly to hire therewitli, and that 
for unreasonable great wages, strange soldiers 
For they had rather put strangers in jeopardy 
than their own countrymen , knowing that for 
money enough their enemies themselves many 
times may be bought and sold, or else through 
treason be set together by the ears among them- 
selves For this cause they keep an inestimable 
treasure , but yet not as a treasure , but so they 
have it and use it as in good faith I am ashamed to 
shew, fearing that my words shall not be believed 
And this I have more cause to fear, for that I know 
how difficultly and hardly I myself would have 
believed another man telling the same, if I had not 
presently seen it with mine own eyes For it must 

* Consider it unfair 
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GOLD, SILVER AND IRON 

needs be that, how far a thjng is dissonant and 
disagreeing from the guise and trade ^ of the 
hearers, so far shall it be out of their belief 
Howbeit, a wise and indifferent esteemer of things 
will not greatly marvel, perchance, seeing all their 
other laws and customs do so much differ from 
ours, if the use also of gold and silver among them 
be applied rather to their own fashions than to 
ours I mean, in that they occupy not money 
themselves, but keep it for that chance , which as 
it may happen, so it may be that it shall never 
come to pass 

In the meantime gold and silver, whereof money 
IS made, they do so use, as none of them doth more 
esteem it, than the very nature of the thing 
deserveth And then who doth not plainly see 
how far it is under iron? as without the which 
men can no better live than without fire and water , 
whereas to gold and stiver nature hath given no 
use that we may not well lack, if that the folly of 
men had not set it in higher estimation for the 
rareness sake But of the contrary part, nature, 
as a most tender and loving mother, hath placed 
the best and most necessary things open abroad, 
as the air, the water, and the earth itself , and hath 
removed and hid farthest from us vain and un- 
profitable things Therefore if these metals among 
them should be fast locked up in some tower, it 
might be suspected that the pnnce and the council 
(as the people is ever foolishly imagining) intended 
by some subtlety to deceive the commons and to 
take some profit of it to themselves Furthermore, 
if they should make thereof plate and such other 
finely and cunningly wrought stuff , if at any time 
' Lat titortbtts, manners and customs 
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GOLD A SIGN or DISGRACE 

they should ha\e occasion to break it and melt it 
again, and therewith to pay their soldiers’ wages, 
thcv see and perceuc \cry well that men would 
be loth to part from those things that they once 
began to have pleasure and delight in 

To remedy all this, they ha\e found out a means, 
which as It IS agreeable to all their other laws and 
customs, so it IS from ours, where gold is so much 
set by and so diligently kept, \cry far discrepant 
and repugnant , and therefore uncredible, but onl} 
to them that be w’ise ^ For w hereas they eat and 
dnnk in earthen and glass vessels, w'hich indeed 
be curiously and properly made, and ) et be of \ery 
small value, of gold and silver they make commonly 
chamber-pots and other like vessels that sen e for 
most Mle uses, not only in their common halls, 
but in e\ery man’s private house Furthermore, 
of the same metals they make great chains with 
fetters and g)'ves, wdierein they tie their bondmen 
Finally, w'hosoever for an}'' offence be infamed, by 
their ears hang rings of gold , upon their fingers 
they wear rings of gold, and about their necks 
chains of gold , and in conclusion their heads be 
tied about with gold Thus by all means that may 
be, they procure to ha\e gold and silver among 
them in reproach and infamy And therefore these 
metals, which other nations do as grievously and 
sorrowfully forgo, as in a manner from their owm 
lives if they should altogether at once be taken 
from the Utopians, no man there would think that 
he had lost the W'^orth of one farthing 

They gather also pearls by the seaside, and 
diamonds and carbuncles upon certain rocks , and 

" lA' know about it from personal experience 

1 rom IS omitted in ed 2 
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THEIR GORGEOUS APPAREL 


to represent very gods, and with the bright shining 
and glistening of their gay clothing to dazzle the 
eyes of the silly poor Utopians So there came 
m three ambassadors with a hundred sei^'ants all 
apparelled in changeable colours, the most of 
them in silks , the ambassadors themselves (for at 
home in their own country they were noblemen) 
in cloth of gold, with great chains of gold, with 
gold hanging at their ears, with gold rings upon 
their fingers, vnth brooches and aiglettes of gold 
upon their caps, which glistered full of pearls and 
precious stones , to be short, trimmed and adorned 
with all those things, which among the Utopians 
were either the punishment of bondmen, or the 
reproach of in famed persons, or else tnfles for 
young children to play withal Therefore it 
would have done a man good at his heart to have 
seen how proudly they displayed their peacock 
feathers , how much they made of their painted 
sheaths , and how loftily they set forth and 
advanced themselves, when they compared their 
gallant apparel with the poor raiment of the 
Utopians For all the people were swarmed forth 
into the streets And on the other side it was no 
less pleasure to consider how much they were 
deceived, and how far they missed of their purpose , 
being contrary ways taken than they thought they 
should have been For to the eyes of all the 
Utopians except very few, which haci been in other 
countries for some reasonable cal^ise, all that 
gorgeousness of apparel seemed sham\eful and re- 
proachful , insomuch that they mosQ reverently 
saluted the vilest and most abject of them for 
lords , passing over the ambassadors \themselves 
without any honour, judging them, by tfteir wear- 
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UTOPIAN SCIENCE AND ART 


they were never yet able to find out the second 
intentions , ^ insomuch that none of them all could 
ever see man himself in common,® as they call him, 
though he be (as 3mu know) bigger than ever was 
any giant, j^ea, and pointed to of us even with our 
finger But they be m the course of the stars, and 
the movings of the heavenly spheres, very expert 
and cunning They have also wittily excogitated 
and devised instruments of divers fashions, wherein 
IS exactly comprehended and contained the mov- 
ings and situations of the sun, the moon, and of 
all the other stars which appear in their horizon 
But as for the amities® and dissensions of the 
planets, and all that deceitful divination by the 
stars, they never as much as dream thereof Rams, 
winds, and other courses of tempests, they know 
before by certain tokens, which they have learned 
by long use and observation. But of the causes 
of all these things, and of the ebbing, flowing, and 
saltness of the sea, and finally of the original be- 
ginning and nature of heaven and of the world, 
they hold partly the same opinions that our old 
philosophers hold , and partly, as our philosophers 
vary among themselves, so they also, whiles they 
bring new reasons of things, do disagree from all 
them, and yet among themselves m all points they 
do not accord 

In that part of philosophy which mtreateth of 
manners and virtue, their reasons and opinions 
agree with ours They dispute of the good qual- 
ities of the soul, of the body, and of fortune , and 

1 Intentions, abstact ideas to which the mind directs itself 
(rntendit se) The second intentions are the relations of these 
abstract ideas to one another, here used as an example of super- 
subtletj 

- fp the abstract ® Favourable conjunctions, 
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DEFINITION OF VIRTUE 


and painful virtue, and not only to banish the 
pleasure of life, but also willingly to suffer grief 
without any hope of profit thereof For w’hat 
profit can there be, if a man, w'hen he hath passed 
over all his life unpleasantly, that is to sav, 
wretchedly, shall have no reward after his death? 
But now, sir, they think not felicit}' to rest in all 
pleasure, but only m that pleasure that is good 
and honest , and that hereto, as to perfect blessed- 
ness, our nature is allured and drawn even of 
virtue , whereto only they that be of the contraiy 
opinion do attribute felicit)’- For they define 
\nrtue to be a life ordered according to nature , 
and we be hereunto ordained of God , and that he 
doth follow' the course of nature, w'hich in desiring 
and refusing things is ruled by reason Further- 
more, that reason doth chiefly and pnncipally 
kindle in men the love and veneration of the divine 
Majesty , of whose goodness it is that w'e be, and 
that W'e be in possibility to attain felicitj' And 
that, secondarily, it moveth and provoketh us to 
lead our life out of care in joy and mirth, and to 
help all other, in respect of the society of nature, 
to obtain the same. For there w'as never man so 
earnest and painful a follow'er of virtue and hater 
of pleasure, that w'ould so enjoin you labours, 
watchings, and fastings, but he would also exhort 
you to ease and lighten to your pow'er^ the lack 
and misery of others, praising the same as a deed 
of humanity and pity Then if it be a point of 
humanity for man to bring health and comfort 
to man, and specially (w'hich is a virtue most 
peculiarly belonging to man) to mitigate and 
assuage the grief of others, and by taking from 

1 To the best of your abilit) 
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them tlie sorrow and heaviness of life to restore 
them to joy, that is to say, to pleasure , why may 
it not then be said that nature doth provoke every 
man to do the same to himself? 

For a joyful life, that is to say, a pleasant life 
IS either evil , and if it be so, then thou shouldest 
not only help no man thereto, but rather, as much 
as in thee lieth, help all men from it, as noisome 
and hurtful , or else, if thou not only mayest, but 
also of duty art bound to procure it to others, why 
not chiefly to thy self, to w'hom thou art bound 
to shew as much favour as to other? For w^hen 
nature biddeth thee to be good and gentle to 
other, she commandeth thee not to be cruel and 
ungentle to thyself Therefore e\en very nature 
(say they) prescribeth to us a joyful life, that is 
to say, pleasure, as the end of all our operations 
And thej' define virtue to be life ordered accord- 
ing to the prescript of nature But in that that 
nature doth allure and provoke men one to help 
another to live merrily (w'hich surely she doth not 
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RESPECT FOR THE LAW 

without a good cause, for no man is so far abbve 
the lot of man’s state or condition, that nature 
doth cark and care for him only, which equally 
favoureth all that be comprehended under the 
communion of one shape, form, and fashion), 
verily she commandeth thee to use diligent 
circumspection, that thou do not so seek for 
thine own commodities, that thou procure others 
incommodities 

Wherefore their opinion is, tliat not only 
covenants and bargains made among private men 
ought to be well and faithfully fulfilled, observed, 
and kept, but also common laws , which either a 
good prince hath justly published, or else the 
people, neither oppressed with tyranny, neither 
deceived by fraud and guile, hath by their common 
consent constituted and ratified, concerning the 
partition of the commodities of life, — that is to 
say, the matter of pleasure These laws not 
offended, it is wisdom that thou look to thine 
own wealth And to do the same for the common- 
wealth IS no less than thy duty, if thou bearest 
any reverent love or any natural zeal and affection 
to thy native country ^ But to go about to let 
another man of his pleasure, whilst thou procurest 
thine own, that is open wrong Contrary wise, 
to withdraw something from thyself to give to 
other, that is a point of humanity and gentleness , 
which never taketh away so much commodity, as 
it bnngeth again For it is recompensed wuth 
the return of benefits , and the conscience of the 
good deed, with the remembrance of the thankful 
love and benevolence of them to ■whom thou hast 
done it, doth bring more pleasure to thy mind, 

^ If thou country Not in the Latin 
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DEFINITION OF PLEASURE 

than that which thou hast vvithholden from thyself 
could have brought to the body Finally (which 
to a godly disposed and a religious mind is easy 
to be persuaded) God recompenseth the gift of a 
short and small pleasure with great and everlasting 
joy Therefore, the matter diligently weighed 
and considered, thus they think that all our 
actions, and in them the virtues themselves, be 
referred at the last to pleasure, as their end and 
felicity. 

Pleasure they call every motion and state of the 
body or mind, wherein man hath naturally delecta- 
tion Appetite they join to nature, and that not 
without a good cause For like as not only the 
senses, but also right reason, coveteth whatsoever 
is naturally pleasant , so that it may be gotten 
without wrong or injury, not letting or debarring 
a greater pleasure, nor causing painful labour, 
even so those things that men by vain imagination 
do feign against nature to be pleasant (as though 
It lay in their power to change the things as they 
do the names of things), all such pleasures they 
believe to be of so small help and furtherance to 
felicity, that they count them great let and hin- 
drance , because that, in whom they have once 
taken place, all his mind they possess with a false 
opinion of pleasure so that there is no place left 
for true and natural delectations For there be 
many things, which of their own nature contain 
no pleasantness" yea, the most part of them much 
grief and sorrow, and yet through the perverse 
and malicious flickering enticements of lewd and 
unhonest desires, be taken not only for special and 
sovereign pleasures, but also be counted among 
the chief causes of life. 
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FALSE PRIDE 

In this counterfeit kind of pleasure they put 
them that I spake of before , which, the better 
gown they have on, the better men they think 
themselves , m the which thing they do twice err 
For they be no less deceived in that they think 
their gown the better, than they be in that they 
think themselves the better For if you consider 
the profitable use of the garment, why should wool 
of a finer spun thread be thought better than the 
wool of a coarse spun thread ? Yet they, as though 
the one did pass the other by nature, and not by 
their mistaking, avance themselves and think the 
price of their own persons thereby greatly increased 
And therefore the honour, which in a coarse gown 
they durst not have looked for, they require as it 
were of duty for their finer gown’s sake And if 
they be passed by without reverence, they take it 
angrily and disdainfully 

And again, is it not a like madness to take a 
pride in vain and unprofitable honours? For 
what natural or true pleasure dost thou take of 
another man’s bare head or bowed knees? Will 
this ease the pain of thy knees, or remedy the 
frenzy of thy head? In this image of counterfeit 
pleasure, they be of a marvellous madness, which 
for the opinion of nobility rejoice ^ much in their 
own conceit, because it was their fortune to come 
of such ancestors, whose stock of long time hath 
been counted rich (for now nobility is nothing 
else), especially rich in lands And though their 
ancestors left them not one foot of land, or else 
they themselves have pissed it against the walls, ^ 

^ Who delight themselves with the fancy of their own nobihty 
(Burnet) 

* Squandered it (Lat obhgttrtennt) 
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SUPERFLUOUS WEALTH 

yet they think themselves not the less noble there- 
fore of one hair 

In this number also they count them that take 
pleasure and delight (as I said) in gems and 
precious stones and think themselves almost gods, 
if they chance to get an excellent one , especially 
of that kind which in that time of their own 
countrymen is had in highest estimation For 
one kind of stone keepeth not his price still in all 
countries, and at all times Nor they buy them 
not but taken out of the gold and bare , no, nor 
so neither, bcfoie they have made the seller to 
swear that he will warrant and assure it to be a 
true stone and no counterfeit gem Such care 
they take lest a counterfeit stone should deceive 
their eyes in the stead of a right stone But why 
shouldst thou not take even as much pleasure in 
beholding a counterfeit stone, which thine eye 
cannot discern from a right stone ? They should 
both be of like value to thee, even as to a blind 
man 

What shall I say of them that keep superfluous 
riches, to take delectation only in the holding, and 
not in the use or occupying thereof? Do they 
take true pleasure, or else be they deceived with 
false pleasure ? Or of them that be in a contrary 
vice, hiding the gold which they shall never occupy, 
nor peradventure never see more , and whilst they 
take care lest they shall lose it, do lose it indeed ? 
For what is it else, when they hide it in the ground, 
taking it both from their own use, and perchance 
from all other men’s also? And yet thou, when 
thou hast hid thy treasure, as one out of all care, 
hoppest for joy The which treasure if it should 
chance to be stolen, and thou, ignorant of the 
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GAMBLING AND FIELD-SPORTS 


theft, shouldst die ten years after , all that ten 
years space that thou Inedst, after th} mone} was 
stolen, what matter was it to thee whether it had 
been taken away, or else safe as thou leftst it? 
Truly both ways like profit came to thee 

To these so foolish pleasures they join dicers, 
whose madness they know by hearsay and not 
by use, hunters also, and hawkers For what 
pleasure is there (say they) in casting the dice 
upon a table , w'hich thou hast done so often, that 
if there were any pleasure in it, jet the oft use 
might make thee wearj’- tliereof? Or w'hat delight 
can there be, and not rather displeasure, in heanng 
the barking and how ling of dogs ? Or w hat greater 
pleasure is there to be felt, w'hen a dog follow eth 
an hare, than when a dog follow’eth a dog? for one 
thing IS done in both, that is to sa}% running, if 
thou hast pleasure therein But if the hope of 
slaughter, and the expectation of tearing in pieces 
the beast doth please thee, thou shouldst rather 
be moved with pitj'’ to see a sillj'^ innocent hare 
murdered of a dog , the w'eak of tlie stronger , 
the fearful of the fierce , tlie innocent of the cruel 
and unmerciful Therefore all this exercise of 
hunting, as a thing unw^orth}"- to be used of free 
men, the Utopians have rejected to their butchers , 
to the w^hich craft (as w^e said before) thej’’ appoint 
their bondmen For they count hunting the lowest, 
vilest, and most abject part of butchery , and the 
other parts of it more profitable and more honest, 
as which do bring much more commodity, and do 
kill beasts only for necessity Whereas the hunter 
seeketh nothing but pleasure of the silly and w'oeful 
beast’s slaughter and murder The w^hich pleasure 
in beholding death, thej'’ think, doth rise in the 
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ver)’- beasts, either of a cruel affection of mind, or 
else to be changed in continuance of time into 
crueltj"-, by long use of so cruel a pleasure. These 
therefore and all suchlike, which is innumerable, 
though the cofnmon sort of people doth take them 
for pleasures, yet they, seeing there is no natural 
pleasantness in them, do plainly determine them 
to ^have no affinity with true and right pleasure 
For as touching that they do commonly move the 
sense with delectation (which seemeth to be a 
work of pleasure) this doth nothing dimmish their 
opinion For not the nature of the thing, but their 
perverse and lewd custom is the cause hereof, 
which causeth them to accept bitter or sour thmgs 
for sweet things , even as women with child, in 
their vitiate and corrupt taste, think pitch and 
tallow sweeter than any honey Howbeit no man’s 
judgment, depraved and corrupt, either by sick- 
ness or by custom, can change the nature of 
pleasure, more than it can do the nature of other 
thmgs 
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DIFFERENT KINDS OF PLEASURE 

They make divers kinds of true pleasures For 
some they attribute to the soul, and some to the 
body To the soul they guc intelligence, and that 
delectation that cometh of the contemplation of 
trutli Hereunto is joined the pleasant remem- 
brance of the good life past ^ 

The pleasure of the body they duide into two 
parts The first is when delectation is sensibly 
felt and perceived Avhich many times chanceth 
by the renewing and refreshing of those parts, 
which our natural heat drieth up this cometh by 
meat and drink, and sometimes whiles those things 
be voided, whereof is in the body over-great 
abundance This pleasure is felt when we do our 
natural easement, or when we be doing the act 
of generation, or when the itching of any part 
IS eased with rubbing or scratching Sometimes 
pleasure riseth, exhibiting to any member nothing 
that it desireth, nor taking from it any pain that 
It feeleth , which for all that tickleth and moveth 
our senses with a certain secret efficacy, but ivith a 
manifest motion, and turneth them to it , as is 
that which cometh of music 

The second part of bodily pleasure they say is 
that which consisteth and resteth in the quiet and 
upnght state of the body And that truly is every 
man’s own proper health, intermingled and dis- 
turbed with no grief For this, if it be not letted 
nor assaulted with no grief, is delectable of itself, 
though it be moved with no external or outward 
pleasure For though it be not so plain and 
manifest to the sense, as the greedy lust of eating 
and dnnking, yet nevertheless many take it for 
the chiefest pleasure All the Utopians grant it 

1 And the certain hope of fhtnre happiness (in the Latin) 
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PLEASURES OF THE BODY 


to be a right great pleasure, and as you would say 
the foundation and ground of all pleasures , as 
which even alone is able to make the state and 
condition of life delectable and pleasant , and it 
being once taken away, there is no place left for 
any pleasure For to be without grief, not having 
health, that they call insensibility and not pleasure 
The Utopians have long ago rejected and con- 
demned the opinion of them, which said tliat 
steadfast and quiet health (for this question also 
hath been diligently debated among them) ought 
not therefore to be counted a pleasure, because 
they say it cannot be presently and sensibly per- 
ceived and felt by some outward motion ^ But, 
of the contrary part, now they agree almost all 
in this, that health is a most sovereign pleasure 
For seeing that in sickness (say they) is grief, 
which is a mortal enemy to pleasure, even as 
sickness is to health, why should not then pleasure 
be in the quietness of health ? For they say it 
maketh nothing to this matter, whether you say 
that sickness is a grief, or that in sickness is grief, 
for all cometh to one purpose For whether health 
be a pleasure itself, or a necessary cause of pleasure, 
as fire is of heat, truly both ways it followeth, that 
they cannot be without pleasure that be m perfect 
health Furthermore, whiles we eat (say they), 
then health, which began to be appaired, fighteth 
by the help of food against hunger In the which 
fight whilst health by little and little getteth the 
upper hand, that same proceeding, and (as ye 
would say) that onwardness to the wonted strength 
ministereth that pleasure, whereby we be so re- 
freshed Health therefore, which in the conflict 

1 The Latin says except by some contrary motion 

13I 



PLEASURES OF THE MIND 


IS joyful, shall it not be merry when it hath gotten 
the victory? But as soon as it hath recovered the 
pristine strength, which thing only in all the fight 
it co\eted, shall it incontinent be astonished? 
Nor shall it not know nor embrace that own wealth 
and goodness? For that it is said health cannot 
be felt, this, they think, is nothing true For what 
man waking, say they, feeleth not himself in health, 
but he tliat is not? Is there any man so possessed 
with stonish insensibility, or with the sleeping 
sickness, that he will not grant health to be 
acceptable to him and delectable? But what other 
thing IS delectation than that which by another 
name is called pleasure ? 

They embrace chiefly the pleasures of the mind, 
for them they count the chiefest and most principal 
of all The chief part of them they think doth 
come of the exercise of virtue and conscience of 
good life Of these pleasures that the body 
ministereth they give the pre-eminence to health 
For the delight of eating and drinking and what- 
soever hath any like pleasantness, they determine 
to be pleasures much to be desired, but no other- 
wise than for health’s sake For such things of 
their own proper nature be not pleasant, but in 
that they resist sickness privily stealing on There- 
fore, like as it is a wise man’s part rather to avoid 
sickness than to wish for medicines, and rather to 
drive away and put to flight careful gnefs than 
to call for comfort , so it is much better not to 
need this kind of pleasure, than in feeling the 
contrary gnef to be eased of the same ^ The 
which kind of pleasure if any man take for his 
felicity, that man must needs grant that then he 

^ Than thereby to be eased of the contrary gnef (ed. 2) 
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THE BASER PLEASURES 


shall be in most felicity, if he live that life 
which IS led in continual hunger, thirst, itching, 
eating, drinking, scratching, and rubbing The 
which life how not only foul it is, but also miser- 
able and wretched, who perceiveth not? These 
doubtless be the basest pleasures of all, as impure 
and imperfect, for they never come but accom- 
panied with their contrary griefs , as with the 
pleasure of eating is joined hunger, and that after 
no very equal sort For of these two, the grief 
is both the more vehement, and also of longer 
continuance For it riseth before the pleasure, and 
endeth not until the pleasure die with it. 

Wherefore such pleasures they think not greatly 
to be set by, but in that they be necessary 
Howbeit they have delight also in these, and 
thankfully knowledge the tender love of mother 
nature, which with most pleasant delectation 
allureth her children to that which of necessity'' 
they be driven often to use For how wretched 
and miserable should our life be, if these daily' 
griefs of hunger and thirst could not be dnven 
away but with bitter potions and sour medicines , 
as the other diseases be, wherewith we be seldomer 
troubled ? But beauty', strength, niniblencss, these 
as peculiar and pleasant gifts of nature, they make 
much of But those pleasures that be recened 
by' the ears, the cy'cs, and the nose, which nature 
w'llleth to be proper and peculiar to man (for no 
other kind of Ining beasts doth behold the fairness 
and the beauty of the w'crld, or is mo\cd with 
any respect of savours, but only for the dncrsitv 
of meats, neither pcrccncth the concordant and 
discordant distances of sounds and tunes) these 
pleasures (I say) they accept and allow, as certain 
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pleasant rejoicings ^ of life But in all things this 
cautel they use, that a less pleasure hinder not a 
bigger, and that the pleasure be no cause of dis- 
pleasure , which they think to follow of necessity, 
if the pleasure be unhonest But yet, to despise 
the comeliness of beauty, to waste the bodily 
strength, to turn nimbleness into sluggishness, to 
consume and make feeble the body with fasting, 
to do injury to health, and to reject the other 
pleasant motions of nature (unless a man neglect 
these his commodities, whilst he doth with a 
fervent zeal procure the wealth of others, or the 
common profit, for the which pleasure forborne 
he IS in hope of a greater pleasure of God) , else 
for a vain shadow of virtue, for the wealth and 
profit of no man, to punish himself, or to the intent 
he may be able courageously to suffer adversity, 
which perchance shall never come to him this to 
do they think it a point of extreme madness, and 
a token of a man cruelly minded towards himself, 
and unkind towards nature, as one so disdaining 
to be in her danger, that he renounceth and 
refuseth all her benefits 

This is their sentence and opinion of virtue and 
pleasure And they believe that by man’s reason 
none can be found truer than this, unless any 
godlier be inspired into man from heaven Wherein 
whether they believe well or no, neither the time 
doth suffer us to discuss, neither it is now necessary 
For we have taken upon us to shew and declare 
their lores and ordinances, and not to defend them 

But this thing I believe verily howsoever these 
decrees be, that there is in no place of the world 

^ Lat condtmenta the pleasant relishes and seasonings of life 
(Burnet) 
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neither a more excellent people, neither a more 
flourishing commonwealth They be light and 
quick of body, full of activity and nimbleness, and 
of more strength than a man would judge them 
by their stature, which for all that is not too low 
And though their soil be not very fruitful, nor 
tlieir air very wholesome, yet against the air they 
so defend them wuth temperate diet, and so order 
and husband their ground with diligent travail, 
that in no countrj^ is greater increase and plenty 
of corn and cattle, nor men’s bodies of longer life, 
and subject or apt to fewer diseases There, 
therefore, a man may see well and diligently ex- 
ploited and furnished, 1 not only those things which 
husbandmen do commonly m other countries , as 
by craft and cunning to remedy the barrenness 
of the ground , but also a whole wood by tlie 
hands of the people plucked up by the roots in 
one place and set again m another place Wherein 
ivas had regard and consideration not of plenty 
but of commodious carnage, that ivood and timber 
might be nigher to tlie sea, or the rivers, or the 
cities For it is less labour and business to carry 
gram far by land than \vood The people be 
gentle, merry, quick, and fine-ivitted, delighting 
in quietness, and, when need requireth, able to 
abide and suffer much bodily labour Else they 
be not greatly desirous and fond of it , but in the 
exercise and study of tlie mind they be never 
weary 

When they had heard me speak of the Greek 
literature or learning (for in Latin there was _ 
nothing that I thought they would greatly allow'^, 
besides historians and poets), they made wonderful 
^ Gamed out and accompbslicd 



THEIR PROGRESS IN GREEK 

earnest and importunate suit unto me, that I 
would teach and instruct them in that tongue 
and learning I began therefore to read unto 
them, at the first, truly, more because I -ttould 
not seem to refuse the labour, than that I hoped 
that they would anything profit therein But 
when I had gone fonvard a little, and perceived 
incontinent by their diligence that my labour 
should not be bestowed in vain; for they began 
so easily to fashion letters, so plainly to pronounce 
the words, so quickly to learn by heart, and so 
surely to rehearse the same, that I marvelled at 
it , ^ saving that the most part of them vv'ere fine 
and chosen wnts, and of npe age, picked out of 
the company of learned men, which not only of 
their own free and voluntaiy’- wall, but also by the 
commandment of the council, undertook to learn 
this language Therefore in less than three years 
space, there was nothing in the Greek tongue that 
they lacked They were able to read good authors 
w'lthout any stay, if the book were not false - 

This kind of learning, as I suppose, they took 
so much the sooner, because it is somewhat allied 
to them For I think that this nation took their 
beginnings of the Greeks, because their speech, 
which in all other points is not much unlike the 
Persian tongue, keepeth divers signs and tokens 
of the Greek language in the names of their cities 
and of their magistrates They have of me (for, 
when I was determined to enter into my fourth 
voyage, I cast into the ship m the stead of 
merchandise a prettj^ fardel of books, because I 
intended to come again rather never than shortly) 

^ Tliat I regarded it m tte light of a miracle (Latin) 

^ i e tmlesH the text was too corrupt. 
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THEIR ESTEEM FOR MEDICINE 


in greater honour , because they count the know- 
ledge of it among the goodliest and most profitable 
parts of philosophy For \\ hile they by the help 
of this philosophy search out the secret mjsteries 
of nature, they think that they not only receive 
thereby wonderful great pleasure, but also obtain 
- great thanks and favour of the Author and IMaker 
thereof. Whom they think, according to the 
fashion of other artificers, to ha\e set forth the 
maiwellous and gorgeous frame of the world for 
man to behold , whom onh' He hath made of wit 
and capacit}* to consider and understand the 
excellence of so great a work And therefore, 
say they, doth He bear more goodw ill and lo\ e to 
the curious and diligent beholder and Hewer of 
His uork and marveller at the same, than He 
doth to him, which like a verj* beast unthout i\'it 
and reason or as one without sense or moHng, 
hath no regard to so great and so wonderful a 
spectacle 

The wits therefore of the Utopians inured and 
exercised in learning, be mar\-ellous quick in the 
invention of feats, helpmg an\*thing to the ad- 
vantage and wealth of life. Howbeit two feats 
they may thank us for; that is the science of 
printing, and the craft of making paper and yet 
not only us, but chiefly and pnncipally themselves 
For when we shewed to them Aldus's print in 
books of paper, and told them of the stuff whereof 
paper is made, and of the feat of engravmg letters, 
speaking somewhat more than we could plainly 
declare (for there was none of us that knew 
perfectly either the one or the other), they forth- 
with very wittily conjectured the thing. And 
whereas before thev wrote in skins, m barks of 
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THEIR BONDMEN 

things as are to be earned out of their land, they 
think it more wisdom to carry that gear forth 
themselves, than that other should come thither to 
fetch it , to the intent they may the better know 
the outlands of every side them, and keep in ure 
the feat and knowledge of sailing 

Of Bondmen, Sick Persons, Wedlock, 

AND DRIERS OTHER MATTERS 

They neither make bondmen of prisoners taken 
in battle, unless it be in battle that they fought 
themselves, nor bondmen’s children, nor, to be 
short, any man whom the^’^ can get out of another 
country, though he were there a bondman , but 
either such as among themselves for heinous 
offences be punished with bondage, or else such as 
in the cities of other lands for great trespasses be 
condemned to death And of this sort of bond- 
men they have most store 

For many of them they bring home, sometimes 
paying very little for them , yea, most commonly 
getting them for grammercy These sorts of 
bondmen they keep not only in continual work 
and labour, but also in bonds But their own men 
they handle hardest, whom they judge more 
desperate, and to have deserved greater punish- 
ment , because they, being so godly brought up to 
virtue, in so excellent a commonwealth, could not 
for all that be refrained from misdoing 

Another kind of bondman they have, when a 
vile drudge, being a poor labourer in another 
country, doth choose of his own free will to be a 
bondman among them These they handle and 
order honestly, and entertain almost as gently as 
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MARRIAGE 


^^lthout an}' feeling of death But they cause 
none such to die against his will nor they use no 
less diligence and attendance about him , believing ^ 
this to be an honourable death Else he that 
killeth himself before that the priest and the 
council ha\ c allow ed the cause of his death, him, 
as unworthy both of the earth and of fire, thei. 
cast unburied into some stinking marsh 

The w Oman is not married before she be eighteen 
years old The man is four years older before he 
marry If either the man or the woman be pro\ed 
to ha\e bodil} offended, before their marnage, 
with another,- he or she, whether it be, is sharply 
punished , and both the offenders be forbidden 
ever after in all their life to mariw*, unless the fault 
be forgi\ en by the prince’s pardon But both the 
goodman and the goodwife of the house where 
that offence w'as done, as being slack and negligent 
in looking to their charge, be in danger of great 
reproach and infamy That offence is so sharply 
punished, because they percei\ e, that unless tliei- 
be diligently kept from the hbert)' of this \'ice, 
few' w'lll join togetlier in the love of marnage, 
w herein all the life must be led w ith one, and also 
all the griefs and displeasures that come therewath 
must patiently be taken and borne 

Furthermore, in clioosing w'lves and husbands 
they obsen’e earnestly and straitly a custom w hicli 
seemed to us very fond and foolish For a sad 
and an honest matron show'eth the woman, be she 
maid or widow', naked to the wooer ^ And like- 

1 This rendering is incorrect A new sentence begins here 
While they believe-lhatit is nn honourable act for those who are 
persuaded {by the pnestsy''tC'djtm this manner (j c voinntarxir), 
if the pnesls have not approved \ , , , 
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CHOICE OF WIVES 

wise a sage and discrete man exhibiteth the wooer 
naked to the woman At this custom we laughed 
and disallowed it as foolish But they on the 
other part do greatly wonder at the folly of all 
other nations, which in buying a colt, whereas a 
little money is in hazard, be so chary and circum- 
spect, that though he be almost all bare, yet they 
will not buy him unless the saddle and all the 
harness be taken off, lest under those coverings be 
hid some gall or sore , and yet in choosing a wife, 
which shall be either pleasure or displeasure to 
them all their life after, they be so reckless that, 
all the residue of the woman’s body being covered 
with clothes, they esteem her scarcely by one 
handbreadth (for they can see no more but her 
face) , and so do join her to them not without 
great jeopardy of evil agreeing together, if any- 
thing in her body afterward do offend and mislike 
them. For all men be not so wise as to have respect 
to the virtuous conditions of the party , and the 
endowments pf the body cause the virtues of the 
mind more to be esteemed and regarded, yea, even 
in the marriages of wise men Verily so foul 
deformity may be hid under these coverings, that 
it may quite alienate and take away the man’s 
mind from his wife, when it shall not be lawful for 
their bodies to be separate again If such de- 
formity happen by any chance after the marriage 
is consummate and finished , well, there is no 
remedy but patience Every man must take his 
fortune well a worth But it were well done that 
a law were made, whereby all such deceits might 
be eschewed and avoided beforehand 

And this were they constrained more earnestly 
to look upon, because they only of the nations in 
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MARRIAGE RARELY DISSOLVED 

that part of the ^vorld be content every man with 
one wife apiece, and matrimony is there never 
broken, but by death , except adultery break the 
bond, or else the intolerable wayward manners 
of either party For if either of them find them- 
self for any such cause g’rieved, they may by the 
licence of the council change and take another 
But the other party liveth ever after in infamy and 
out of wedlock But for the husband to put away 
his wife for no fault, but for that some mishap is 
fallen to her body, this by no means they will 
suffer For they judge it a great point of cruelty 
that anybody in their most need of help and 
comfort should be cast off and forsaken , and that 
old age, which both bringeth sickness with it, and 
IS a sickness itself, should unkindly and unfaith- 
fully be dealt withal. But now and then it 
chanceth, whereas the man and the woman cannot 
well agree between themselves, both of them find- 
ing other with whom they hope to live more quietly 
and merrily, that they by the full consent of them 
both be divorced asunder and new married to 
other, but that not without the authority of the 
council, which agreeth to no divorces, before 
they and their wives have diligently tried and 
examined the matter Yea, and then also they 
be loth to consent to it, because they know 
this to be the next way to break love between 
man and wife, to be in easy hope of a new 
marnage 

Breakers of wedlock be punished with most 
grievous bondage And if both the offenders were 
married, then the parties which in that behalf have 
suffered wrong be divorced from the adulterers if 
they will, and be married together, or else to whom 



CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS 


Ihc} lust. But if cither of them both do still con- 
tinue in lo\c toward so unkind a bedfellow, the 
use of Mcdlock is not to them foi bidden, if the 
party be disposed to follow in toiling and drudgery 
the person, which for that offence is condemned to 
bondage. And very oft^ it chanceth that the 
repentance of the one, and the earnest diligence 
of the other, doth so move the prince with pity 
and compassion, that he rcstoreth the bond person 
from servitude to liberty and freedom again. But 
if the same party be taken eftsoons in that fault, 
there is no other way but death 

To other trespasses there is no prescript punish- 
ment appointed by any law But according to the 
heinoiisncss of the ofiTence, or contrary, so the 
punishment is moderated by the discretion of the 
council The husbands chastise their wives, and 
the parents their children , unless they have done 
any so horrible an offence, that the open punish- 
ment thereof maketh much for the advancement of 
honest manners But most commonly the most 
heinous faults be punished with the incommodity 
of bondage For that they suppose to be to the 
offenders no less grief, and to the commonwealth 
more profitable, than if they should hastily put 
them to death, and make them out of the way. 
For there cometh more profit of their labour, than 
of their death , and by their example they fear 
other the longer from like offences But if they, 
being thus used, do rebel and kick again, then for- 
sooth they be slam as desperate and wild beasts, 
whom neither prison nor chain could restrain and 
keep under But they which take their bondage 
patiently be not left all hopeless For after they 
* Lat interdwn now and then 
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KOOLS AND THE DEFORMED 

have been broken and tamed with long miseries, 
if then they shew such rcpcntcnce, whereby it may 
be perceived that they be sorrier for their offence 
than for their punishment, sometimes by the prince’s 
prerogative, and sometimes by the voice and consent 
of the people, their bondage either is mitigated, or 
else clean remitted and forgiven He that moveth 
to adultery is in no less danger and jeopardy, than 
if he had committed adultery indeed For in all 
ofiences they count the intent and pretensed pur- 
pose as evil as the act or deed itself For they 
think that no let ought to excuse him, that did his 
best to have no let ^ 

They set great store by fools And as it is great 
reproach to do to any of them hurt or injury, so 
they prohibit not to take pleasure of foolishness 
For that, they think, doth much good to the fools 
And if any man be so sad and stem, that he cannot 
laugh neither at their words nor at their deeds, 
none of them be committed to his tuition , for fear 
lest he would not order them gently and favourably 
enough, to whom they should bring no delectation 
(for other goodness in them is none), much less any 
profit should they yield him 

To mock a man for his deformity, or for that he 
lacketh any part or limb of his body, is counted 
great dishonesty and reproach, not to him that is 
mocked, but to him that mocketh , which unwisely 
doth upbraid any man of that as a vice, which w'as 
not in his power to eschew Also as they count 
and reckon very little wit to be in him* that 
regardeth not natural beauty and comeliness, 

1 Failure is no excuse for one who has done his best to prevent 

regard it as the sign of a sluggish and indolent mind 
{segms aique tneriis) 
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REWARDS FOR VIRTUE 

so to help the same with paintings is taken for 
a vam and a wanton pride, not without great 
infamy For they know even by very experience, 
that no comeliness of beauty doth so Inghly com- 
mend and avance the wives in the conceit of their 
husbands,^ as honest conditions and lowliness. 
For as love is oftentimes won with beauty, so it is 
not kept, preserved, and continued, but by virtue 
and obedience 

They do not only fear their people from doing 
evil by punishments, but also allure them to virtue 
with rewards of honour Therefore they set up 
in the market-place the images of notable men, 
and of such as have been great and bountiful 
benefactors to the commonwealth, for the perpetual 
memory of their good acts, and also that the 
glory and renown of the ancestors may stir ® and 
provoke their posterity to virtue He that in- 
ordinately and ambitiously desireth promotions, 
IS left all hopeless for ever attaining any promotion 
as long as he liveth They live together lovingly. 
For no magistrate is either haughty or fearful , 
fathers they be called, and like fathers they use 
themselves ® The citizens (as it is their duty) do 
willingly exhibit unto them due honour, without 
any compulsion Nor the prince himself is not 
known from the other by his apparel, nor by a 
crown or diadem or cap of maintenance,* but by 
a little sheaf of corn carried before him And so 
a taper of wax is borne before the bishop, whereby 
only he is known 

1 Promote their husbands’ good opinion of them 

s “ Spur " would better express the Latin calcar 

* Lat («) exhihent, show themselves 

* Cap of digmty, of crimson velvet, bound with ermine. It is 
an addition of the translator’s 
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LIMITED NUMBER OF LAWS 

They ha\e but few laws for to people so 
instruct and mnitute xeiy- few do suffice. Yea. 
this thing they chiefly repro%e amo ig other 
nations, tnat innun'.erao'e boo’-^s of laws and 
e.Kpositions up-on the same be not sufficient. But 
they think it against all right and justice that 
man shoulc be bouna to those laws which either 
be in number more than be ab’e to be read or 
else blinder and darker than any man can w'ell 
understand them FurtheTnore, the\- utterly ex- 
clude and banish al^ proctors and serJeants at the 
law, which craftily handle matters and subtii. 
dispute of the laws For the} think it most meet 
that e\*er}' man should p’ead hts own matter, and 
tell the same tale before the judge, that he would 
tell to his man of law. So shall there be less 
circumstance of woras and the truth shall sooner 
come to light whiles the Judge with a discrete 
judgement doth weigh the wo’ffis of him whom no 
laww-er hath instruct with deceit* and whiles he 
heipeth and beareth out simple wits against 
the false and malicious circumverdons of craft}* 
children. This is hard to be obsened in other 
countries in so infinite a number of blind and 
intricate laws But in Utopia e\-er}- man is a 
cunning law}*er. For (as I said) they ha\e \*er}* 
few laws , and the plainer and grosser that any 
interpretation is that they allow as most just 
For all laws (say they) be made and published only 
to the intent, Aat by them ever}* man should be 
pat in remembrance of his dut}* But the crafh* 
and subtle interpretation of them can put ver}* 
few in that remembrance (for they be but few 
that do perceive them) ; whereas the simple, the 
plain, and gross meaning of the laws is open to 



LEND MAGISTRATES TO OTHERS 


every man Else as touching the vulgar sort of 
the people, which be both most m number, and 
have most need to know their duties, were it not 
as good for them that no law were made at all, as, 
when it IS made, to bring so blind an interpretation 
upon It, that without great wit and long arguing 
no man can discuss it ? to the finding out whereof 
neither the gross judgement of the people can 
attain, neither the whole life of them that be 
occupied in working for their livings can suffice 
thereto 

These virtues of the Utopians have caused their 
next neighbours and borderers, which live free 
and under no subjection (for the Utopians long 
ago have delivered many of them from tyranny), 
to take magistrates of them, some for a year and 
some for five years space Which, when the time 
of their office is expired, they bring home again 
with honour and praise , and take new ones again 
with them into their country These nations have 
undoubtedly very well and wholesomely provided 
for their commonwealths For seeing that both 
the making and the marring of the weal publique 
doth depend and hang of the manners of the rulers 
and magistrates, what officers could they more 
wisely have chosen than those which cannot be 
led from honesty by bribes (for to them that shortlj'’ 
after shall depart thence into their own country 
money should be unprofitable) , nor yet be moved 
either with favour or malice towards any man, as 
being strangers and unacquainted with the people? 
The which two vices of affection^ and avance 
where they take place m judgements, incontinent 
they break justice, the strongest and surest bond 

^ Feeling for or ngainst anj wan, bias 
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LEAGUES AND TREATIES 

of a commonwealth These peoples which fetch 
their officers and rulers from them the Utopians 
call their fellows , and other, to whom they have 
been beneficial, they call their friends 

As touching leagues, which in other places 
between country and country be so oft concluded, 
broken, and made again, they never make none 
with any nation For to what purpose serve 
leagues ? say they , as though nature had not 
set sufficient love between man and man And 
whoso regardeth not nature, think you that he 
will pass for words? They be brought into this 
opinion chiefly because that in those parts of the 
world leagues between princes be wont to be kept 
and observed very slenderly For here in Europe, 
and especially in these parts, where the faith and 
religion of Christ reigneth, the majesty of league 
is everywhere esteemed holy and in\ lolable, partly 
through the justice and goodness of pnnees, and 
partly through the reverence of great bishops, 
which, like as they make no promise themselves, 
but they do very religiously perform the same, so 
they exhort all princes m anywise to abide by their 
promises , and them that refuse or deny so to do, 
by their pontifical power and authority they compel 
thereto And surely they think well that it might 
seem a very reproachful thing, if in the leagues of 
them, which by a peculiar name be called faithful, 
faith should have no place 

But m that new found part of the world, which 
IS scarcely so far from us beyond the line equi- 
noctial as our life and manners be dissident from 
theirs, no trust nor confidence is in leagues But 
the more and holier ceremonies the league is knit 
up with, the sooner it is broken, by some cavilla- 
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tion found in the words, which many times of 
purpose be so craftily put in and placed, that the 
bands can ne\ er be so sure nor so strong, but they 
will find some hole open to creep out at, and to 
break both league and trutli. The which crafty 
dealing, yea, the which fraud and deceit, if they 
should know it to be practised among private men 
in their bargains and contracts, they would in- 
continent cry out at it with a sour countenance, 
as an offence most detestable, and worthy to be 
punished with a shameful death , yea, even very 
they that advance themselves^ authors of like 
counsel given to princes. Wherefore it may well 
be thought, either that all 3ustice is but a base 
and a low virtue, and which avaleth itself far 
under the high dignity of kings , or, at the least 
wise, that there be two justices , the one meet for 
the inferior sort of the people, going afoot and 
creeping below on the ground, and bound down 
on every side with many bands, because it shall 
1 Those \erj same persons who boast themselves, 



LEAGUES CREATE ENMITY 

not run at rovers^ the other a princely virtue, 
which like as it is of much higher majesty than 
the other poor justice, so also it is of much more 
liberty, as to the which nothing is unlaw ful that 
It lusteth after 

These manners of princes (as I said) w Inch be 
there so e\il keepers of leagues, cause the Utopians, 
as I suppose, to make no leagues at all which 
perchance w ould change their mind if they lived 
here. How'beit they think that though leagues be 
never so faithfully observ'cd and kept, yet the 
custom of making leagues was \ery evil begun 
For this causeth men (as though nations w'hich 
be separate asunder by the space of a little hill 
or a river, were coupled together by no society 
or bond of nature) to think themselves bom 
adversaries and enemies one to another , and that 
it is law'ful for the one to seek the death and 
destruction of the other, if leagues were not , }.ea, 
and that, after the leagues be accorded, friendship 
doth not grow and increase , but the licence of 
robbing and stealing doth still remain, as far forth - 
as, for lack of foresight and advisement in wanting 
the w'ords of the league, any sentence or clause 
to the contrary is not therein sufficiently compre- 
hended But they be of a contrary opinion that 
IS, that no man ought to be counted an enemy 
wffiich hath done no injury, and that the fellow^- 
ship of nature is a strong league , and tliat men 
be better and more surely knit together by love 
and benevolence, than by covenants of leagues , 
by hearty affection of mind, than by words 

^ Wander at random Lat septa transihre, to o^ erleap the 
bamers 
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Of Warfare 


War or battle as a thing very beastly, and yet 
to no kind of beasts in so much use as it is to 
man, they do detest and abhor , and contrarj’^ to 
the custom almost of all other nations, they count 
nothing so much against glory as glory gotten in 
war And therefore, though the}'- do daily practise 
and exercise themselves in the discipline of war, 
and that not only the men, but also the women, 
upon certain appointed da}'^s, lest they should be 
to seek in the feat of arms if need should require , 
yet they never to ^ go to battle, but either in the 
defence of their own country, or to drive out of 
their friends’ land the enemies that be comen in, 
or by their power to deliver from the yoke and 
bondage of tyranny some people that be oppressed 
with tyrann)'-, which thing they do of mere pity 
and compassion Howbeit they send help to 
their friends not ever in their defence,- but some- 

1 «« "pQ » omitted m ed 2 
* Lat wherebj they maj defend themseh cs. 
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DEFEAT OF THE ALAOPOLITANS 


times also to require and revenge injuries before 
to them done But this they do not unless their 
counsel and advice in the matter be asked, whiles 
it IS yet new and fresh For if they find the cause 
probable, and if the contrary part will not restore 
again such things as be of them justly demanded, 
then they be the chief authors and makers of the 
w'ar Which they do not only as oft as by inroads 
and invasions of soldiers prey and booty be driven 
aw'ay, but then also much more mortally, w'hen 
their friends’ merchants in any land, either under 
the pretence of unjust laws, or else by the wresting 
and wrong understanding of good law's, do sustain 
an unjust accusation under the colour of justice 
Neither the battle which the Utopians fought for 
the Nephelogetes^ against tlie Alaopolitans,* a little 
before our time, w'as made for any other cause, 
but that the Nephelogete merchant men, as the 
Utopians thought, suffered w'rong of the Alao- 
pohtans, under the pretence of right But whether 
it were right or w'rong, it w as with so cruel and 
mortal w'ar revenged, the countries round about 
joining their help and pow'er to the puissance and 
malice of both parties, that most flourishing and 
wealthy peoples, being some of them shrew'dly 
shaken, and some of them sharply beaten, the 
mischiefs were not finished nor ended, until the 
Alaopolitans at the last were yielded up as bond- 
men into the jurisdiction of the Nephelogetes 
For the Utopians fought not this war for them- 
selves And j’-et the Nephelogetes before the w'ar, 
when the Alaopolitans flourished in wealth, were 
nothing to be compared with them 

^ “ Children of the mist” (G C Richards) 

s “ Dwellers in the citj of the bhnd ” 
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THEIR CRAFT IN WAR 


So eagerly the Utopians prosecute the injunes 
done to their friends, yea, in money matters and 
not their own likewise For if they by covine or 
guile be wiped beside^ their goods, so that no 
violence be done to their bodies, they wreak their 
anger by abstaining from occupying with that 
nation, until they have made satisfaction Not 
for because they set less store by their own citizens, 
than by their friends , but they take the loss of 
their friends’ money more heavily than the loss 
of their own because that their friends’ merchant 
men, forasmuch as that they lose is their own 
private goods, sustain great damage by the loss , 
but their own citizens lose nothing but of the 
common goods, and of that which was at home 
plentiful and almost superfluous, else had it not 
been sent forth Therefore no man feeleth the 
loss And for this cause they think it too cruel 
an act to revenge that loss with the death of many, 
the incommodity of the which loss no man feeleth 
neither in his life, neither in his living But if it 
chance that any of their men in any other country 
be maimed or killed, whether it be done by a 
common or a private counsel , knowing and trying 
out the truth of the matter by their ambassadors, 
unless the offenders be rendered unto them m 
recompense of the injury, they wnll not be 
appeased, but incontinent they proclaim war 
against them The offenders yielded, they punish 
either with death or with bondage 

They be not only sorry, but also ashamed to 
achieve the victory with much bloodshed , 
counting it great folly to buy precious wares too 
dear They rejoice and avaunt themselves, if 

1 Lat. arcumscrt/ift, cheated of 

^55 



THEIR OBJECT IN WAR 

they vanquish and oppress their enemies by craft 
and deceit And foi that act the) make a general 
triumph , and as if the matter were manfull) 
handled, they set up a pillar of stone ^ in the place 
where they so vanquished their enemies, in token 
of the victory For then tlicy glory, then they 
boast and crack that they have played the men 
indeed, when they have so ovcrcomcn, as no other 
living creature but only man could , that is to say, 
by the might and puissance of wut For with 
bodily strength (say they) bears, lions, boars, 
wolves, dogs, and other wild beasts do fight And 
as the most part of them do pass us in strength 
and fierce courage, so in wit and reason we be 
much stronger than they all 

Their chief and principal purpose in w-ar is to 
obtain that thing, which if they had before 
obtained they would not have moved battle But 
if that be not possible, they take so cruel 
vengeance of them which be in the fault, that ever 
after they be afeared to do the like This is their 
chief and principal intent, w'hich they immediately 
and first of all prosecute and set forward , but yet 
so, that they be more circumspect in avoiding 
and eschewing jeopardies, than they be desirous 
of praise and renown Therefore immediatel)'^ 
after that war is once solemnly denounced, they 
procure many proclamations, signed with their 
own common seal, to be set up privily at one time 
in their enemy’s land, m places most frequented 
In these proclamations they promise great rewards 
to him that will kill their enemy’s prince , and 
somewhat less gifts, but them very great also, for 
every head of them whose names be in the said 
1 Lat irophetm The rest of the sentence is not in the Latin 

156 



REWARDS TO DESERTERS 


proclamations contained They be those whom 
they count their chief adversaries, next unto the 
prince Whatsoever is prescribed unto him that 
killeth any of the proclaimed persons, that is 
doubled to him that brmgeth any of the same to 
them alive yea, and to the proclaimed persons 
themselves, if they will change their minds and 
come in to them, taking their parts, they proffer 
the same great rewards with pardon and surety of 
their lives 

Therefore it quickly cometh to pass that they 
have all other men in suspicion, and be unfaithful 
and mistrusting among themselves one to another, 
living in great fear and in no less jeopardy For 
it IS well known that divers times the most part of 
them, and specially the prince himself, hath been 
betrayed of them in whom they put their most 
hope and trust So that there is no manner of act 
nor deed, that gifts and rewards do not enforce 
men unto ^ And in rewards they keep no 
measure , but remembering and considering into 
how great hazard and jeopardy they call them, 
endeavour themselves to recompense the greatness 
of the danger with like great benefits And 
therefore they promise not only wonderful great 
abundance of gold, but also lands of great 
revenues, lying in most safe places among their 
friends And their promises they perform faith- 
full)'’, without any fraud or covine. 

This custom of buying and selling adversanes 
among other people is disallowed, as a cruel act of 
a base and a cowardly mind But they in this 
behalf think themselves much praiseworthy, as 

*■ Lat so easily — not, so that — do gifts dnve men to anj kind 
of deed 

157 



THEIR MERCENARIES 

who, like wise men, by this means dispatch great 
wars without any battle or skirmish Yea, they 
count it also a deed of pity and mercy, because 
that by the death of a few offenders the lives of a 
great number of innocents, as well as of their own 
men as also of their enemies, be ransomed and 
saved, which m fighting should have been slam 
For they do no less pity the base and common 
sort of their enemy’s people, than they do their 
own , knowing that they be driven to war against 
their wills by the furious madness of their princes 
and heads 

If by none of these means the matter goes for- 
ward as they would have it, then they procure 
occasions of debate and dissension to be spread 
among their enemies , as by bringing the prince’s 
brother, or some of the noblemen, in hope to 
obtain the kingdom If this way prevail not,’- then 
they raise up the people that be next neighbours 
and borderers to their enemies, and them they set 
in their necks ^ under the colour of some old title of 
right, such as kings do never lack To them they 
promise their help and aid in their war And as 
for money they give them abundance , but of their 
own citizens they send to them few or none 
Whom they make so much of, and love so entirely, 
that they would not be willing to change any of 
them for their adversary’s prince But their gold 
and silver, because they keep it all for this only 
purpose they lay it out frankly and freely , as who 
should live even as wealthily, if they had bestowed 
it every penny Yea, and besides their riches, 

1 Lat SI jaettonts tniemae lauguennt ht if internal factions 
are ineffective 

a Set them against them {commiilere, to pit one person against 
another) 
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THEIR GREED OF MONEY 


which they keep at home, they have also an infinite 
treasure abroad, by reason that (as I said before) 
many nations be in their debt Therefore they 
hire soldiers out of all countries, and send them to 
battle , but chiefly of the Zapoletes ^ This people 
IS five hundred miles from Utopia eastward. They 
be hideous, savage, and fierce, dwelling in wild 
woods and high mountains, where they were bred 
and brought up They be of an hardy nature, 
able to abide and sustain heat, cold, and labour , 
abhorring from all delicate dainties, occupying no 
husbandry nor tillage of the ground, homely and 
rude both in the building of their houses and in 
their apparel , given unto no goodness, but only to 
the breed and bringing up of cattle The most 
part of their living is by hunting and stealing 
They be bom only to war, which they diligently 
and earnestly seek for And when they have 
gotten it, they be wonders glad thereof They go 
forth of their country in great companies together, 
and whosoever lacketh soldiers, there they proffer 
their services for small wages This is only the 
craft that they have to get their living by. They 
maintain their life by seeking their death For 
them, whomwith they be in wages, they fight 
hardily, fiercely, and faithfully But they bind 
themselves for no certain time But, upon this 
condition they enter into bonds, that the next day 
they will take part with the other side for greater 
wages , and the next day after that they will be 
ready to come back again for a little more money 
There be few wars thereaway, wherein is not a 
great number of them in both parties Therefore 

1 Mercenincs (Gk readj to sell themsches) 

^ » If the onl)’ craft 
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THEIR REWARDS 

it daily chanccth that nigh kinsfolk, which were 
hired together on one part, and there very friendly 
and familiarly used themselves one with another, 
shortly after, being separate into contrary parties, 
run one against another cnviousl> and fiercely, 
and forgetting both kindred and friendship, thrust 
their swords one in another and that for none 
other cause, but that they be hired of contrary 
princes for a little money Which they do so 
highly regard and esteem, that they will easily be 
provoked to change parlies for a halfpenny more 
wages by the da}'. So quickly they have taken a 
smack in ^ covetousness , which for all that is to 
them no profit For that they get by fighting, 
immediately they spend unthnftily and wretchedly 
in riot 

This people fight for the Utopians against all 
nations, because they give them greater wages 
than any other nation will For the Utopians, 
like as they seek good men to use well, so they 
seek these evil and vicious men to abuse Whom, 
when need requireth, with promises of great 
rewards they put forth into great jeopardies , from 
whence the most part of them never cometh again 
to ask their rewards But to them that remain 
on life they pay that which they promised faith- 
fully, that they may be the more willing to put 
themselves m like dangers another time Nor 
the Utopians pass not how many of them they 
bring to destruction For they believe that they 
should do a very good deed for all mankind if 
they could rid out of the world all that foul 
stinking den of that most wicked and cursed 
people 

^ Acquired a taste for 
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BRAVERY OF THE SOLDIERS 

of war be not prohibited or stopped Yea, they 
provoke and exhort them to it with praises And 
in set field the w'nes do stand e\er>^ one by her 
own husband’s side Also ever}' man is com- 
passed next about with his own children, kinsfolk, 
and alliance , that they, w'hom nature chiefly 
moveth to mutual succour, thus standing together, 
may help one another It is a great reproach and 
dishonesty for the husband to come home without 
his wife, or the w’lfe without her husband, or the 
son without his father And therefore, if the other 
part stick so hard by it that the battle come to 
their hands,^ it is fought w-ith great slaughter and 
bloodshed, even to the utter destruction of both 
parts For as they make all the means and shifts 
that may be, to keep themselves from the necessity 
of fighting, so that they may dispatch the battle 
by their hired soldiers, so, when there is no remedy 
but that they must needs fight themselves, then 
they do as courageously fall to it, as before, w'hiles 
they might, they did wnsely avoid it Nor they 
be not most fierce at the first brunt But m con- 
tinuance by little and little their fierce courage 
increaseth, wnth so stubborn and obstinate minds, 
that they wall rather die than give back an inch 
For that surety of living wLich every man hath at 
home, being joined wath no careful anxiety or 
remembrance how their posterity shall live after 
them (for this pensiveness oftentimes breaketh 
and abateth courageous stomachs) maketh them 
stout and hardy, and disdainful to be conquered 
Moreover, their knowledge in chivalry and feats 

1 If the Utopians are forced to take part in the battle themselves, 
owmg to the obstinate resistance oSered by the enemy to the 
mercenanes, etc. 
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AMBUSCADES AND ENTRENCHMENTS 

thcmsehes more than once* the r\hole po\\er and 
strength of their host being ^ anquished and put to 
flight, while their enemies, rejoicing m the victor>% 
ha\e persecuted them flying, some one way and 
some another , few* of their men lying in an 
ambush, there ready at all occasions, have suddenly 
risen upon them thus dispersed and scattered out 
of array, and through presumption of safety un- 
advisedly pursuing the chase, and ha\e incontinent 
changed the fortune of the whole battle, and 
spite of tlieir teeth, ^ wresting out of their hands 
the sure and undoubted victor}% being a little 
before conquered, ha\e for their part conquered 
the conquerors 

It is hard to say whether they be craftier m 
laying an ambush, or wittier in a\oiding the same 
You would think they intend to flj*, when they 
mean nothing less And contrarj*^ w ise, when they 
go about that purpose, you w ould belie\ e it w ere 
the least part of their thought For if they perceive 
themselves either overmatched in number, or closed 
in too narrow' a place, then they remove their camp 
either in the night season wnth silence, or by some 
policy they decen e their enemies , or in the daj-- 
time the}' retire back so softly," that it is no less 
jeopardy to meddle with them when they gi\e back 
than w hen they press on They fence and fortify 
their camp surel} wnth a deep and a broad trench 
The earth thereof is cast inward Nor they do 
not set drudges and slaves a-work about it. It is 
done by the hands of the soldiers themselves All 
the whole army w'orketh upon it, except them that 

^ Kotwithstanding their obstinate resistance. 

2 Quietly (Lat. seustm, gradually) and in good order (Lat lalt 
servato ordine omitted m R ’s translation) 
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INDEMNITIES EXACTED 


they win by foicc of assault they neither despoil 
nor sack , but them that withstood and dissuaded 
the yielding up of the same they put to death , the 
other soldiers they punish with bondage All the 
weak multitude they leave untouched If they 
know that any citircns counselled to yield and 
render up the city, to them they give part of the 
condemned men’s goods The residue they dis- 
tribute and give freely among them, whose help 
they had in the same war For none of themselves 
taketh any portion of the prey 

But when the battle is finished and ended, they 
put their friends to never a penny cost of all the 
charges that they were at, but lay it upon their 
necks that be conquered Them they burden 
with the w hole charge of their expenses , which 
they demand of them partly in money, to be kept 
for like use of battle, and partly in lands of great 
revenues, to be paid unto them yearly for ever 
Such revenues they have now in many countries , 
which by little and little rising, of divers and 
sundry causes, be increased above seven hundred 
thousand ducats by the year Thither they send 
forth some of their citizens as lieutenants, to live 
there sumptuously like men of honour and renown. 
And yet, this notwithstanding, much money is 
saved, which cometh to the common treasury , 
unless it so chance, that they had rather trust the 
country with the money Which many times 
they do so long until they have need to occupy it 
And it seldom happeneth that they demand all 
Of these lands they assign part unto them, which 
at their request and exhortation put themselves in 
such jeopardies as I spake of before If any 
prince stir up war against them, intending to 



THEIR BELIEF IN ONE GOD 


imade their land, they meet him incontinent out 
of their own borders \\ ith great po\i er and strength. 
For the}’' never lightly make war in their own 
countries Nor they be never brought into so 
extreme necessity, as to take help out of foreign 
lands into their own island 

Of the Religions in Utopia 

There be divers kinds of religion, not only in 
sundry parts of the island, but also m divers 
places of ever}^ cit}^ Some w'orship for God the 
sun , some the moon , some some other of the 
planets There be that give worship to a man 
that was once of excellent virtue or of famous 
glor}’-, not onl}’- as God, but also as the chiefest 
and highest God But the most and wdsest part 
(rejecting all these) believe that there is a certain 
godly pow er unknown, everlasb'ng, incompre- 
hensible, inexplicable, far above the capacity and 
reach of man’s wit, dispersed throughout all the 
world, not in bigness, but in Urtue and power. 
Him they call the Father of all To Him alone 
the}'^ attribute the beginnings, the increasings, the 
proceedings, the changes, and the ends of all 
things Neither they give dmne honours to any 
other than to Him 

Yea, all the other also, though they be in divers 
opinions, yet in this point they agree all together 
wuth the wnsest sort, in belienng that there is one 
chief and principal God, the maker and ruler of 
the whole world. Whom tliey all commonly in 
their country language call Mithra ^ But in this 
they disagree, that among some He is counted 

' Or Mithras, the Pcrs'an san god 



SOME BECOME CHRISTIANS 

one, and among some another For e\eryone of 
them, whatsoever that is which he taketh for the 
chief God, thmkcth it to be the very same nature, 
to Whose only divine might and majesty the sum 
and sovereignty of all things, by the consent of all 
people, is attributed and given Hovvbcit, they 
all begin by little and little to forsake and fall 
from this variety of superstitions, and to agree 
together in that religion which seemeth by reason 
to pass and excel the residue And it is not to 
be doubted but all the other would long ago have 
been abolished , but that wdiatsoever unprosperous 
thing happened to anj^ of them as he vv’as minded 
to change his religion, the tearfulness of people 
did take it not as a thing coming by chance, 
but as sent from God out of heaven , as 
though the God, whose honour he was forsak- 
ing, would revenge that wicked purpose against 
him 

But after they heard us speak of the name of 
Christ, of His doctrine, laws, miracles, and of the 
no less wonderful constancy of so many martj'^rs, 
vv^hose blood willingly shed brought a great 
number of nations throughout all parts of the 
world into their sect, you will not believe with 
how glad minds they agreed unto the same , 
whether it were by the secret inspiration of God, 
or else for that they thought it next unto that 
opinion which among them is counted the chiefest 
Hovvbeit, I think this was no small help and 
furtherance in the matter, that they heard us 
say that Christ instituted among his all things 
common , and that the same community dotli yet 
remain amongst the nghtest Christian companies 
Verily, howsoever, it came to pass, many of them 
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consented together in our religion, and were 
washed m the holy water of baptism 

But because among us four (for no more of us 
was left alive, two of our company being dead) 
there was no priest, which 1 am right sorry for, 
they, being entered and instructed in all other 
points of our religion, lack onlj those sacraments, 
which here none but priests do minister How belt, 
they understand and perceive them, and be \ery' 
desirous of the same Yea, they reason and 
dispute the matter earnestly among themsehes, 
whether, without the sending of a Christian bishop, 
one chosen out of their owm people may receive 
the order of priesthood And truly they w'ere 
minded to choose one but at my departure from 
them they had chosen none. They also, which do 
not agree to Christ’s religion, fear no man from 
It, nor speak against any man that hath recened 
it, saving that one of our company in my presence 
was sharply punished He, as soon as he was 
baptized, began against our wullb, lyith more 
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ALL RELIGION'S A.LLOVrED 


earnest anectlon tna'^ -s-isccarj, to -eascn cf Christ's 


religion : and began to vr^x so bet ’n h's manrer, 
that he cIg not onN* pre‘'er o Jr re'^’gion befo'e al! 
other, bat aiso did ntteriy desp'se a-c co'^der'*' 
all other, calh-g thenj o'o'ane, a-^c the foho^^ers 
of them -rr^CNed a"d ce nl'shd and the ch' c-en of 
everlasSn^^ damnation. Wnen ne had thas 
reasoned the matter, the}* la'd ro.d on him, accused 
him, and co-.demred him Into exile * rot as a 
cespiser of religion b'Jt as a seditions pemcn, and 
a raiser-no o^’ dissension among the oecoie. For 
this is one of the ancientest lavrs among them : 


that no man shall be beamed- for reasoning in 
the maintenance of his omn reiigion. 

For -mr.g Utopns, e*.*en at the nrst beginning. 


hea~ng that the 
before his coming 
and strife among 


inhabitants of the land vrene 
thither at contin’i.al dissension 
themselves for their religions; 


perceimng 


also 


tnat tn3 


co: 


ion 


vrahes ererv several sect took severai parts in 


nghling for their conntm*. vras the onlv cccns'on 
of his conenest o'ver them ali ; as soon as he had 
gotten the victory, Srst of all he mace a decree 
that it shordc be Zavrfei for ever}- man to favour 
and follovr vrhat ne-igion he vronid and that he 
might do the best he could to bring other to his 
opinion : so that he did it peaceablj* gently, 
cnietiy, and soberiy vrithoct hast}* and contentfons 
rebuking and inveighing against other. If he 
could not 03* fair and gentle speech inccce them 
unto his opinion, yet he shouic cse no kind of 
violence, and refrain from disp.easant and senltious 
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LIBERTY OF CHOICE 


words. To him that would vehemently and 
fervently m this cause strive and contend, was 
decreed banishment or bondage 

This law did King Utopus make, not only for 
the maintenance of peace, which he saw through 
continual contention and mortal hatred utterly 
extinguished, but also because he thought this 
decree should make for the furtherance of religion 
Whereof he durst define and determine nothing 
unadvisedly, as doubting whether God, desiring 
manifold and diverse sorts of honour, would inspire 
sundry men with sundry kinds of religion And 
this surely he thought a very unmeet and foolish 
thing, and a point of arrogant presumption, to 
compel all other by violence and threatemngs to 
agree to the same that thou behevest to be true 
Furthermore though there be one religion which 
alone is true, and all other vain and superstitious, 
yet did he well foresee (so that the matter were 
handled with reason and sober modesty), that the 
truth of the own power ^ would, at the last, issue 
out and come to light But if contention and 
debate in that behalf should continually be used, 
as the worst men be most obstinate and stubborn, 
and in their evil opinion most constant , he 
perceived that the best and holiest religion would 
be trodden under foot and destroyed by most 
vain superstitions , even as good corn is by thorns 
and weeds overgrown and choked Therefore all 
this matter he left undiscussed, and gave to every 
man free liberty and choice to believe what he 
would , saving that he earnestly and straitly 
charged them, that no man should conceive so 
vile and base an opinion of the dignity of man’s 

1 That truth, by its innate force (Lupton) 
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THE SOUL IMMORTAL 

nature, as to think that the souls do die and perish 
with the body or that the world runnetli at all 
adventures governed by no divine providence. 
And therefore they believe that after this life 
vices be extremel}^ punished, and virtues bounti- 
fully rewarded Him that is of a contrary opinion 
they count not in the number of men, as one that 
hath avaled the high nature of his soul to the 
vileness of brute beasts’ bodies, much less in the 
number of their citizens, whose laws and ordinances, 
if it were not for fear, he would nothing at all 
esteem For you ma)^ be sure that he will study 
either with craft privily to mock, or else violently 
to break, the common laws of his country, in whom 
remaineth no further fear than of the laws, nor 
further hope than of the body Wherefore he that 
IS thus minded is deprived of all honours, excluded 
from all offices, and reject from all common 
administrations in the weal publique And thus 
he IS of all sort despised as of an unprofitable and 
of a base and vile nature Howbeit they put him 
to no punishment, because they be persuaded that 
it is in no man’s power to believe what he list 
No, nor they constrain him not with threatenings 
to dissemble his mind, and shew countenance 
contrary to his thought For deceit, and falsehood, 
and all manners of lies, as next unto fraud, they 
do marvellously detest and abhor But they suffer 
him not to dispute in his opinion, and that only 
among the common people For else apart, 
among the priests and men of gravity, they do 
not only suffer but also exhort him to dispute and 
argue , hoping that at the last that madness will 
give place to reason. 

There be also other, and of them no small 
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THEIR IDEAS OF DEATH 


number, which be not forbidden to speak their 
minds, as grounding their opinion upon some 
reason , being in their living neither evil nor 
VICIOUS Their heresy is much contrary to the 
other For they believe that the souls of brute 
beasts be immortal and everlasting, but nothing 
to be compared with ours in dignit)'^, neither 
ordained and predestinate to like felicity For 
all they believe certainly and surely, that man’s 
bliss shall be so great, that they do mourn and 
lament every man’s sickness, but no man’s death , 
unless it be one whom they see depart from his 
life carefully, and against his will For this they 
take for a verj^ evil token, as though the soul, 
being in despair and vexed in conscience, through 
some privy and secret fore-feeling of the punish- 
ment now at hand were afeared to depart And 
they think he shall not be welcome to God, which, 
when he is called, runneth not to Him gladly, but 
IS drawn by force and sore against his will They 
therefore that see this kind of death do abhor it, 
and them that so die they bury with sorrow and 
silence And when they have prayed God to 
be merciful to the soul, and mercifully to pardon 
the infirmities thereof, they cover the dead with 
earth 

Contrariwise, all that depart mernly and full 
of good hope, for them no man mourneth, but 
followeth the hearse with joyful singing, commend- 
ing the souls to God with great affection And at 
the last not with mourning sorrow, but with a 
great reverence, they bum the bodies , and m the 
same place they set up a pillar of stone, with the 
dead man’s titles therein graved When they be 
come home they rehearse his virtuous manners 
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CONTEMPT FOR SOOTHSAYING 

and his good deeds But no part of his life is so 
oft or gladly talked of as his merry death They 
think that this remembrance of their virtue and 
goodness doth vehemently provoke and enforce 
the quick to virtue, and that nothing can be more 
pleasant and acceptable to the dead , whom they 
suppose to be present among them when they talk 
of them, though to the dull and feeble eyesight of 
mortal men they be invisible For it were an in- 
convenient thing, that the blessed should not be 
at liberty to go whither they would And it were 
a point of great unkindness in them, to have utterly 
cast away the desire of visiting and seeing their 
friends, to whom they were in their lifetime joined 
by mutual love and charity , which in good men 
after their death they count to be rather increased 
than diminished They believe therefore that the 
dead be presently conversant among the quick, 
as beholders and witnesses of all their words and 
deeds Therefore they go more courageously to 
their business, as having a trust and affiance m 
such overseers And this same belief of the present 
conversation of their forefathers and ancestors 
among them feareth them from all secret dis- 
honesty 

They utterly despise and mock soothsayings 
and divinations of things to come by the flight or 
voices of birds, and all other divinations of vain 
superstition, which in other countries be in great 
observation. But they highly esteem and worship 
miracles, that come by no help of nature, as works 
and witnesses of the present power of God And 
such they say do chance there very often And 
sometimes in great and doubtful matters, by com- 
mon intercessi^^^iilsr, and ol they procure and 
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ARRIVAL AT BENSALEM 

how that part of the South Sea was utterly 
unknown, and might have islands or continents, 
that hitherto were not come to light Wherefore 
we bent our course thither, where we saw the 
appearance of land, all that night and in the 
dawning of next day, we might plainly discern 
that it was a land, flat to our sight and full of 
boscage, wdiich made it show' the more dark And 
after an hour and a halPs sailing, w'e entered into 
a good haven, being the port of a fair city, not 
great indeed, but w'ell built, and that gave a 
pleasant view from the sea And w'e, thinking 
every minute long till we w'ere on land, came 
close to the shore and offered to land But 
straightw'ays we saw divers of the people, with 
bastons in their hands, as it w’ere forbidding us to 
land yet without any cries or fierceness, but only 
as warning us off, by signs that they made 
Whereupon being not a little discomforted, we 
were advising with ourselves w'hat W'e should do 
During which time there made forth to us a small 
boat, with about eight persons in it, w'hereof one 
of them had in his hand a tipstaff of a yellow 
cane, tipped at both ends with blue, who came 
aboard our ship, without any show of distrust at 
all And when he saw one of our number present 
himself somewhat afore the rest, he drew forth a 
little scroll of parchment (somew'hat yellower than 
our parchment, and shining like the leaves of 
writing tables, but othenvise soft and flexible), 
and delivered it to our foremost man In which 
scroll were written in ancient Hebrew, and in 
ancient Greek, and m good Latin of the school, 
and in Spanish these words “ Land ye not, none 
of you, and provide to be gone from this coast 
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AN OATH EXACTED 

seemed) of place He had on him a goun 'uth 
wide sleeves, of a kind of water chamolct, of an 
excellent azure colour, far more glossy than ours , 
his under apparel w’as green, and so w as his hat, 
being m the form of a turban, daintily made, and 
not so huge as the Turkish turbans , and the locks 
of his hair came down below the brims of it A 
reverend man was he to behold He came in a 
boat, gilt in some part of it, with four persons 
more only in that boat, and was followed bv 
another boat, wherein were some twent} When 
he was come within a flight-shot of our ship, 
signs were made to us that we should send forth 
some to meet him upon the water, which we 
present!} did in our ship-boat, sending the principal 
man amongst us save one, and four of our number 
with him \Yhen we were come within six vards 
of their boat, they called to us to stav , and not to 
approach farther, which we did And thereupon 
the man, whom I before described, stood up, and 
with a loud voice, m Spanish, asked, "Are ye 
Chnstians?” We answered, "We w’ere," feanng 
the less, because of the cross w e had seen in the 
subscnption At which answer the said person 
lift up his right hand towards heav^en, and drew it 
softly to his mouth (which is tlie gesture they use, 
w'hen they thank God), and then said “If } e wall 
swear, all of }’-ou, b}' the merits of the Savaour, 
that ye are no pirates , nor have shed blood, law'- 
fully nor unlaw'fully, w ithin fort}* days past , }*ou 
may hav e licence to come on land ” We said, 
“ We were all ready to take that oath ” Y^here- 
upon one of those that were wath him, being (as 
It seemed) a notai}*, made an entr}’- of this act 
Which done, another of the attendants of the 
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AN OATH EXACTED 


great person, which was with him in the same 
boat, after his lord had spoken a little to him, said 
aloud “My lord would have you know, that it 
IS not of pride, or greatness, that he cometh not 
aboard your ship but for that, in your answer, 
you declare that you have many sick amongst 
you, he was warned by the conservator of health 
of the city that he should keep a distance ” We 
bowed ourselves towards him, and answered “ We 
were his humble servants , and accounted for 
great honour and singular humanity towards us 
that which was already done but hoped well that 
the nature of the sickness of our men was not 
infectious ” So he returned , and a while after 
came the notary to us aboard our ship, holding 
in his hand a fruit of that country, like an orange, 
but of colour between orange-tawny and scarlet, 
which cast a most excellent odour He used it 
(as It seemeth) for a preservative against infection 
He gave us our oath, “By the name of Jesus, and 
His merits,” and after told us, that the next day, 
by six of the clock in the morning, we should be 
sent to, and brought to the Strangers’ House (so 
he called it), where we should be accommodated 
of things, both for our whole and for our sick 
So he left us, and when we offered him some 
pistolets, he smiling, said, “ He must not be twice 
paid for one labour ” meaning (as I take it) that 
he had salary sufficient of tlie State for his service 
For (as I after learned) they call an officer that 
taketh rewards twice paid. 

The next morning early, there came to us the 
same officer that came to us at first with his cane, 
and told us “He came to conduct us to the 
Strangers’ House and that he had prevented the 
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THE STRANGERS’ HOUSE 


hour, because we might ha\c the whole day before 
us for our business For (said hcj if you uill 
follow my advice, there shall first go with me 
some few of you and see the place, and how it 
may be made convenient for you and then ) on 
may send for your sick, and the rest of your 
number, which ye will bring on land ” We 
thanked him, and said, “That his care which he 
took of desolate strangers God would reward ’’ 
And so SIX of us went on land witli him , and 
when we were on land, he went before us, and 
turned to us, and said, “ He was but our servant 
and our guide ’’ He led us through three fair 
streets , and all the way we u ent there were 
gathered some people on both sides, standing in 
a row , but in so civil a fashion, as if it had been, 
not to wonder at us, but to welcome us , and divers 
of them, as we passed by them, put their arms a 
little abroad, which is their gesture when tliey bid 
any welcome The Strangers’ House is a fair 
and spacious house, built of brick, of somewhat a 
bluer colour than our brick , and with handsome 
windows, some of glass, some of a kind of cambric 
oiled He brought us .first into a fair parlour 
above stairs, and then asked us, “ What number of 
persons we were? and how many sick?” We 
answered, “ We were m all (sick and whole) one 
and fifty persons, whereof our sick were seventeen " 
He desired us to have patience a little, and to stay 
till he came back to us, which was about an hour 
after , and then he led us to see the chambers 
which were provided for us, being m number 
nineteen , they having cast it (as it seemeth) that 
four of those chambers, which were better than the 
rest, might receive four of the principal men of our 
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BEDROOMS AND INFIRMARY 

company, and lodge them alone by themselves , 
and the other fifteen chambers were to lodge us 
two and tw^o together The chambers were 
handsome and cheerful chambers, and furnished 
civilly. Then he led us to a long galler}'-, like a 
dorture, where he show^ed us all along the one side 
(for the other side w'as but w^all and window) 
seventeen cells, verj'’ neat ones, having partitions 
of cedar w^ood Which gallery and cells, being 
in all fort} (many more than w^e needed), were 
instituted as an infirmary for sick persons And 
he told us w'lthal, that as any of our sick waxed 
well, he might be removed from his cell to a 
chamber for which purpose there w^ere set forth 
ten spare chambers, besides the number w’^e spake 
of before This done, he brought us back to the 
parlour, and lifting up his cane a little (as they do 
when they give any charge or command),^ said to 
us, “ Ye are to know that the custom of the land 
requireth, that after this day and to-morrow 
(which we give you for removing j'^our people from 
your ship), you are to keep wuthin doors for three 
days But let it not trouble you, nor do not think 
yourselves restrained, but rather left to your rest 
and ease You shall ivant nothing , and there are 
six of our people appointed to attend you for any 
business you may 'have abroad” We gave him 
thanks with all affection and respect, and said, 

“ God surely is manifested in this land ” We 
offered him also twenW pistolets , but he smiled, 
and only said “ What? Twuce paid I ” And so he 
left us Soon after our dinner was served in, 
which was right good viands, both for bread and 

1 According to the L V , any instroctions given them by their 
superiors 



DIXNHR AXD MnDICIXE 

mcat,^ better thin any col!c;;intc diet that I ha\c 
knoun in Lurojie. \\c had al<o drink of three 
"^orts, all ^Oioloomc and pood wine of the pmpe, 
a drink of praiu. such as is with us our ale, but 
more clear , and a kind of eider made of a fruit of 
that country , a wonderful pleasinp and refreshing 
dnnk Besides, there were brought in to us great 
store of those scarlet oranges for our Mck ; which 
thc} said were an assured rcmed\ for sickness 
taken at sea There was gi\cn us also a bo\ of 
small grey or whitish pills, wliich they wisjicd our 
sick should take, one of the pills excre night before 
sleep, which thc) said would hasten their re- 
cox ciw The next da\, after that our trouble of 

carnage and remoxingof our men and goods out 
of our ship XX as somexxhat settled and quiet, I 
thought good to call our companx together, and 
xxhen they were assembled, said unto them “M}' 
dear friends, let us knoxx oursclxes, and hoxx it 
standeth xx ith us We arc men cast on land, as 
Jonas xx’as out of the xx'hale’s belly, w’hen xxe 
were as buried in the deep, and now' xxe are on 
land, we are but between death and life, for 
we are be 3 'ond both the old xxorld and the nexv , 
and whether ex'er we shall see Europe, God 
°nly knoxxeth It is a kind of miracle hath 
roug t us hither, and it must be little less that 
s bring us hence. Therefore in regard of our 
e IX er^ce past, and our danger present and to 
come, et us look up to God, and ex'erj'^ man 
e orm xvaj's Besides, w e are come here 

^ Christian people, full of pietj^ and 

r bnng that confusion of 

upon ourselxes, as to show' our x'ices or un- 

has dnnk (^■‘us) 
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GOVERNOR OF THE HOUSE 

worthiness before them Yet there is more For 
they have by commandment (though in form of 
courtesy) cloistered us within these walls for three 
days , who knoweth whether it be not to take 
some taste of our manners and conditions ? And 
if they find them bad, to banish us straightways , 
if good, to give us further time For these men 
that they have given us for attendance may withal 
have an eye upon us Therefore, for God’s love, 
and as we love the weal of our souls and bodies, 
let us so behave ourselves, as we may be at peace 
with God, and may find grace in the eyes of this 
people ” Our company with one voice thanked 
me for my good admonition, and promised me to 
live soberly and civilly, and without giving any 
the least occasion of offence So we spent our 
three days joyfully, and without care, in expecta- 
tion what would be done with us when they were 
expired During which time we had everj'^ hour 
joy of the amendment of our sick, who thought 
themselves cast into some divine pool of healing, 
they mended so kindly and so fast 

The morrow after our three days were past 
there came to us a new man, that we had not seen 
before, clothed in blue as the former was, save that 
his turban was white with a small red cross on the 
top He had also a tippet of fine linen At his 
coming m, he did bend to us a little, and put his 
arms abroad We of our parts saluted him m a 
very lowly and submissive manner, as looking 
that from him we should receive sentence of life or 
death He desired to speak with some few of us , 
whereupon six of us only stayed, and the rest 
avoided the room He said* “I am by office 
governor of this House of Strangers, and by 
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GOVERNOR OF THE HOUSE 

vocation I am a Christian priest , and therefore 
am come to you to oflfer you my service, both as 
strangers, and chiefly as Christians Some things 
I may tell you, which I think jou will not be un- 
willing to hear The State hath given you licence 
to stay on land for the space of siv weeks , and let 
it not trouble you, if your occasions ask further 
time, for the law in this point is not precise , and 
I do not doubt but myself shall be able to obtain 
for you such further time as shall be convenient 
Ye shall also understand, that the Strangers' 
House is at this time rich, and much aforchand , 
for it hath laid up revenue these thirty-seven 
years for so long it is since any stranger arrived 
in this part , and therefore take ye no care , the 
State will defray you all the time you stay 
Neither shall you stay one day the less for that 
As for any merchandise ye have brought, yc shall 
be well used, and have your return, either in 
merchandise or in gold and silver for to us it is 
all one And^ if you have any other request to 
make, hide it not , for ye shall find we will not 
make your countenance to fall by the answer ye 
shall receive Only this I must tell you, that none 
of you must go above a karan (that is with them a 
mile and a half) from the walls of the city, without 
special leave” We answered, after we had looked 
a while upon one another, admiring this gracious 
and parent-like usage, that we could not tell what 
to say, for we wanted words to express our thanks, 
and his noble free offers left us nothing to ask It 
seemed to us, that we had before us a picture of 
our salvation in heaven , for we, that were a while 
since in the jaws of death, were now brought into 
a place where we found nothing but consolations 
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CONVERSION OF THE ISLAND 


able world, and arc ourscKc? unknoun Therefore 
because he that knoweth least is fittest to ask 
questions, it is more reason, for the entertainment 
of the time, that ye ask me questions, than I ask 
you " We answered, that we humbly thanked 
him that he would give us leave so to do , and 
that we conceived, by the taste we had already, 
that there was no worldly thing on earth more 
worthy to be known than the stale of that happy 
land But above all (we said), since that we were 
met from the several ends of the world, and hoped 
assuredly that \vc should meet one day in the 
kingdom of heaven (for that we were both parts 
Christians), w'e desired to know' (m respect that 
land was so remote, and so divided by vast and 
unknown seas from the land w'hcre our Saviour 
walked on earth) w'ho was the apostle of that 
nation, and how it was converted to the faith ? It 
appeared m his face that he took great content- 
ment m this our question, he said, “Ye knit my 
heart to you, by asking this question in the first 
place , for it show'eth that you first seek the king- 
dom of heaven , and I shall gladly, and briefly, 
satisfy your demand 

About twenty years after the ascension of our 
Saviour it came to pass that there was seen by the 
people of Renfusa (a city upon the eastern coast 
of our island), within night i (the night was cloudy 
and calm), as it might be some mile into the sea, 
a gr^t pillar of light , not sharp,^ but in form of 
a column, or cylinder, rising from the sea, a great 
way up towards heaven , and on the top of it was 
seen a large cross of light, more bright and res- 


1 

S 


Dnnng the night, before it was daylight 
Not pyramidal in form ^ 
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THE MIRACULOUS PILLAR 

plcndcnt than the body of the pillar Upon which 
so strange a spectacle, the people of the city 
gathered apace together upon the sands, to won- 
der, and so after put themselves into a number of 
small boats to go nearer to this marvellous sight 
But when the boats were come within about sixty 
yards of the pillar, they found themselves all 
bound, and could go no further, yet so as they 
might move to go about, but might not approach 
nearer , so as the boats stood all as in a theatre,^ 
beholding this light, as an heavenly sign " It so 
fell out, that there was in one of the boats one of 
our wise men, of the Society of Salomon’s House, 
which house or college, my good brethren, is the 
very eye of this kingdom , who having a while 
attentively and dev'outly viewed and contemplated 
this pillar and cross, fell down upon his face, and 
then raised himself upon his knees, and lifting up 
his hands to heaven, made his prayers in this 
manner 

" ' Lord God of heaven and earth , thou hast 
vouchsafed of thy grace to those of our order, to 
know thy works of creation, and the secrets of 
them , and to discern (as far as appertaineth to 
the generations of men) between divine miracles, 
works of Nature, works of art and impostures, and 
illusions of all sorts I do here acknowledge and 
testify before this people, that the thing we now 
see before our eyes is thy finger,® and a true 
miracle And forasmuch as we learn in our books, 
that thou never workest miracles but to a divine 
and excellent end (for the laws of Nature are thine 
own laws, and thou exceedest them not but upon 


^ In a semicircle 
® Exodus, viu, 19 


* L V has sceuam (scene, sight) 
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THE CHEST AND THE BOOK 


great cause), ^\e most humbly beseech thee to 
prosper this great sign, and to give us the inter- 
pretation and use of it in mercy , which thou 
dost in some part secretly promise, by sending it 
unto us ’ 

" When he had made his prayer, lie presently 
found the boat he was in movable and unbound, 
whereas all the rest remained still fast, and taking 
that for an assurance of leave to approach, he 
caused the boat to be softly and with silence 
rowed towards the pillar, but ere he came near 
it, the pillar and cross of light broke up, and cast 
itself abroad as it were into a firmament of many 
stars, which also vanished soon after, and there 
was nothing left to be seen but a small ark, or 
chest of cedar, dry and not wet at all with water, 
though it swam , and in the fore-end of it, which 
was towards him, grew a small green branch of 
palm , and when the wise man liad taken it with 
all reverence into his boat, it opened of itself, and 
there were found in it a book and a letter, both 
written in fine parchment, and wrapped in sindons 
of linen The book contained all the canonical 
books of the Old and New Testament, according 
as you have them (for we know well what the 
churches with you receive), and the Apocalypse 
itself, and some other books of the New Testament, 
which were not at that time written, were never- 
theless in the book And for the letter, it was in 
these words 

“ ‘ I, Bartholomew, a servant of the Highest, 
and apostle of Jesus Christ, was warned by an 
angel that appeared to me m a vision of glory, 
that I should commit this ark to the floods of the 
sea Therefore I do testify and declare unto that 
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THE CHEST AND THE BOOK 

people where God shall ordain this ark to come 
to land, that in the same day is come unto them 
salvation and peace, and goodwill from the Father, 
and from the Lord Jesus’ 

“ There was also in both these v ntings, as well 
the book as the letter, wrought a great miracle, 
conform to that of the apostles in tlie original 
gift of tongues For there being at that time in 
this land Hebrews, Persians, and Indians, besides 
the natives, e\ery one read upon the book and 
letter, as if they had been written in his o\vn 
language And thus was this land saved from 
infidelity (as the remain^ of the old world was 
from water) by an ark, through the apostolical 
and miraculous evangelism of St Bartholomew” 
And here he paused, and a messenger came, and 
called him forth from us So this was all that 
passed m that conference. 

The next day, the same governor came again 
to us, immediatel}'^ after dinner, and excused him- 
self, saying, “ That the day before he was called 
from us somewhat abruptl}^, but now he would 
make us amends, and spend time vdth us, if we 
held his company and conference agreeable.” We 
answered, that we held it so agreeable and pleasing 
to us, as we forgot both dangers past and fears to 
come, for the time we heard him speak , and that 
we thought an hour spent vith him was worth 
years of our former life. He bowed himself a little 
to us, and after we were set again, he said, " Well, 
the questions are on your part” One of our 
number said, after a little pause, that there was a 
matter we were no less desirous to know than fear- 
ful to ask, lest we might presume too far But 

^ Remnant, snm\ ors (Xoah and his family) 
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LSr^AND UNKNOWN IN FUKOPE 


cncour.i^ccl by hts larc luimamly tow.nrcF us (lliat 
could scarce tlunb <ntrsoUcs strnnyers, bciuf; lus 
vowed and professed sci wants), we would take the 
hardiness to [)ropountl it; luinibh beseeching him, 
if he thouglii it not fit to be .inswertd, that he 
would pardon it, though he rejected it, We said, 
W'c well obserred those his words, which he 
formcrl) spake, that this happy island, where w'C 
now stood, was Iciiown to few, and yet knew most 
of the nations of the world, which we found to be 
true, considering the}' had the languages of Jturopc, 
and knew' much of our state and business, and 


}ct we 111 Europe (notwithstanding all the remote 
disco\ erics and na\igations of this last age) never 
heard an} of the least inkling or glimpse^ of this 
island This we found w'onderful strange, for that 
all nations have interknow'lcdgc one of another, 
either by voyage into foreign parts, or by strangers 
that come to them , and though the traveller into 
a foreign country doth commonl}' know' more by 
the eye than he that staj eth at home can by 
relation of the traveller , }'et both w ays suffice 
to make a mutual know'ledge, in some degree, on 
both parts But for this island, w'c never heard 
te 1 of any ship of theirs, that had been seen to 


arrive upon any shore of Europe, no, nor of 
eit ler the East or West Indies, nor yet of any 
s ip o any other part of the world, that had made 
re urn rom them And yet the marvel rested not 
situation of it (as his lordship 
mtcrii/” ^ secret conclave of such a vast sea 

then, that they should have 
to 1 le languages, books, affairs, of those 

he such a chslance from them, .t was a thmg 

The slightest rumour or hint 
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ITS SUPERNATURAL KNOWLEDGE 


wc could not tell what to make of, for that it 
seemed to us a condition and propriety of divine 
powers and beings, to be hidden and unseen to 
others, and } et to ha\ e others open and as in a 
light to them At this speech the governor gave 
a gracious smile and said, that wc did w^ell to ask 
pardon for this question wc now asked , for that 
it imported as if wc thought this land a land of 
magicians, that sent forth spirits of the air into 
all parts, to bnng them news and intelligence of 
other countries It w'as answ-ered by us all, in all 
possible humbleness, but jet w'lth a countenance 
taking knowledge that w'e knew* that he spake it 
but merrilj’’, that we W'ere apt enough to think 
there was somew'hat supernatural in this island, 
but j'ct rather as angelical than magical But to 
let his lordship know trulj' what it w^as that made 
us tender and doubtful to ask this question, it w'as 
not anj’’ such conceit, but because w'e remembered 
he had given a touch in his former speech, that 
this land had laws of secrecy touching strangers 
To this he said, “You remember it anght, and there- 
fore in that I shall saj”- to j'^ou I must resen'-e some 
particulars, w'hich it is not lawTul for me to re\ eal,but 
there w'lll be enough left to give j'-ou satisfaction 
“ You shall understand (that w'hich perhaps j’^ou 
will scarce think credible) that about three thousand 
j'ears ago, or somewdiat more, the navigation of 
the world (especial !}'■ for remote voj'ages) w'^as 
greater than at this daj"- Do not think wnth 
yourselves, that I know' not how' much it is in- 
creased W'lth j'ou, w'lthin these sixscore j'ears , I 
know it W'ell, and j'et I say, greater then than 
now' , w'hether it w'as that the example of the ark, 
that saved the remnant of men from the universal 
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ANCIENT NAVIGATION 

deluge, gave men confidence to adventure upon 
the waters, or uhat it was, but sucli is the truth 
The Phoenicians, and especially the Tynans, had 
great fleets , so had the Carthaginians, their colony, 
which IS yet farther west Toward the east the 
shipping of Egypt, and of Palestine, was likewise 
great China also, and the great Atlantis (that 
you call America), which have now but junks and 
canoes, abounded then in tall ships This island 
(as appeareth by faithful registersof those times) had 
then fifteen hundred strong ships, of great content 
Of all this there is with you sparing memory, or 
none , but we have large knowledge thereof 

“ At that time, this land was known and fre- 
quented by the ships and vessels of all the nations 
before named And (as it cometh to pass) they 
had many times men of other countries, that were 
no sailors, that came with them , as Persians, 
Chaldeans, Arabians, so as almost all nations of 
might and fame resorted hither , of whom we have 
some stirps and little tribes with us at this day 
And for our own ships, they went sundry voyages, 
as well to your straits, which you call the Pillars 
of Hercules, as to other parts in the Atlantic and 
Mediterranean Seas , as to Paguin ^ (which is the 
same with Cambaline^) and Quinzy,® upon the 
Oriental Seas, as far as to the borders of the East 
Tartary 

“ At the same time, and an age after or more, 
the inhabitants of the great Atlantis did flourish 
For though the narration and description which is 
made by a great man ® with you, that the descend- 

^ Peking Cambahne (more correctly Cambaln) is a corruption 
of Khambalik, the Tatar name Peking was never a sea-port. 

® Modem Hangchow (Kinsai, Klngtse, Qumsay in Marco Polo) 

* Plato, Txmaeus, 25 a, Crtitas, 113 c 

21 ? 



GRr \T \TI \XTIS DESTROYED 

,ni'ts of Wplunr phintal there, mid of the magnifi- 
ett't te.nplo palace, cil\ and hill, mul the manifold 
^trcTn' of i^o-atllv na\ livable intrs, \\hicli as so 
nn.n chain'' cm ironed the same ''itc and temple, 
and the seccrai deforces of ascent wdicrcby men 
<!id climb np to the as if it had been a Scala 
C .ich,' be all [metical and fabulous, >ct so much 
I*- tiur, that the said country of Atlantis, as well 
that of I’eru, then called Co\ a,* as that of Mexico,® 
'.hell named T\ ramb„l,* were mij^ht\ and proud 
Kiii'^doms, in .nriiis, '^hippiii'^, and riches, so might}, 
,as .nt one time or at least uilJiin the space of ten 
vear'', thc\ both made two great expeditions, they 
I'f I vrambel througli the Atlantic to the Mcditcr- 
rancan **sea . and thev of Co} a, tlirougli tlic South 
Sea uiwn this our island , and for the former of 
the^e, which was mio Europe, the same author 
amongst \ ou, as it scemeth, liad some relation 
from the leg} pt inn priest, whom lie citeth For 
assured!} such a thing there was But w'hether it 
were the ancient Atlicnians that had the glory of 
llie rc[)ulsc and resistance of those forces, I can 
sa} nollimg, but certain it is there never came 
back either ship or man from that i oyage. Neither 
had the other a o} age of those of Coya upon us 
had^ better fortune, if they had not met wath 
enemies of greater clemency For the king of this 
island, by name Altabin, a wase man and a great 
warrior, knowing well both his owai strength and 
that of his enemies, handled the matter so as he 
cut off their land forces from their ships, and en- 

J ,V Inddcr lo hca\en (cp Jacob’s ladder) 

- Roth names arc invented bj Bacon 
’ Both Peru and Mc\ico were included in Atlantis 
■* Had had, would bate had 

210 



GREAT ATLANTIS DESTROYED 


toiled both their navy and their camp with a 
greater power than theirs, boUi by sea and land, 
and compelled tlicm to render thcmsel\es without 
striking a stroke , and after they w ere at his mercy, 
contenting himself only with their oath that they 
should no more bear arms against him, dismissed 
them all m safet}’^ But the divine rexenge over- 
took not long after those proud enterprises For 
within less than the space of one hundred years 
the Great Atlantis was utterK lost and destroyed , 
not by a great earthquake, as your man saith, for 
that whole tract is little subject to earthquakes, 
but by a particular deluge, or inundation , those 
countries having at this day far greater ri\ ers, and 
far higher mountains to pour dowm waters, than 
any part of the old w orld But it is true that the 
same inundation w'as not deep, not past forty foot, 
in most places, from the ground, so that altliough 
it destroyed man and beast generally, yet some 
few w'lld inhabitants of the w ood escaped Birds 
also were saved by flying to the high trees and 
W'oods For as for men, although the> had build- 
ings in many places higher than the depth of the 
water, yet that inundation, though it w'ere shallow, 
had a long continuance, whereby they of the vale 
that were not drowmed perished for w'ant of food, 
and other things necessarj'^ So as marvel j'ou 
not at the thin population of America, nor at the 
rudeness and ignorance of the people , for you 
must account your inhabitants of Amenca as a 
young people, younger a thousand years at the 
least than the rest of the world, for that there was 
so much time between the universal flood and 
their particular inundation For the poor remnant 
of human seed which remained m their mountains 
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ITS GRADUAL RECOVERY 

peopled the country again slowly, by little and 
little, and being simple and a savage people (not 
like Noah and his sons, which was the chief family 
of the earth), they were not able to leave letters, 
arts, and civility to their posterity, and having 
likewise in their mountainous habitations been 
used, in respect of the extreme cold of those 
regions, to clothe themselves with the skins of 
tigers, bears, and great hairy goats, that they have 
in those parts , when after they came down into 
the valley, and found the intolerable heats which 
are there, and knew no means of lighter apparel, 
they were forced to begin the custom of going 
naked, which continueth at this day Only they 
take great pride and delight in the feathers of 
birds, and this also^ the)' took from those their 
ancestors of the mountains, who were invited unto 
it by the infinite flights of birds that came up to 
the high grounds, while the waters stood below 
So you see, by this main accident of time,= we lost 
our traffic with the Americans, with whom of all 
others, in regard they lay nearest to us, we had 
most commerce. As for the other parts of the 
world, it is most manifest that in the ages follow- 
ing (whether it were in respect of wars, or by a 
natural revolution of time) navigation did ever)'- 
where greatly decay, and specially far voyages (the 
rather by the use of galleys, and such vessels as 
could hardly brook the ocean) were altogether left 
and omitted. So then, that part of intercourse 
which could be from other nations to sail to us,^ 
you see how it hath long since ceased , except it 

1 The custom of wearing the feathers of birds as ornaments 

2 The most momentous disaster that ever happened 

® That sailed to ns (I..V navigantibus ad nos) 
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KING SOL\MO\A 

^\crc b> some rare accident, n*; this^ of your? But 
now of the cessation of tint other part of intcr- 
coiir'ie, whicli nnt^ht be b) our cailin" to oilier 
nation^, 1 mut;! a icld ) ou some other cnu^^c Tor 
I cannot say, if I shall s.i) trn!\ , but- our shjppinrf, 
for number, strcnp:lh, manners, pilots, and all 
things that appertain to na\ igation, is as great as 
ever, and therefore why we should sit at home, I 
shall now gi\c }ou an account b^ itself, and it 
will draw nearer to give jou satisfaction to jour 
principal question 

“ There reigned in tins island, about I, goo j’cars 
ago, a king, whose memorj of all others we most 
adore, not superstitiouslj , but as a dnine instru- 
ment, though a mortal man his name was 
Solamona , and we esteem him as the law'-gner of 
our nation Tins king had a large heart, in- 
scrutable for good , and was wholly bent to make 
his kingdom and people happj- He therefore, 
taking into consideration how sufficient and sub- 
stanti\e this land was to maintain itself without 
anj- aid at all of the foreigner, being 5,000 miles m 
circuit, and of rare fertilitj’’ of soil, m the greatest 
part thereof, and finding also the shipping of this 
countrj’^ might be plentiffillj’’ set on w'ork, both bj’- 
fishing and bj”- transportations from port to port, 
and likewise by sailing unto some small islands 
that are not far from us, and are under the crow n 
and laws of this state , and recalling into his 
memorj’- the happj’- and flourishing estate wffierein 
this land then w’-as, so as it might be a thousand 
w'ays altered to the worse, but scarce anj”- one w’ay 
to the better, thought nothing wanted to his noble 
and heroical intentions, but only (as far as human 

^ This Oandmg, L.V appulsKs} 
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ORDER OF SALOMON’S HOUSE 


have said, could be taken where they came but for 
a dream Now for our travelling from hence into 
parts abroad, our lawgucr thought fit altogether 
to restrain it So is it not in China For the 
Chineses sail where they will, or can, which 
show'cth that their law of keeping out strangers is 
a law' of pusillanimity and fear But this restraint 
of ours hath one onlj cvccption, which is ad- 
mirable, prcscr\ing the good which cometh by 
communicating with strangers, and avoiding the 
hurt and I will now' open it to you And here I 
shall seem a little to digress, but you w'lll by-and- 
by find it pertinent Ye shall understand, my 
dear friends, that amongst the excellent acts of 
that king, one above all hath the pre-eminence It 
w'as the erection and institution of an order, or 
society, which w'c call Salomon’s House , the 
noblest foundation, as w'c think, that ever w'as 
upon the earth, and the lantern of this kingdom 
It IS dedicated to the study of the works and 
creatures of God Some think it beareth the 
founder’s name a little corrupted, as if it should 
be Solomona’ House But the records w'nte it as 
It is spoken. So as I take it to be denominate of 
the king of the Hebrew's, w'hich is famous with 
you, and no strangers to us , for w'e have some 
parts of his works which w'lth you are lost , 
namely, that natural history which he w'rote of all 
plants, from the cedar of Libanus to the moss that 
groweth out of the wall , * and of all things that 
have life and motion This maketh me think that 

1 I Antgs, IV 33 And he sp-\ke of trees, from the cedar tree 
in Lebanon even unto the hyssop that springeth out of the 
wall The identification of hyssop has long been a subject of con 
536^°'' another passage (Natural 
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ITS VOYAGES AND TRADING 

treasure to remain with the brethren, for the 
buying of such things and rewarding of such 
persons as they should think fit Now for me to 
tell you how the \ ulgar sort of manners arc con- 
tained from being discovered at land, and hou 
they that must be put on shore for anv time, colour 
themselves under the names of other nations, and 
to what places these voyages have been designed , 
and what places of rendezvous are appointed for 
the new missions, and the like circumstances of the 
practice, I may not do it, neither is it much to 
your desire But thus you see we maintain a 
trade, not for gold, silv’er, or jewels, nor for silks, 
nor for spices, nor anj other commodity of matter|, 
but only for God’s first creature, which w'as light, 
to have light, I say, of the growth of all parts of 
the world And when he had said this, he was 
silent, and so were we all , for indeed we were all 
astonished to hear so strange things so probably 
told And he, perceiving that we were willing to 
say somewhat but had it not ready, in great 
courtesy took us off," and descended to ask us 
questions of our voyage and fortunes, and in the 
end concluded that we might do well to think with 
ourselves, what time of stay we would demand of 
the State, and bade us not to scant ourselv^es , for 
he would procure such time as we desired 
Whereupon w’-e all rose up and presented ourseNes 
to kiss the skirt of his tippet, but he would not 
suffer us, and so took his leave But w^hen it came 
once® amongst our people, that the State used to 
offer conditions to strangers that would stay, we 

^ “ In whate\er parts of the world it is to be found " (Spedding) 
This rendering is confirmed by the L V 

- Set ns free (L V explicmt) from an awkward situation 

® As soon as it became known. 
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ITS TIRSAN OR FATHER 

there be any discord or suits between any of tlie 
family, they arc compounded and appeased. 
There, if any of the family be distressed or de- 
cayed, order is taken for their relief and competent 
means to live There, if any be subject to vice, or 
take ill courses, they arc reproved and censured 
So likewise direction is pivcn touching marriages, 
and the courses of life which any of them should 
take, with divers other the like orders and advices 
The governor assistcth to the end to put in execu- 
tion, by his public authority, the decrees and 
orders of the Tirsan, if they should be disobeyed, 
though that seldom needeth, such reverence and 
obedience they give to the order of Nature The 
Tirsan doth also then ever^ choose one man from 
amongst his sons, to live in house with him , who 
is called ever after the Son of the Vine The 
reason will hereafter appear On the feast day, 
the father or Tirsan cometh forth after divine 
service into a large room where the feast is 
celebrated , which room hath an half-pace at the 
upper end Against the wall, in the middle of the 
half-pace, is a chair placed for him, with a table 
and carpet before it Over the chair is a state, 
made round or oval, and it is of ivy , an ivy some- 
what whiter than ours, like the leaf of a silver asp, 
but more shining , for it is green all winter And 
the state is curiously wrought with silver and silk 
of divers colours, broiding or binding in the ivy, 
and IS ever of the work of some of the daughters 
of the family, and veiled over at the top, with a 
fine net of silk and silver But the substance of it 
IS true ivy , whereof, after it is taken down, the 

^ According to the L V “ever” should be taken with “live" 
tqui perpetuo vivat) 
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THE ROYAL CHARTER 

friends of the famdy are desirous to ha\e some 
leaf or sprig to keep The Tirsan cometh forth 
M’lth all his generation or lineage, the males before 
him, and the females following him , and if tliere 
be a mother, from w hose body the wdiole lineage is 
descended, there is a traverse placed in aloft abo\e 
on the right hand of the chair, with a pray door 
and a car\ed w’lndow of glass, leaded with gold 
and blue, where she sitteth, but is not seen 
When the Tirsan is come forth, he sitteth down in 
the chair, and all the lineage place themselves 
against the w^i, both at his back and upon the 
return of the half-pace, in order of their 3-ears, with- 
out difference of sex, and stand upon their feet.- 
When he is set, the room being alwa3-s full of 
compan)% but w ell kept and without disorder, after 
some pause there cometh m from the lower end of 
the room a Taratan (which is as much as an 
herald), and on either side of him two }mung lads 
w hereof one cameth a scroll of their shining } ellow' 
parchment, and the other a cluster of grapes of 
gold, with a long foot or stalk The herald and 
^children are clothed with mantles of sea-w^ter 
green satin , but the herald’s mantle is streamed 
with gold, and hath a train Then the herald with 
three curtsies, or rather inclinations, cometh up as 
far as the half-pace, and there first taketh into his 
hand the scroll This scroll is the king’s charter, 
containing gift of re\enue, and man3- prmleges, 
exemptions, and points of honour, granted to the 
father of the familj- , and it is ever stjded and 
directed, “ To such an one, our well-belo\ ed friend 
and creditor,” which is a title proper onlj'- to this 
case. For thej- sat* the king is debtor to no man, 
but for propagation of his subjects , the seal set to 



ACCOUiVT OF THE FESTIVAL 

the king’s charter is the king’s image, embossed or 
moulded in gold , and though such charters be 
expedited of course, and as of right, y et the} arc 
varied by discretion, according to the number and 
digmt) of the family This charter the herald 
readeth aloud, and while it is read, the father or 
Tirsan standeth up, supported by two of his sons, 
such as he chooseth 1 hen the herald mounteth 
the half-pace, and delncrcth the charter into his 
hand and wuth that there is an acclamation by all 
that are present, in their language, which is tlius 
much, " Happ}”^ arc the people of Bensalem " 
Then the herald taketh into his hand from the 
other child the cluster of grapes, which is of gold , 
both the stalk, and the grapes But^ the grapes 
are daintily enamelled , and if the males of the 
family be the greater number, the grapes are 
enamelled purple, with a little sun set on the top , 
if the females, then they are enamelled into a 
greenish } ellow', with a crescent on the top The 
grapes are in number as many as there are 
descendants of the family This golden cluster 
the herald delnereth also to the Tirsan, who 
presently delivereth it over to that son that he 
had formerly chosen to be in house wuth him , who 
beareth it before his father, as an ensign of honour, 
when he goeth in pubhc ever after,- and is there- 
upon called the Son of the Vine After this 
ceremony ended the father or Tirsan retireth , and 
after some time cometh forth again to dinner, 
where he sitteth alone under the state, as before , 
and none of his descendants sit wnth him, of what 

* Implies not so mneh opposiUon, as transition to a neis topic 
now, the grapes 

- WTienevcr afterwards he , unless “ever after" be taken 

with ** beareth it,** as the L-V suggests 
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ACCOUNT OF THE FESTIVAL 


degree or dignity soever, except he hap to be of 
Salomon’s House He is served only by his own 
children, such as are male , who perform unto him 
all service of the table upon the knee, and the 
women only stand about him, leaning against the 
wall The room below the half-pace hath tables 
on the sides for the guests that are bidden, who 
are served with great and comely order , and 
towards the end of dinner (which in the greatest 
feasts with them lasteth never above an hour and 
a half) there is an hymn sung, varied according to 
the invention of him that composeth it (for they 
have excellent poesy), but the subject of it is 
always the praises of Adam, and Noah, and 
Abraham, whereof the former two peopled the 
world, and the last was the father of the faithful , 
concluding ever with a thanksgivmg for the nativity 
of our Saviour, m whose birth the births of all 
are only^ blessed Dinner bemg done, the Tirsan 
retireth ageun , and having withdravm himself 
alone mto a place, where he maketh some pnvate 
prayers, he cometh forth the third time, to give 
the blessing, mth all his descendants, who stand 
about him as at the first Then he calleth them 
forth by one and by one, by name as he pleaseth, 
though seldom the order of age be inverted The 
person that is called (the table being before removed) 
kneeleth down before the chair, and the father 
layeth his hand upon his head, or her head, and 
giveth the blessing in these words “ Son of Ben- 
salem (or daughter of Bensalem), th}'^ father saith 
it, the man by whom thou hast breath and life 
speaketh the word , the blessmg of the everlasting 
Father, the Prmce of Peace, and the Holy Dove 

' In «liose birth alone 
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JOABIN THE JEW 

be upon thee, and make the dajs of thy pilgnmagc 
good and many ” Tins he saith to every of 
them , and tliat done, if there be any of his sons of 
eminent merit and virtue, so they be not above 
two, he calleth for them again, and saith, laying 
his arm over their shoulders, they standing “Sons, 
it IS well you arc born, gi\e God the praise, and 
persevere to the end ” And withal dclivereth to 
either of them a jewel, made in the figure of an car 
of wheat, which they ever after wear m the front 
of their turban, or hat , this done, they fall to 
music and dances, and other recreations, after their 
manner, for the rest of the day This is the full 
order of that feast 

By that time six or seven days were spent, I 
was fallen into straight acquaintance with a 
merchant of that city, whose name was Joabin 
He was a Jew and circumcised , for they have 
some few stirps of Jews yet remaining among 
them, whom they leave to their own religion 
Which they may the better do, because they are of 
a far differing disposition from the Jews in other 
parts For whereas they hate the name of Christ, 
and have a secret inbred rancour against the people 
amongst whom they live , these, contrariwise, give 
unto our Saviour many high attributes, and love 
the nation of Bensalem extremely Surely this 
man of whom I speak would ever acknowledge 
that Chnst was born of a Virgin , and that He 
was more than a man , and he would tell how 
God made Him ruler of the seraphims, which guard 
His throne , and they call Him also the Milken 
Way, and the Eliah of the Messiah,i and many 
other high names, which, though they be inferior 

^ John, I, 21 25 
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JOABIN THE JEW 

to His divine majesty, yet they are far from tlie 
language of other Jews And for the country of 
Bensalem, this man would make no end of com- 
mending It, being desirous, by tradition among 
the Jews tliere, to have it believed that the people 
thereof were of the generations of Abraham, by 
another son, whom they call Nachoran , and that 
Moses by a secret cabala ordained the laws of 
Bensalem which they now use , and that when the 
Messias should come, and sit in His throne at 
Hicrusalcm, the King of Bensalem should sit at 
His feet, whereas other kings should keep a great 
distance But }et, setting aside these Jewish 
dreams, the man was a wise man and learned, and 
of great policy, and CKcellently seen in the laws 
and customs of that nation Amongst other dis- 
courses one day I told him, I was much afiected 
with the relation I had from some of the company 
of their custom in holding the feast of the family, 
for that, metliought, I had never heard of a solemnity 
wherein Nature did so much preside And because 
propagation of families proceedeth from the nuptial 
copulation, I desired to know of him what laws 
and customs they had concerning marriage, and 
whether they kept marriage well, and whether they 
were tied to one wife? For that where population 
is so much affected, and such as with them it seemed 
to be, there is commonly permission of plurality of 
wives To this he said “You have reason for to 
commend that excellent institution of the Feast of 
the Family , and indeed we have experience, that 
those families that are partakers of the blessings 
of that feast, do flourish and prosper ever after in 
an extraordinary manner But hear me now7 and 
I will tell you what I know You shall under- 
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HIS PRAISE OF HENSALEM 

stand that there is not under the Iieavcns i-o chaste 
a nation as this of Pcnsalcm, nor so free from all 
pollution of foulness It is the \irgin of the world, 
I remember I ha\c read in one of jour European 
books ^ of an holj’ hermit amongst j ou, that desired 
to see the spirit of fornication, and there appeared 
to him a little foul ugh Acthiop , but if he had 
desired to see tlie spirit of chastitj' of Bensalem, it 
would have appeared to him in the likeness of a 
fair beautiful cherubim For there is nothing 
amonerst mortal men more fair and admirable than 
the chaste mmds of this people Know, tlierefore, 
that with them there are no stew's, no dissolute 
houses, no courtesans, nor anj thmg of that kind 
Nay, thej' wonder with detestation at j'ou m 
Europe, which permit such things Thej’^ saj’’ ye 
ha\e put marnage out of office, for marriage is 
ordained a remedy for unlaw'ful concupiscence , 
and natural concupiscence seemeth as a spur to 
marnage But w'hcn men have at hand a remedy 
more agreeable to their corrupt will, marnage is 
almost cxpulsed And therefore there are with 
jmu seen mfimte men that marrj’^ not, but choose 
rather a hbertme and impure single life than to be 
yoked in marnage , and many that do marry, 
marry late, wffien the pnme and strength of then- 
years is past And when thej' do marrj'^, what is 
marnage to them but a very bargain , w'herem is 
sought alliance, or portion, or reputation, wnth 
some desire (almost mdifferent) of issue , and not 
the faithful nuptial umon of man and w^ife, that 
was first instituted? Neither is it possible that 
those that have cast aw^ay so basely so much of 
their strength should greatly esteem children (bemg 

^ La Motte Fonqn^’s Siniram (Ellis) 
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ITS HIGH MORAL STANDARD 

of the same matter) i as chaste men do So like- 
wise, during marriage, is the ease much amended, 
as it ought to be if those things were tolerated 
only for necessity ? no, but tlicy remain still as a 
very affront to marriage The haunting of those 
dissolute places, or resort to courtesans, are no 
more punished in married men than in bachelors. 
And the depraved custom of change, and the delight 
in meretricious cmbracemcnts (where sm is turned 
into art), maketh marriage a dull thing, and a kind 
of imposition or tax They hear you defend these 
things, as done to aioid greater evils, as ad- 
voutries, deflowering of virgins, unnatural lust, 
and tlie like But they® sa}' this is a preposterous 
wisdom , and they call it Lot’s offer, who, to save 
his guests from abusing, offered hts daughters , 
nay, they say further, that there is little gained 
in this , for that the same vices and appetites do 
still remain and abound, unlawful lust being like a 
furnace, that if you stop the flames altogether it 
will quench, but if you give it any vent it will 
rage , as for masculine love, they have no touch 
of It and yet there are not so faithful and in- 
violate friendships m the world again as are there, 
and, to speak generally (as I said before), I have 
not read of any such chastity in any people as 
theirs And their usual saying is that whosoever 
IS unchaste cannot reverence himself , and they 
say that the reverence of a man’s self is, next 
religion, the chiefest bridle of all vices” And 
when he had said this the good Jew paused a little, 
whereupon I, far more willing to hear him speak 

^ Who are, as it ^\ ere, part of themselves 

® The inhabitairts of Bensalem 

They do not even menUon U (L V Ne fando qnidem novnnt) 
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EXCELLENT MARRIAGE LAWS 


on tlian to speak tnjsclf, 30! thinhng it decent 
lliat upon Ins p.uise of speech I sliould not be 
altofjcthcr silent, said onl)' this , (hat I would say 
to him, as the widow of Sarepta said to Elias 
" that he was come to bring to mcinor)' our sins , 
and tliat I confess the righteousness of JBcnsalcm 
w-as greater than the righteousness of Europe At 
W'luch speech lie bow’ed his liead, and w'cnt on tins 
manner "The)' have also man)' wise and ex- 
cellent law's, touching marriage J hey allow no 
pol3'gam}' The}' ha\c ordained that none do 
mtermarr)', or contract, until a month be past from 
their first interview Marnage without consent 
of parents tlicy do not make void, but they mulct 
it in the inheritors , for the children of sucli marriages 
arc not admitted to inherit above a tliird part of 
their parents’ inheritance I have read in a book 
of one of 3'our men of a feigned commonw'calth,® 
where the married couple arc permitted, before 
they contract, to see one another naked This 
they dislike, for they think it a scorn to give a 
refusal after so familiar knowledge , but because of 
many hidden defects in men and women's bodies 
they have a more cml way, for they have near 
every town a couple of pools (w'hich they call 
Adam and Eve’s pools), where it is permitted to 
one of the friends of the man, and another of the 
friends of the woman, to see them severally bathe 
naked ” 

And as we were thus in conference, there came 
one that seemed to be a messenger, in a rich huke, 
that spake with the Jew, whereupon he turned to 

remembraifce 

= More’s Vlopta (bk n, 7) 
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HIS CH XRIOT x\XD RETIXUE 


placed The chariot was costred with cloth of 
gold tissued upon blue,' He had before him fifty 
attendants, \oung men all, in white satin loose 
coats up to the mid-leg, and stockings of white 
silk, and shoes of blue \cl\ct, and hats of blue 
\elvet, with fine plumes of dners colours, set 
round like hat-bands Xcxl before the chariot 
went two men, bare-headed, in linen garments 
down to the foot, girt, and shoes of blue \chet, 
who carried the one a crosier, the other a pastoral 
staff like a sheep-hook, neither of them of metal, 
but the crosier of balm-w ood, the pastoral staff of 
cedar Horsemen he had none, neither before nor 
behind his chariot, as it seemeth, to a\oid all 
tumult and trouble. Behind his chariot went all 
the officers and principals of the companies of the 
dt}’’ He sat alone, upon cushions, of a kind of 
excellent plush, blue , and under his foot curious 
carpets of silk of dners colours, like the Persian, 
but far finer He held up his bare hand, as he 
w'ent, as blessmg the people, but m silence. The 
street was wonderfulh’- w ell kept , so that there 
was never an}' arm}' had their men stand m better 
battle-array than the people stood The window s 
likewise were not crowded, but ever}' one stood m 
them, as if they had been placed When the show' 
was passed, the Jew said to me, “ I shall not be 
able to attend you as I w ould, m regard of some 
charge the city hath laid upon me for the enter- 
taining of this great person” Three days after 
the Jew' came to me again, and said, “Ye are 
happy men , for the father of Salomon’s House 
taketh knowledge of your being here, and com- 

^ The covering of the chanot (or chair) was a cloth of blue silk, 
interwoven with gold threads (I^V ) 
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THE CAVES 

works Thirdly, the several empio) mcnls and 
functions wlicrcto our fellows arc assigned And 
fourthly, the ordinances and rites which we observe 
“The end of our foundation is the knowledge of 
causes and secret motions of things , and the 
enlarging of the bounds of human empire, to the 
effecting of all things possible* 

“The preparations and instruments arc these 
We have large and deep caves of several depths , 
the deepest are sunk 600 fathoms , and some of 
them arc digged and made under great hills and 
mountains , so that if you reckon together the 
depth of the hill and the depth of the cave, they 
are, some of them, above three miles deep For 
we find that the depth of an hill, and the depth of 
a cave from the fiat, is the same thing , both 
remote alike from the sun and heaven’s beams, 
and from the open air These caves we call the 
lower region And we use them for all coagula- 
tions, indurations, refrigerations, and conservations 
of bodies We use them likewise for the imitation 
of natural mines and the producing also of new 
artificial metals, by compositions and materials 
which we use and laj' there for many years We 
use them also sometimes (which may seem strange) 
for curing of some diseases, and for prolongation 
of life, in some hermits that choose to live there, 
well accommodated of all things necessary, and 
indeed live very long , by whom also we learn 
many things 

“We have burials in several earths, where we put 
divers cements, as the Chinese do their porcelain 
But we have them in greater variety, and some of 
them more fine. We also have great variety of 

' To the greatest extent possible (L V ad omne possibile) 
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WELLS, BATHS AND ORCHARDS 

brass, lead, nitre, and other minerals, and a^aln, 
ne ha\c little ^\clIs for infu'^ions of man> thing;s, 
nhe.-e theuatcrs take the virtue qincKcr and better 
than m vessels or basins *\nd amongst them v\c 
have a water, which we call water of Paradise, 
being bv that we do to it made verv sovereign 
for health and prolongation of life 

“We have also great and spacious houses, where 
w e imitate and demonstrate meteors — as snov , 
hail, rain, some artificial rams of bodies and not 
of water, thunders, lightnings also generations of 
bodies in air — as frogs, flies, and divers others 
*' We have also certain chambers which we call 
chambers of health v he-c ,> c qualifv' the air as 
we think good and proper for the cure of divers 
diseases and preserv'ation of health. 

“We have also fair and large baths, of several 
mixtures for the cure of diseases and the restoring 
of man’s body from arefachon , and others for the 
confirming of it in strength of sinews, vatal parts, 
and the verv’- juice and substance of the body 
“We have also large and vanous orchards and 
gardens wherein w e do not so much respect beauty 
as varietv' of ground and soil, proper for divers 
trees and herbs, and some v eiy- spacious, w here trees 
and berries are set, whereof we made divers kinds 
of drinks, besides the vnneyards In these we 
practise hkewnse all conclusions of grafting and 
inoculating, as well of wild trees as fruit-trees^ 
winch produceth many effects And we make bj* 
art, in the same orchards and gardens, trees and 
flowers, to come earlier or later than their seasons, 
and to come up and bear more speedilv’’ than by 
tbeir natural course they do W'e make them also 
greater much than tbeir nature , and tbeir 
242 



INTERBREEDING OF ANIMALS 

fruit greater and sweeter, and of differing taste, 
smell, colour, and figure, from their nature And 
many of them we so order, as that they become 
of medicinal use 

" We have also means to make divers plants nse 
by mixtures of earths without seeds, and likov.jsc 
to make divers new plants, differing from the 
vulgar, and to make one tree or plant turn into 
another 

“ We have also parks, and enclosures of all sorts, of 
beasts and birds , which we use not only for vicv/ or 
rareness, but likewnse for dissections and trials, that 
thereby we may take bght what may l>c v/rought 
upon the body of man Wherein v/c find many 
strange effects as continuing life in thorn, tlrouylj 
divers parts, which you account vital, he pen firyl 
and taken forth , resuscitating of eotne fh^ t 
dead m appearance, and the like Weiryf'lv^fU 
poisons and other medicines upon thorn, a r v/fff c/f 
chirurgery as physic By art llkev/r/; v/o malo 
them greater or smaller than tlvir 1 h>d h, ( 
contrariwise dwarf them anrl f,Uy ifHr gtoz/fh; 
we make them more fruitful arrrl hearing fhdd if/ if 
kind IS, and contrariwise brirren and nof y/ 1 / mif le, 
Also we make them differ In (>'>lour,ehapo,,ofl7l''y, 
many ways. We find means to maho (//iiiHif/iet^ e 
and copulations of divers I'lnds, v/hleli fisvo {//o- 
duced many new kinds, and th* m not hfufupee U<e 
general opinion is We make a uuini / 1 </, 
of serpents, worms, fHe,j, Mie% of puii/ Us/ 
whereof some are ,idvaue».d fin efhot; to f/ 
creatures, like hciists or hlrda, and hav^ V /f , frf/] 
do propagate, Neither cki v/o this hy t h'd 
we know bcfoieh.tnd of v/ha< u/>iin 
mixture what kind of ih'/' ef'''doo , , if / 



BREAD, MEAT AND DRINKS 

"Wc have also particular pools nhcrc we make 
trials upon fishes, as we have said before of beasts 
and birds 

“ We have also places for breed and generation 
of those kinds of worms and flics which arc of 
special use , such as are with you your silkworms 
and bees. 

“ I wiU not hold you long \s ith recounting of our 
brewhouses, bakehouses, and kitchens, where arc 
made divers dnnks, breads, and meats, rare and of 
special effects Wines we have of grapes, and 
drinks of other juice, of fruits, of grains, and of 
roots, and of mixtures witli honey, sugar, manna, 
and fruits dried and decocted , also of the tears or 
woundings of trees, and of tlie pulp of canes And 
these drinks are of several ages, some to the age or 
last of forty years We have druiks also brewed 
with several herbs, and roots, and spices, yea, with 
several fleshes, and white meats , whereof some of 
the dnnks are such as they are in effect meat and 
dnnk both, so that divers, especially in age, do 
desire to hve with them with little or no meat or 
bread And above all we stave to have dnnks of 
extreme thin parts, to insinuate into the body, and 
yet without aU biting, sharpness, or frettmg , inso- 
much as some of them, put upon the back of your 
hand, will with a little stay pass through to the 
palm, and yet taste mild to the mouth We have 
also waters, which we npen in that fashion, as they 
become nourishmg, so that they are indeed ex- 
cellent dnnk, and many will use no other Breads 
we have of several grains, roots, and kernels , yea, 
and some of flesh and fish dried , with divers kinds 
of leavemngs and seasonings, so that some do 
extremely move appetites, some do nourish so as 
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dispels AKIES 

do live o£ them, without any other meat, 
trhve vt; long So iov moats, svo Uavo some 
„J them so beaten, and made tender. 
yet ivithout all corrupting, as a iicak heat of t 
etomach will turn them >nto^ goodjbylus.^as^vutl 


ach will turn them into gooa ciyiu., .v:, . 

as a strong heat would meat otlicnvisc prepared 
We have some meats also and bread and drill s, 
which, taken by men, enable them to fast long 
after , and some other, that, used, make the very 
flesh of men’s bodies sensibly more hard and 
tough, and their strength far greater than other- 
wise it would be 

"We have dispensatories or shops of medicines , 
wherein you may easily think, if ue have such 
variety of plants and living creatures more tlian 
you have m Europe (for i\e know what you lia\c), 
the simples, drugs, and ingredients of medicines 
must likewise be in so much the greater variety. 

We have them likewise of divers ages and long 
fermentations And for their preparations, we 
have not only all manner of exquisite distillations, 
and separations, and especially by gentle heats and 
percolations through divers strainers, yea, and 
substances , but also exact forms of composition, 
whereby they incorporate almost as they were 
natural simples 

We have also divers mechanical arts, which 
you have not , and stuffs made by them, as papers, 
men, silks, tissues, dainty works of feathers of 

^^cellent dyes, and many others, 
and shops likewise as well for such as are not 

tTatt e p us, as for those 

toat are For you must know that, of the thines 

throughout the kingdom . but yet, if they did flow 
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HANDICRAFTS 


from our invention, we h.i\c of them nho^ for 
patterns and principals 

"We have also furnaces of fjrcat ducrsities, and 
that keep threat ducrsity of heats, fierce and 
quick, strong and constant, soft and mild, blown, 
quiet, dr\ , moist, and the like Rut abo\eall we 
lia\c heats in imitation of the sun’s and hca\cnl\ 
bodies’ heats, that pass divers inequalities and as 
it were orbs, progresses, and returns,* whereby we 
produce admirable effects Besides, we ha\e heats 
of dungs, and of bellies and maws of In mg 
creatures and of their bloods and bodies, and of 
hays and herbs laid up moist, of hmc unquenched, 
and such like Instruments also which generate 
heat only by motion And further, places for 
strong insolations , and again, places under the 
earth, which by nature or art } leld heat These 
divers heats w'e use as the nature of the operation 
which w'c intend rcquircth. 

“We have also perspcctne-houscs, where we 
make demonstrations of all lights and radiations, 
and of all colours , and out of things uncoloured 
and transparent w’e can represent unto you all 
several colours, not m rainbows, as it is m gems 
and prisms, but of themselves single We represent 
also all multiplications of light, w'hich we carr^^ to 
great distance, and make so sharp as to discern 
small pomts and lines Also all colorations of 
light all delusions and deceits of the sight, in 
figures, magnitudes, motions, colours, all de- 
monstrations of shadows We find also divers 
means, yet unknowm to jmu, of producing of light, 

^ not meant for general use, specimens of them are kept 

for^^futnre experiments 

- Cjchcal periods 
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OPTICAL INSTRUMEL'TS 


originally from divers bodies We procure means 
of seemg objects afar ofi, as in tlie heaven and 
remote places, and represent thmgs near as afar 
ofi, and thmgs afar ofi as near, making feigned 
distances We have also helps for the sight, far 
above spectacles and glasses m use, we have also 
glasses and means to see small and mmute bodies 
perfectly and distmctl}'- , as the shapes and colours 
of small flies and worms, grams, and flaws m gems 
which cannot otherwise be seen, observations in 
unne and blood not otherwise to be seen We 
make artificial rambows, halos, and circles about 
light We represent also all manner of reflections, 
refractions, and miiltiphcations of visual beams of 


" We have also precious stones of all kmds, many 
of them of great beauty and to you unknown 
crystals likewise, and glasses of duers kmds - and 
amongst them some of metals vitnficated and 
otter materrels, besrdes ttose of whch you 
glass Also a number of fossils airH ^ ! 
minerals, ivluch you have not T l “ rtoot 

of prodigious ™tue an^l 
and'^Lmomtrate a^ sounT"“’ 

We have i^armo^l^h^ 

sounds and lesser slides oi somdl n 

n^ents of music hkeuuse to you uni 

sweeter than any you ^ 1 ujiknoun, some 

that are damty and sweet’ 
sounds as great and deep hkl 
extenuate and sharp 
and warbhngs of solds. 

-- We represent 



SOUND- AND PERFUME-HOUSES 

sounds and letters, and the \oiccs and notes of 
beasts and birds W c have certain helps which, set 
to the ear, do further the hearin" g^rcatly , ne ha\e 
also dners strange and artificial echoes, reflecting 
the voice many times, and as it ncrc tossing it, 
and some that gi\c back the voice louder tlian it 
came, some shriller and some deeper, jea, some 
rendering the voice differing in tlic letters or 
articulate sound from tliat they receive We have 
all means to comey sounds in trunks and pipes, in 
strange Imes and distances 

“We have also perfume-houses, wherewith we 
jom also pracbces of taste. We multiply smells, 
which may seem strange we imitate smells, 
making all smells to breathe out of other mixtures 
than those that give them Wc make divers imita- 
tions of taste likew'ise, so that they will deceive any 
man’s taste. And m this house wc contam also 
a confiture-house, w'here we make all sweetmeats, 
dry and moist, and divers pleasant wmes, milks, 
broths, and salads, far m greater vanet) than } ou 
have 

“ We have also engine-houses, w'here are prepared 
engmes and instruments for all sorts of motions 
There w'^e imitate and practise to make swifter 
motions than any j'Ou have, either out of your 
muskets or any engine that you have , and to 
make them and multiply them more easily and 
with small force, by w^heels and other means, and 
to make them stronger and more violent than yours 
are, exceedmg your greatest cannons and basilisks 
We represent also ordnance and instruments of 
war and engines of all kinds , and hkewose new 
mixtures and compositions of gunpowder, wild- 
fires burning in w^ater and unquenchable, also fire- 
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TRAVELLERS TO FOREIGN LANDS 

our own w'C conceal), who brinj^ us the books and 
abstracts, and patterns of c\pcnfncnts of all other 
parts 1 hese we call merchants of lipfht 

"We ha\c tlircc that collect the experiments 
w'hich arc in all books. These we call depredators 
“We have three that collect the experiments of 
all mechanical arts, and also of liberal sciences, and 
also of practices which arc not brought into .irts 
1 hese W’C call myslcr} -men 

“ We have three tliat trv new' experiments, such 
as themselves think good These we call pioneers 
or miners 

“ We have three that draw' the experiments of 
the former four into titles and tables, to guc the 
better light for the draw'ing of observations and 
axioms out of them These we call compilers 
We have three that bend themselves, looking into 
the experiments of their fellows, and cast about 
how to draw out of them thmgs of use and practice 
for man’s life and know'ledge, as w'cll for w'orks as 
for plain demonstration of causes, means of natural 
divmations, and the easy and clear discovery of the 
virtues and parts of bodies These w'e call dow'ry- 
men or benefactors 

“Then, after diveis meetings and consults of our 
whole number, to consider of the former labours 
and collections, w'e have three that take care out 
of them to direct new experiments, of a higher 
light, more penetrating into Nature than the 
former These we call lamps 

“We have three others that do execute the 
expenments so directed, and report them These 
we call moculators 

“ Lastly, we have three that raise the former 
discoveries by experiments mto greater observa- 
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FORECASTS OF VARIOUS KINDS 

inventor, and gne him a liberal and honourable 
reward 'Ihcsc statues arc some of brass, some 
of marble and touchstone, some of cedar and otlier 
special woods gilt and adorned, some of iron, 
some of siKer, some of gold 

“ We have certain hymns and services, w'hicli 
w*c say daily, of laud and thanks to God for Ilis 
marvellous works. And forms of prayers, implor- 
ing His aid and blessing for tlie illumination of 
our labours , and turning them into good and holy 
uses 

“Lastly, w'c ha\e circuits or \usits of divers 
principal cities of the kingdom , where, as it 
cometh to pass, w'C do publish such new profitable 
inventions as W'C think good. And we do also 
declare natural divinations of diseases, plagues, 
sw'arms of hurtful creatures, scarcity, tempest, 
earthquakes, great inundations, comets, temperature 
of the year, and divers other things , and w'c give 
counsel thereupon, W'hat the people shall do for the 
prevention and remedy of them ’’ 

And w'hen he had said this, he stood up , and I, 
as I had been taught, knelt dowm , and he laid his 
right hand upon my head, and said, “God bless 
thee, my son, and God bless this relation w'hich I 
have made. I give thee leave to publish it for the 
good of other nations , for we here are in God’s 
bosom, a land unknown ” And so he left me, 
having assigned a value of about two thousand 
ducats for a bounty to me and my fellows For 
they give great largesses, where they come, upon 
all occasions 

THE REST WAS NOT PERFECTED 
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GLOSSARY 

TO THE NEW ATLANTIS 


L V refers to int Latin Version published by Hawley in 1638, of which 
Bacon himself may have been the author 


Abroad, apart 

Accommodaled of provided -witli 
Advoutnes adultenes 
Affected desired , a with , 
moved by 

Aforehand prepared for future 
emergencies 
All sometimes=any 
Apt ready, prepared 
Arefaction drjung up 
Asp the ad] from aspen is now 
more common 
Avoid leave, retire from 
Axioms rules, laws 

Balm-wood balsam-wood 
Basilisk a large cannon 
Boston (old Fr , mod bdton) 
staff, cudgel 

Bearing prolific, productiTC 
Beaten pounded 
Because m order that 
Bend themselves apply them- 
selves 

Biting eatmg (bke an acid) 

Bodies Eohds 

Boscage (old Fr , from late Lat, 
bosenm) wooded country 
Breed breedmg 
Broid braid, mterweave 
Brooking {11 ) endurmg 
By that time by the time that, 
when 

Cabala (Hebr ) tradition , the 
pm-ate or esotenc doctrmes of 
Judaism 
Cast calculate 

Chamolct early form of camlet. 
Name ongmally given to a fine 
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Onental fabnc The word 
probably has nothing to do 
with camel (made of camel’s 
hair), but is from Arabic 
Khamlat, nap 

Chargeable causmg expense 
Chariot any vehicle, not neces- 
sarily horse - drawn , sedan- 
chair 

Chylus now usually chyle 
Ctml pohte , plain, simple , 
refined , cimlly qmetly , 
civility avilization. culture 
Colour themselves conceal their 
identity 

Come about change (of ivmd) 
Compilers LV has divisores, 
distributers 

Compost compound manure 
Conceit idea 

Conclave private room * en- 
closure 

Conclusions experiments 
Confiture-house where preserves 
and sweatmeats were made 
Conform to similar to 
Consults consultations 
Contain hinder, check (L V 
coercere) 

Creature au3dhing created by 
God, liiung or not 
Ci osier m L V cnicem, cross 
This is a mistake, the crosier 
bemg really the same as the 
pastoral staff, like a shepherd’s 
crook. Others take it to be a 
staff headed by a cross instead 
of a crook. 

Curious cautious, cunrung , 
prying, inquisitive, skilfully 
wrought 



GLOSSARY 


Dcctnily nc^tlj, bccomingl) 
Defray (\ou) . j)-\> >o«r cx- 

pcnccs 

Degrees rounds of a 

ladder 

Demonstrate show, c'clubit 
Dental refusal (of iKnnis^uon 
to land) 

Denominate of named after 
Descci d condtscend 
Desigi ed bound for, appointed 
to go 

Discern dislinRuish 
Discomforted dislicartcncd 
Dtscoier nnco\tr, maKc 
Known LV has mandavit, 
ordered cp Gen .1,9 Ixt 
the waters be gathered to- 
gether 

Dispensatories drug-stores, dis 
pensanes now onh used for 
a book describing the compo 
sition of medicines, phanna- 
copocia 

Dorturc (old Fr dortoir) sleep- 
ing room, dormitory 
Ducat gold com worth about 
gs ^d 


Greatness arrogance (LV 
fii'tUS) 

Jhilf-fmee (or h dparc) high 
step (ohl rr ! uuU pas), dais 
or raned platform 
llai red tape' tried 
Ilaie Know (I inguagc) 

Hold attract 

Ihil.e mid I-at tuca. defined 
b) Ducangc ns ' a acil avitli 
which womm cohered the 
head " , later, a hooded capo 
used bj lioth men and women 

Incorporate unite into oiir l)od> 
Infinite m \crj large numbers 
Inscrutable for 1 in regard to 
Insinuate mlrothicc subtl), in- 
dircctlj 

Insolation exposure to the sun 
Instrument document 
Invited attracted induced 

Kenning range of sight (esp 
at sea, about 20 m ) 

Kmdly in accordance with 
nature 


End to, to the in order to 
Enforce strengthen the power 
of 

Entertainment passing (time) 
Entoil ensnare 
Estate=sta.tc condition 
Every sometimes=everyonc 
Expedite send forth, issue 
Exquisite exact, carefully ear- 
ned out 

Extenuate draav out to thinness 

Fallacies tncks 
Flight flock of birds on the 
anng 

Flight-shot the distance a 
flight could be shot (about 600 
yards) A flight (mid Lat 
flecta) was a light, well- 
feathered arrow 

Fossil any mineral substance 
dug up 

Fretting eating away, corrosion 


Last length of bmc 
headed fitted in leaden sash- 
bars 

Left abandoned, discontinued 
Letters the sounds of the sjan- 
bols 

Lift obs past tense=hftcd 
Light often=leaming, Know- 
ledge 

Live (of, with) mod on, upon 
Loft floor, story , gallery 
Look (that) expect to 

M eieor any almosphen c pheno- 
menon (fierluipov) , aerohtes, 
shooting stars 

Might could M ought, the old 
spelling of the past tense, has 
been altered throughout 
M outer a cap worn by Spamsh 
horsemen or huntsmen It 
had a flap which could bo 
pulled doivn over the ears 



glossary 


finsfcry Laf ° (properly 7 ?,/a a ^rronder 
'^‘^^fnnnsfcrtum) ^ ^wj^rc/ mrthat-c 

re- tu?tiin^iaSo h 

proper function of ^ Pace, si^ff ^ of the half- 
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CELIBATES AND MARRIED MEN 

wholly set upon the desire of the life to come , by 
watching and sweating hoping shortly to obtain 
it, being in the mean season merry and lusty 
The other sect is no less desirous of labour, but 
they embrace matrimony, not despising the solace 
thereof , thinking that they cannot be discharged 
of their bounden duties towards nature without 
labour and toil, nor towards their native country, 
without procreation of children They abstain 
from no pleasure that doth nothing hinder them 
from labour They love the llcsh of four-footed 
beasts, because they believe that by that meat 
they be made hardier and stronger to work The 
Utopians count this sect the wiser, but the other 
the holier Which, in that they prefer single life 
before matrimony, and that sharp life before an 
easier life, if herein they grounded upon reason, 
they would mock them , but now, forasmuch as 
they say they be led to it by religion, they honour 
and worship them ^ And these be they whom 
in their language by a peculiar name they call 
Buthrescas, the which word by interpretation 
signifieth to us men of religion, or religious men 
They have priests of exceeding holiness, and 
therefore very few For there be but thirteen in 
every city,according to the number of their churches, 
saving when they go forth to battle For then 
seven of them go forth with the army, in whose 
steads so many new be made at home. But the 
other, at their return home, again re-enter every 
one into his own place They that be above the 
number, until such time as they succeed into the 
places of the other at their dying, be in the mean 

1 For there is nothing they are more cautions about, than 
pronouncing an opinion upon any point of religion (omitted by K ; 
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PUNISHMENT LEFT TO GOD 


wealth , which never dccaycth but through vices 
rising of evil opinions 

The priests, unless they be uomcn (for that kind 
IS not excluded from priesthood , howbeit few be 
chosen, and none but widows and old w’omcn), the 
men priests, I say, take to their w ivcs the chiefest 
w'omen m all their country For to no office 
among the Utopians is more honour and pre- 
eminence given, insomuch that, if they commit any 
offence, they be under no common judgement, 
but be left only to God and themselves For they 
think It IS not lawful to touch him with man’s 
hand, be he never so vicious, which after so 
singular a sort w-as dedicate and consecrate to 
God as a holy offering This manner may they 
easily observe, because they have so few priests, 
and do choose them with such circumspection 
For it scarcely ever chanceth that the most 
virtuous among virtuous, w Inch in respect only of 
his virtue is advanced to so high a dignity, can fall 
to vice and wickedness And if it should chance 
indeed (as man’s nature is mutable and frail) yet 
by reason they be so few and promoted to no 
might nor power, but only honour, it were not to 
be feared that any great damage by them should 
happen and ensue to the commonwealth They 
have so rare and few priests lest, if the honour 
were communicate to many, the dignity of the 
order, which among them now is so highly 
esteemed, should run in contempt , specially 
because they think it hard to find many so good, 
as to be meet for that dignity to the execution 
and discharge whereof it is not sufficient to be 
endued with mean virtues 

Furthermore, these priests be not more esteemed 
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THEIR CHURCHES 


furious rage of their own men. For it is well 
known that when ihcir own army hath recoiled, 
and in despair turned b.-ick and run away, their 
enemies fiercely pursuing with slaughter and spoil, 
then the priests coming between have stayed the 
murder, and parted both the hosts , so that peace 
hath been made and concluded between both 
parties upon equal and indifferent conditions. 
For there was never any nation so fierce, so cruel, 
and rude, but they had them m such reverence, 
that they counted their bodies hallowed and 
sanctified, and therefore not to be violently and 
unreverently touched 

They keep holiday the first and the last day of 
every month and year, dividing the year into 
months , which they measure by the course of the 
moon, as they do the year by the course of the 
sun The first days they call m their language 
Lynemernes,^ and the last Trapemerncs , ^ the 
which words may be interpreted pnmifeste and 
finifest, or else, in our speech, first feast and last 
feast 

Their churches be very gorgeous, and not only 
of fine and curious workmanship, but also (which 
in the fewness of them was necessary) very wide 
and large, and able to receive a great company of 
people But they be all somewhat dark Howbeit 
that was not done through ignorance in building, 
but, as they say, by the counsel of the priests 
Because they thought that overmuch light doth 
disperse men’s cogitations , whereas in dim and 
doubtful light they be gathered together, and more 

1 The names are probably suggested by Greek words which 
denoted the ‘dog’s day’ of the month, the night between the old 
and the new, and the turning or closing day of the month 
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THEIR MODE OF WORSHIP 

earnestly fixed upon religion and devotion Which 
because it is not there of one sort among all men , 
and yet all the kinds and fashions of it, though 
they be sundry and manifold, agree together in 
the honour of the divine nature, as going divers 
ways to one end , therefore nothing is seen nor 
heard in the churches, which seemeth not to agree 
indifferently with them all If there be a distinct 
kind of sacrifice, peculiar to any several sect, that 
they execute at home in their own houses The 
common sacrifices be so ordered, that they be no 
derogation nor prejudice to any of the private 
sacrifices and religions 

Therefore no image of any god is seen in the 
church , to the intent it may be free for every man 
to conceive God by their religion after what like- 
ness and similitude they will They call upon no 
peculiar name of God, but only Mithra In the 
which word they all agree together in one nature of 
the divine majesty, whatsoever it be No praj ers 
be used, but such as every man may boldly 
pronounce without the offending of any sect 

They come therefore to the church the last day 
of every month and j'ear, in the evening, y et 
fasting, there to give thanks to God for that they 
have prosperously passed over the j'^ear or month, 
whereof that holiday is the last day The next 
day they come to the church early in the morning, 
to pray to God that they may have good fortune 
and success all the new year or month, which thej 
do begin of that same holidai But in the holidaj s 
that be the last days of the montlis and }cars, 
before the}' come to the church, the vucs fall 
down prostrate before their husbands* feet at 
home, and the children before the feet of their 
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The seats of worshippers 

parents, confessing and acknowledging that they 
have offended either by some actual deed, or by 
omission of their duty, and desire pardon for their 
offence Thus if any cloud of privy displeasure 
was risen at home, by this satisfaction it is over- 
blowm , that they may be present at the sacrifices 
with pure and charitable minds I'or they be 
afeared to come there wnth troubled consciences 
Therefore, if they know themselves to bear any 
hatred or grudge tow'ards any man, they presume 
not to come to the sacrifices before they have 
reconciled themselves and purged their consciences, 
for fear of great vengeance and punishment for 
their offence 

When they come thither the men go into the 
right side of the chutch, and the women into the 
left side There they place themsehes in such 
order that all they wdiich be of the male kind in 
every household sit before the goodman of the 
house , and they of the female kind before the 
goodwife Thus it is foreseen that all their 
gestures and behaviours be marked and observed 
abroad of them, by whose authority and discipline 
they be governed at home This also they dili- 
gently see unto, that the younger evermore be 
coupled with his elder , lest, if children be joined 
together, they should pass over that time in 
childish wantonness, wherein they ought principally 
to conceive a religious and devout fear towards 
God , which is the chief and almost the only 
mcitation to virtue 

They kill no living beast in sacrifice, nor they 
think not that the merciful clemency of God hath 
delight in blood and slaughter, which hath given 
life to beasts, to the intent they should live They 
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DRESS OF PRIESTS AND PEOPLE 

bum franbiiiccnsc and other sweet savours, and 
light also a great number of wax candles and 
tapers, not supposing this gear to be anything 
available to the divine nature, as neither the 
prayers of men , but this unhurtful and harmless 
kind of worship pleaseth them And by these 
sweet savours and lights, and other such cere- 
monies, men feel themselves secretly lifted up, and 
encouraged to devotion, wulh moie willing and 
fervent hearts The people vv^eareth in the church 
white apparel the priest is clothed in changeable 
colours, vvhicli m workmanship be excellent, but 
in stuff not very precious For their vestments 
be neither embroidered with gold, nor set with 
precious stones , but they be wrought so finely 
and cunningly with divers feathers of fowls, that 
the estimation of no costly stuff is able to counter- 
vail the price of the work Furthermore, in these 
birds’ feathers, and in the due order of them, which 
is observed in their setting, thc}'^ say is contained 
certain divine mysteries , the interpretation whereof 
known, which is diligently taught by the priests, 
they be put in remembrance of the bountiful 
benefits of God tow'ard them, and of the love and 
honour which of their behalf is due to God, and 
also of their duties one toward another 

When the priest first cometh out of the vestry, 
thus apparelled, they fall down incontinent every 
one reverently to the ground, with so still silence 
on every part, that the very fashion of the thing 
striketh into them a certain fear of God, as though 
He were there personally present When they 
have lam a little space on the ground, the priest 
giveth them a sign for to rise Then they sing 
praises unto God, which they intermix with instru- 
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FORMS OF PRAYER 


merits of music, for the most part of other fashions 
than these that we use in this part of the world. 
And like as some of ours be much sw'cctcr than 
theirs, so some of theirs do far pass ours ^ But m 
one thing doubtless they go exceeding far beyond 
us For all their music, both that they play upon 
instruments, and that they sing with man's voice, 
doth so resemble and express natural affections , 
the sound and tunc is so applied and made agree- 
able to the thing, that whether it be a prayer, or 
else a ditty of gladness, of patience, of trouble, of 
mourning, or of anger, the fashion of the melody 
doth so represent the meaning of the thing, that it 
doth wonderfull}'^ move, stir, pierce, and inflame 
the hearers’ minds 

At the last the people and the priest together 
rehearse solemn prayers in w'ords, expressly pro- 
nounced ," so made that every man may privately 
apply to himself that which is commonly spoken 
of all In these prayers every man recognizeth 
and acknowledgeth God to be his Maker, his 
Governor, and the Principal Cause of all other 
goodness , thinking Him for so many benefits 
received at Hi^ hands but namely, that through 
the favour of Gdd he hath chanced into that public 
weal, which is rhost happy and wealthy, and hath 
chosen that religion w'hich he hopeth to be most 
true In the which thing if he do anything err, 
or if there be anjf other better than either of them 
IS, being more acceptable to God, he desireth Him 
that He will of H;s goodness let him have know- 
ledge thereof, as one that is ready to follow what 
way soever He wiijl lead him But if this form 


^ Theirs ours 
° Conctplts verbts 


theirs, according to the Latin 
the classical expression for a set form of \v ords 
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A TRUE COMMONWEALTH 


and fashion of a commonwealth be best, and his 
own religion most true and perfect, then he 
desireth God to give him a constant steadfastness 
in the same and to bring all other people to the 
same order of living, and to the same opinion of 
God , unless there be anything that in this diver- 
sity of religions doth delight His unsearchable 
pleasure To be short, he prayeth Him that after 
his death ^ he may come to Him, but how soon 
or late, that he dare not assign or determine 
Howbeit if it might stand with His Majesty’s 
pleasure, he would be much gladder to die a painful 
death and so to go to God, than by long living in 
worldly prosperity to be away from Him When 
this prayer is said, they fall dovm to the ground 
again, and a little after they rise up and go to 
dinner And the residue of the day they pass 
over in plays, and exercise of chivalry" 

Now I have declared and described unto you, 
as truly as I coiild, the form and order of that 
commonwealth, which verily m my judgement is 
not only the best, but also that which alone of 
good right may claim and take upon it the name 
of a commonwealth or public weal For in other 
places they speak still of the commonwealth , but 
every man procureth his own private wealth 
Here where nothing is private, the common affairs 
be earnestly looked upon And truly on both parts 
they have good cause so to do as they do For in 
other countries who knoweth not that he shall 
starve for hunger, unless he make some se\eral 
provision for himself, though the commons ealtli 

'^Facile IS untranslated, ‘an easj passage at last to himself* 
(Bumet) 

^ Lat military exercises, practice in arms 
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ITS ADVANTAGES 

flourish never so much in riches? And therefore 
he IS compelled, even of very necessity, to have 
regard to himself rather than to the people, that 
IS to say, to other Contrariwise, there where all 
things be common to every man, it is not to be 
doubted that any man shall lack anything necessary 
for his private uses, so that the common storehouses 
and barns be sufliciently stored For there nothing 
IS distributed after a niggish sort, neither there is 
any poor man or beggar And though no man 
have anything, yet every man is rich For what 
can be more rich than to live joyfully and merrily 
without all grief and pensiveness , not caring for 
his own living, nor vexed or troubled with his 
wife’s importunate complaints, not dreading poverty 
to his son, nor sorrowing for his daughter’s dowry? 
Yea, they take no care at all for the living and 
wealth of themselves and all theirs , of their 
wives, their children, their nephews, their children’s 
children, and all the succession that ever shall 
follow in their posterity And yet, besides this, 
there is no less provision for them that were once 
labourers, and be now weak and impotent, than 
for them that do now labour and take pain 

Here now would I see if any man dare be so 
bold as to compare with this equity the justice 
of other nations Among whom, I forsake God ^ 
if I can find any sign or token of equity and 
justice For what justice is this, that a rich 
goldsmith or an usurer, or, to be short, any of 
them, which either do nothing at all , or else 
that which they do is such, that it is not very 
necessary to the commonwealth , should have a 
pleasant and a wealthy living, either by idleness, 

^ Ltut. disper£am^TsxviyJ'p^x\s\x if A strong form of asseveration 
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NO IDLE RICH 


or by unnecessary business, when in the meantime 
poor labourers, carters, ironsmiths, carpenters, and 
ploughmen, b}' so great and continual toil, as draw- 
ing and bearing beasts be scant able to sustain, 
and again so necessary toil, that without it no 
commonwealth were able to continue and endure 
one year , do yet get so hard and poor a living, 
and li\c so wretched and miserable a life, that the 
state and condition of the labouring beasts may 
seem much better and wealthier For they be not 
put to so continual labour, nor their living is not 
much w^orsc, yea, to them much pleasanter, taking 
no thought in the mean season for the time to 
come But these silly poor wretches be presently 
tormented wutli barren and unfruitful labour 
And the remembrance of their poor, indigent, 
and beggarly old age killeth them up For their 
daily w'agcs is so little that it will not suffice for 
the same day , much less it yieldeth any over- 
plus, that may daily be laid up for the relief of 
old age 

Is not this an unjust and an unkind public weal, 
wffiich giveth great fees and rewards to gentlemen, 
as they call them, and to goldsmiths, and to such 
other, which be either idle persons, or else only 
flatterers, and devisers of vain pleasures , and, of 
the contrary part, maketh no gentle provision for 
poor ploughmen, colliers, labourers, carters, iron- 
smiths, and carpenters, without whom no common- 
wealth can continue? but when it hath abused the 
labours of their lusty and flowering age, at the 
last, when they be oppressed with old age and 
sickness, being needy, poor, and indigent of all 
things , then, forgetting their so many painful 
watchings, not remembenng their so many and 
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EVILS OF MONEY-GETTING 


so great benefits, recompenseth and acquilteth 
them most unkindly with miserable death And 
yet besides this the rich men not only by private 
fraud, but also by common laws, do every day 
pluck and snatch away from the poor some part 
of their daily living So whereas it seemed before 
unjust to recompense with unkindness their pains 
that have been beneficial to the public w'cal, now 
they have to this their wrong and unjust dealing 
(which IS yet a much worse point) given the name 
of justice, yea, and that by force of a law^ 

Theiefore when I consider and weigh in my 
mind all these commonwealths which now'adays 
anywhere do flourish, so God help me, I can per- 
ceive nothing but a certain conspiracy of rich men, 
procuring their own commodities under the name 
and title of the commonwealth They invent and 
devise all means and crafts, first, how to keep safely 
without fear of losing that they have unjustly 
gathered together , and next how to hire and abuse 
the work and labour of the poor for as little money 
as maybe These devices when the rich men have 
decreed to be kept and observed for the common- 
wealth’s sake, that is to say, for the wealth also of 
the poor people, then they be made laws But 
these most wicked and vicious men, when they 
have by their unsatiable covetousness divided 
among themselves all those things which would 
have sufficed all men, yet how far be they from the 
wealth and felicity of the Utopian commonwealth? 
Out of the which in that all the desire of money 
with the use thereof is utterly secluded and banished, 
how great a heap of cares is cut away ? How great 
an occasion of wickedness and mischief is plucked 

1 Lat provillgata lege by promulgation of a law 
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MORE’S OPINION 

and for His inestimable goodness could not but 
counsel to that which He knew to be best) would 
have brought all the woild long ago into the laws 
of this weal pubhque, if it were not that one only 
beast, the prince ^ and mother of all mischief, pride, 
doth withstand and let it She nicasurcth not 
wealth and prospenty by her own commodities, 
but by the misery and incommodities of other 
She would not by her good will be made a goddess, 
if there were no wretches left, whom she might be 
lady over to mock and scorn , over whose miseries 
her felicity might shine, whose poverty she might 
vex, torment, and increase by gorgeously setting 
forth her riches This hell-hound creepeth into 
men’s hearts, and plucketh them back from entering 
the right path of life , and is so deeply rooted in 
men’s breasts, that she cannot be plucked out 
This form and fashion of a weal pubhque, which 
I would gladly wish unto all nations, I am glad 
yet that it hath chanced to the Utopians, which 
have followed those institutions of life, whereby 
they have laid such foundations of their common- 
wealth, as shall continue and last, not only 
wealthily, but also, as far as man’s wit may judge 
and conjecture, shall endure for ever For seeing 
the chief causes of ambition and sedition with 
other vices be plucked up by the roots and aban- 
doned at home, there can be no jeopardy of 
domestical dissension , which alone hath cast 
under foot and brought to nought the well fortified 
and strongly defenced wealth and riches of many 
cities But forasmuch as perfect concord remameth, 
and wholesome laws be executed at home, the envy 
of all foreign princes be not able to shake or 

1 Princess (ed 2 ) 
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GLOSSARY 


£rv:o\t<:lY in n •spirit of cmtiln 
tion (It \ I'cnM) 

Estccn form an c’itini'ifc or 
opinion of 

Lvti-u tllutg ill disi>oscd (to do 
anj thing) 

Exhibit offer, furnish 
r arc bcln\ c 

Ear forth os, as in so far as 
Eashtoii, owt oi uncouth 
Fear (\crb) fnghten 
Ecai act, achic\ cnicnt . use 
feat and use nature and 
method of using 
Fond sill> foolish 
Foresee make pro\ ision 
Fray (\erb) frighten 

Gallant gorgeous, showj 
Gallttnawfrcy medlej ,' hotch- 
potch 

Garnishing (noun) impro\ing 
impro\ ement 
Gear stuff , goods 
Gentle kindly 
Give suggest 
Goldsmith banker 
Goodness ad\ antage 
Grammercy (ht great thanks) 
for a mere thank jou, for 
nothing 

Gnef pam (bodily as uell ns 
mental) 

Gross plam 


Jai el a lou fcllou 
Jet (\crb) swagger 
Just equal 

hiiou lcd(tc nck-nowlcdgc 

Laxtvdes lawns, glades 
Let hindrance , (% erb) hinder 
Lnd ignorant, wicked, baTi 
Liqhth casil) , rcadilj 
Lores systems 

» er, with the in the act 
Mean moderate 
Mere pure, sheer 
Mote mate , attempt 


Nan ely espcaallj 
Nauqht naughty, \aaous 
iVfcA, to lay to one's charge 
wath 

Next shortest, quickest 
Niggish niggardJ\ 

Nother neither (as oUicr for 
either) 


Occupy trade , carry on 
(handicraft) 

Only alone 

Open and utter reieal 

Order arrangement, proinsion 

Other see Nother 

Outlands foreign countries 

Overseen mistaken 

Oierthwart cross-waso , across 


Handsome smtable, convenient 
Hapt covered, ivrappcd up 
Harmless unharmed 
Haylse (verb) greet, salute 
Homely carelessly 
Honestly decently 
Husband husbandman 


Improve disapprove 
IncoTUinent straightway 
Indifferent impartial, neui 
Hifamed branded with ml 
Histiiute (verb) tram 
Intreat see Entreat 
Inured practised m, habiti 


Pari side party 
Pass for care for, heed 
Patience, of (used as adj ) 
appeasing moderating 
Patient (\ erb) to make calm 
Pcnstvcncss anxiet> 

Perform supply (a defiaency) 
Persecute pursue (an enemy) 
Pick a thank (^ erb) flatter, 
cuny' favour 
Platform ground plan 
Plot ground plan 
Policy device (mihtarj') 
stratagem 

Poll (verb) plunder (often pdf 
and poll) 
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GLOSSARY 


Prcsc! tly in person , immedi- 
atelv 

PrcSeiid ' put fonvard 
Prnc} I forestall 
Proccidtrg progress 
Proof re^t 

Proper belonging to 
Propriety property , pm-ate 
ovmerehip 

Pullen chickens , poultry 
Put beside deprive 

J?arire robbery 
Pcrcarse enumerate, discuss 
Reiatrcr dependant (not 

menial) 

Rusbb icbler swashbuckler 

Soertfee form of worship 
Sod serious 

Scbool (ad] ) scholastic, of the 
schoolmen 
Sect 4 in skilled m 
Set by thought anirthmg of 
Several separated (by) 

SJ-ate * fleece 

Sbeatb, painted showi* exterior 
Shrexdly sei erely, sharp!)* 

Silly . weak, poor, defenedess 
Siigle mere, sample 
Sit sitten, form of sat 
Skill (verb) matter 
Sodden ' boiled 
Solemn usual 
Some one 

Sotrea. bere m some places 
Sort , number , of all sort(s) . 

bv evervbody 
Spill rum, spoil 
State person of rank 


Stay (noun) , permanent state 
or condition , hindrance ; stay 
at , be held up by 
S'"}!! , always 
Store , hi e stock 
Strait, strict 
Stroke . infiuence 
S.tnro iri , spread itself above 
or over 

Tbereaziray , m those parts 
Throi g (ad\ ) close together 
Title inscnptiQu 
Tourardress mchnation 
Terves (obsolete, pL of turf) : 
sods 

Toni farm (stead) 

Tra n tnck 
Trai^late transfer 
Tf-p, take m a detect m a 
blunder 

Tuitioi care, guardianship 

Urder inferior to, not as useful 
as 

Urc use, pracbcc 
Ured see Inured 
Uplard.sb rustic 
Vrarcld, cinras) 

Vpi-gbi eien undisturbed 

TVarrar"}sc guarantee 
Weal p lb! o’le commonwealth 
TTeal'r advantage ; welfare 
HV77 a iroT-'r alas ’ 

JTa cr who 
TT'rct'rr withies 
TT‘i". intelligent, dever 
Wry (I'erb) Turn aside, twist 
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NOTE BY THE EDITOR 


A full century dtvtdes Bacon's New Atlantis 
from More's Utopia, and the distance bettveen 
them may he most significantly marked by saying that 
we have advanced from the age of Raphael to that 
of Rembrandt ‘The religion in which More had been 
brought up, every aspect of which finds such perfect ex- 
pression til Raphael, had passed away In England its 
place was officially taken by a workaday faith that was 
gradually preparing the way for the richly varied spiritual 
life of the next generation On Bacon's shoulders the 
official faith sat lightly There was nothing of More's 
deep personal religion about him It may well be that 
the very simplicity of More's outlook was no longer possible 
Certainly this small book, though avowedly suggested by 
the Utopia, IS only a fragment compared with it Neither 
in range nor in depth does it in any way approach it 
The dramatic intensity in which so much is fused in the 
Utopia IS completely absent , the elements that can there 
be no more than distinguished have provided topics of 
theif ovm, and Bacond eals with most of them in special 
works and by specially appropriate methods His political 
views find a place in his historical studies, his philo- 
sophical theories are elaborated in the well-known classics 
of the subject that bear his name, while his random 
reflections on life and manners are to be found in an 
almost equally celebrated volume of essays. There is 
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TO THE READER 


Thts fable lord deotsed^ to the end that he might exhibit 
therein a model or description of a college, instituted for the 
interpreting of Nature and the producing of great and mar- 
vellous works for the benefit of men, under the name of 
Salomon's House, or the College of the Six Days Works 
And even so far his lordship hath proceeded, as to finish that 
part Certainly, the model is more vast and high than can 
possibly be imitated in all things , notwithstanding most things 
therein are within men's power to effect His lordship thought 
also in this present fable to have composed a frame of laws, 
or of the best state or mould of a commonwealth , but, fore- 
seeing It zvould be a long work, his desire of collecting the 
Natural History * diverted him, which he preferred many 
degrees before it 

This work of the New Atknds, as much as concemeth the 
English edition, his lordship designed for this place, in regard 
that It hath so near affinity [in one part of it) with the pre- 
ceding Natural History. 

W RAWLET^ 

1 Syh a Sylvarum 

® Wtlham Rawley, Bacon's chaflatn, biografiher and editor of his 
■works 





